
 

 

 

Hyndburn Borough Council 

Green Belt Assessment 

Final Report 

  

Final  |  6 March 2018 
 

 

This report takes into account the particular  

instructions and requirements of our client.   

It is not intended for and should not be relied  

upon by any third party and no responsibility  

is undertaken to any third party. 

 
Job number    257113-00 

  

 

Ove Arup & Partners Ltd 

6th Floor  3 Piccadilly Place 

Manchester  M1 3BN 

United Kingdom 

www.arup.com 



Hyndburn Borough Council Green Belt Assessment 

Final Report 
 

      | Final | 6 March 2018  

\\GLOBAL\EUROPE\LEEDS\JOBS\250000\257113-00\0 ARUP\0-09 PLANNING\0-09-08 REPORTS\FINAL REPORT\FINAL ISSUE 06 03 18\HYNDBURN GBA FINAL REPORT 

ISSUE 06 03 18.DOCX 

 

 

Contents 

 
 Page 

1 Introduction 1 

1.1 Overview 1 

1.2 Study Area 1 

1.3 Structure 2 

2 History of the Hyndburn Green Belt 4 

2.1 Context 4 

2.2 Evolution of the Green Belt Designation 4 

3 Planning Policy Context 8 

3.1 Overview 8 

3.2 National Policy 8 

3.3 Local Policy 10 

3.4 Good Practice Guidance 10 

3.5 Neighbouring Authorities 16 

4 Methodology 20 

4.1 Overview 20 

4.2 Summary of Approach 20 

4.3 Stage 1 Methodology 21 

4.4 Stage 2 Methodology 22 

4.5 Duty to Cooperate 43 

5 Stage 1: General Area Assessment 44 

5.1 Overview 44 

5.2 Definition of General Areas 44 

5.3 General Area Assessment Findings 46 

6 Stage 2: Green Belt Parcel Assessment 48 

6.1 Overview 48 

6.2 Definition of Green Belt Parcels 48 

6.3 Green Belt Parcel Assessment Findings 48 

7 New Green Belt 51 

8 Next Steps 53 

 

  



Hyndburn Borough Council Green Belt Assessment 

Final Report 
 

      | Final | 6 March 2018  

\\GLOBAL\EUROPE\LEEDS\JOBS\250000\257113-00\0 ARUP\0-09 PLANNING\0-09-08 REPORTS\FINAL REPORT\FINAL ISSUE 06 03 18\HYNDBURN GBA FINAL REPORT 

ISSUE 06 03 18.DOCX 

 

 

Appendices 

Appendix A 

Good Practice Review of Methodologies Adopted Elsewhere 

Appendix B 

General Area Maps 

Appendix C 

Justification for Merging of General Areas 

Appendix D 

Detailed General Area Assessment Table 

Appendix E 

Chloropleth Map of General Area Assessment Findings – Overall Assessment 

Appendix F 

Green Belt Parcel Maps 

Appendix G 

Detailed Green Belt Parcel Assessment Table 

Appendix H 

Chloropleth Map of Parcel Assessment Findings – Overall Assessment 

Appendix I 

New Green Belt – Parcel Map 

Appendix J 

New Green Belt - Detailed Parcel Assessment Table 

  

 

 



Hyndburn Borough Council Green Belt Assessment 

Final Report 
 

      | Final | 6 March 2018  

\\GLOBAL\EUROPE\LEEDS\JOBS\250000\257113-00\0 ARUP\0-09 PLANNING\0-09-08 REPORTS\FINAL REPORT\FINAL ISSUE 06 03 18\HYNDBURN GBA FINAL REPORT 

ISSUE 06 03 18.DOCX 

Page 1 

 

 

1 Introduction 

1.1 Overview 

In July 2017, Ove Arup and Partners (“Arup”) was appointed by Hyndburn 

Borough Council (“the Council”) to undertake a Green Belt Assessment for the 

local authority area of Hyndburn designated by Green Belt. 

The Council is working to complete a number of evidence base documents to feed 

into the new Local Plan. The new Local Plan will comprise the Core Strategy, the 

Accrington Area Action Plan, the Development Management Development Plan 

Document (DPD) and the Site Allocations DPD. The Core Strategy and the 

Accrington AAP were adopted in January 2012, the Development Management 

DPD was recently adopted on 11 January 2018, and the Council is currently 

progressing the Site Allocations DPD. The Core Strategy sets the strategic policy 

framework and the delivery of this will require sites to be allocated for the next 15 

to 20 years. . The Council is currently preparing its evidence base for the Site 

Allocations DPD. This is timetabled for adoption in 2020/21. The Green Belt 

Assessment represents a key part of the evidence base which will inform the Site 

Allocations DPD.  

The aim of this Green Belt Assessment is therefore to provide the Council with an 

objective, evidence-based and independent assessment of how the Green Belt 

contributes to the five purposes of Green Belt set out in national policy. Should the 

Council consider that the release of sites is necessary, separate site specific work 

will need to be undertaken as part of the Site Allocations DPD process This 

Assessment will not consider whether ‘exceptional circumstances’ exist or make 

any recommendations relating to the alteration or review of Green Belt boundaries. 

1.2 Study Area 

The Hyndburn Green Belt forms part of the wider Lancashire Green Belt and is 

contiguous with the Green Belt in Blackburn-with-Darwen, Burnley, Ribble 

Valley and Rossendale.  

Figure 1 below shows the Green Belt as currently designated within the local 

authority boundaries and this forms the study area for the Green Belt Assessment. 

Throughout this report reference is made to ‘settlements’ or ‘inset settlements’ – 

this refers to any town, village, or settlement which is not within the Green Belt. It 

does not therefore include any settlements or villages which are washed over by 

the Green Belt. 
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Figure 1: Hyndburn Green Belt. Source: GIS layers provided by the Council 

 

1.3 Structure 

This report is structured as follows: 

 Section 1 introduces the study setting out the purposes of the study, the 

structure of the report and details the study area. 

 Section 2 sets out the history and origins of the Hyndburn Green Belt and 

how it has evolved since its inception. 

 Section 3 reviews current national policy in relation to Green Belt and 

reviews the latest guidance on Green Belt Assessments, including the 

approach taken by the neighbouring authorities. 

 Section 4 sets out the proposed methodology for the Green Belt Assessment 

taking into account the findings from the review of policy, guidance and good 

practice. 

 Section 5 presents the findings from the Stage 1 General Area Assessment. 

The General Area map and the detailed General Area Assessment Table are 

provided at Appendices B and D respectively. Appendix E provides a 

chloropleth map showing the overall assessment findings. 
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 Section 6 presents the findings from the Stage 2 Green Belt Parcel 

Assessments. The Green Belt Parcel Maps are provided at Appendix F. The 

detailed Green Belt Parcel Assessment Table is provided at Appendix G 

whilst the chloropleth map showing the overall assessment findings is 

provided at Appendix H. 

 Section 7 sets out a number of sites from the Core Strategy Topic Paper on 

Green Belt (2011) which were proposed for consideration as new areas of 

Green Belt. It provides an assessment of these areas against the five Green 

Belt purposes. 

 Section 8 sets out next steps for the Council in taking the Green Belt 

Assessment forward. 
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2 History of the Hyndburn Green Belt 

2.1 Context 

The Green Belt in Hyndburn forms part of the wider Lancashire Green Belt. The 

general extent of Green Belt across Lancashire was defined in the late 1970s/early 

1980s and the reasons for defining the Green Belt still endure today. The North 

East Lancashire Structure Plan (1980) set out a policy to establish Green Belt in 

the area. This was then defined in further detail and has been subject to 

amendments, notably in the Hyndburn Local Plan from 1996. Within Hyndburn, 

54.2% of the total area is classified as Green Belt which equates to almost 4,000 

hectares with most of the urban areas in Hyndburn encompassed by the Green 

Belt.  

2.2 Evolution of the Green Belt Designation 

The North East Lancashire Structure Plan (1980) specified that a Green Belt will 

be established “…between Blackburn and Rishton/Oswaldtwistle, Rishton and 

Great Harwood, Rishton and Clayton-le-Moors, Clayton-le-Moors and Church, 

Clayton-le-Moors and Great Harwood, Great Harwood/Accrington and 

Padiham/Burnley.” The justification provided for the establishment of the Green 

Belt was that many of the towns are “in real danger of coalescence” and the 

Green Belt sought to prevent their “loss of identity.” The detailed Green Belt 

boundaries were to be defined through the Local Plans for each area however 

Figure 2 below shows the proposed area of Green Belt.  

Figure 2: Map from the North East Lancashire Structure Plan outlining the proposed areas of 

Green Belt  
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The Draft Hyndburn Green Belt Local Plan was prepared in July 1988 and was 

prepared in order to define the inner and outer Green Belt boundaries and to set 

out the policies for development control within the Green Belt. The general extent 

of the Green Belt has remained largely unchanged and has been protected through 

a variety of plans, including the Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) which did not 

propose any strategic changes to the boundaries of the Lancashire Green Belt.  

The Lancashire Structure Plan Written Statement (1991) included a policy on 

Green Belt. This highlighted the areas in which Green Belt should be maintained, 

including in Hyndburn. No further changes to the Green Belt were proposed 

through the plan. 

The Hyndburn Local Plan adopted in 1996, stated that the Green Belt should be 

seen as a long-term fixture as well as part of a regional fixture which is designed 

to prevent urban sprawl and coalescence. The plan states that a Green Belt 

boundary “will be drawn to protect open areas within the Borough from 

inappropriate development and to prevent townships from merging” which links 

to the original aims in the 1980 North East Lancashire Structure Plan.  Chapter 1 

is focused on settlements and highlights that the Green Belt will be established in 

the plan and will not be reviewed until at least 2011. Policy S.1 outlines the main 

functions of the Hyndburn Green Belt which are:  

 “Stop the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas.  

 Prevent neighbouring towns from merging into one another.  

 Assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment of built 

development.  

 Assist in urban regeneration, by encouraging the reuse of derelict and 

other urban land.” 

Further detail is given on the role of the Green Belt as it performs a strategic 

function by separating the large adjoining towns of Blackburn-with-Darwen and 

Burnley and locally it separates the townships of Clayton-le-Moors and Great 

Harwood. At some points the gap between these is less than 400m wide.  

The Local Plan adopted in 1996 sets out a series of goals. One of these is to 

provide for sufficient development whilst protecting open areas and one of the 

objectives to achieve this is; “to draw up a green belt boundary to protect open 

areas within the Borough from inappropriate development and to prevent 

townships from merging.” With one of the aims of the first chapter, “to identify a 

Green Belt within Hyndburn.” Figure 3 below demonstrates the identified extent 

of the Green Belt from the 1996 Local Plan. 
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Figure 3: Hyndburn Green Belt Map. Source: Local Plan, adopted 1996 

In September 2000, minor changes were made to the Hyndburn Local Plan in 

order to correct four printing errors in respect of the Green Belt boundary.  

The Joint Lancashire Structure Plan (2001-2016) made no changes to the Green 

Belt boundary and stated that: 

“The general extent of Green Belt across Lancashire was first defined in the late 

1970s/early 1980s. The reasons for defining this general extent still endure. 

Moreover, given the Plan’s emphasis on recycling urban brownfield sites and a 
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renewed emphasis on urban regeneration, there is no strategic case for altering 

the general extent of Green Belts.” 

In April 2011, the Council prepared a Green Belt topic paper which explained the 

reasons behind the localised changes to the Green Belt boundary proposed within 

the draft Core Strategy DPD. This sets out that the main aim of the Green Belt is 

to prevent neighbouring towns from merging and to prevent the unrestricted 

sprawl of settlements, which equate to Green Belt purposes 1 and 2 at paragraph 

80 of the NPPF.  

The adopted Core Strategy (2012) states that the overall extent of the Green Belt 

will be maintained and does not propose any strategic changes to the Green Belt. 

However a number of locally important changes are provided for and these are 

considered to be necessary in order to reflect changes that may occur over the 

entire plan period.  

The proposed changes were at the following areas: 

 Brookside Business Centre – Clariant Chemicals  

 Huncoat 

 Huncoat Colliery Site 

 Land north of Altham Lane, Huncoat 

 Altham Business Park Development 

The existing Green Belt boundary is drawn very tightly to the urban boundary 

which provides limited opportunity for growth.  
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3 Planning Policy Context 

3.1 Overview 

The following section sets out the policy context and practice guidance which has 

shaped the overall approach to the assessment. National policies which define the 

role and principles of the Green Belt are set out within the NPPF.  

At a local level, the Core Strategy (2012) comprises the local planning policy 

context. This forms part of the new Local Plan which will comprise four key 

DPD’s: 

 The Core Strategy DPD (adopted 19 January 2012); 

 The Accrington Area Action Plan DPD (adopted 19 January 2012); 

 The Development Management DPD (adopted 11 January 2018); and 

 The Site Allocations DPD (currently being prepared, it is anticipated to be 

adopted 2020/21) 

3.2 National Policy 

3.2.1 National Planning Policy Framework 

Paragraphs 79 and 80 of the NPPF sets out the role and purpose of the Green Belt 

in England, as follows:  

 

“79. The fundamental aim of Green Belt policy is to prevent urban sprawl by 

keeping land permanently open; the essential characteristics of Green Belts are 

their openness and permanence. 

 

80 Green Belt serves five purposes: 

 To check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas; 

 To prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another 

 To assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment 

 To preserve the setting and specialist character of historic towns; and 

 To assist in urban regeneration by encouraging the recycling of derelict and 

other urban land.” 

The NPPF endorses the permanence of Green Belts as an essential characteristic 

(paragraph 79) and stipulates that: “Once established, Green Belt boundaries should 

only be altered in exceptional circumstances, through the preparation or review of 

the Local Plan” (paragraph 83). The NPPF makes it clear that in revising Green Belt 

boundaries local planning authorities should seek to ensure that the boundaries 

defined will endure over the longer term and that there may be a need to consider 

whether land should be safeguarded for development beyond the plan period. 
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Paragraph 84 of the NPPF seeks to align a review of Green Belt boundaries with 

sustainable patterns of development and LPAs are encouraged to consider the 

consequences for sustainable development of channeling development towards 

urban areas inside the Green Belt boundary, towards towns and villages inset within 

the Green Belt or towards locations beyond the outer Green Belt boundary. 

With regard to amending Green Belt boundaries, paragraph 85 states that LPAs 

should: 

 “Ensure consistency with the Local Plan strategy for meeting identified 

requirements for sustainable development; 

 Not include land which it is unnecessary to keep permanently open; 

 Where necessary, identify in their plans areas of ‘safeguarded land’ between 

the urban area and the Green Belt, in order to meet longer-term development 

needs stretching well beyond the plan period; 

 Make clear that the safeguarded land is not allocated for development at the 

present time. 

 Planning permission for the permanent development of safeguarded land 

should only be granted following a Local Plan review which proposes the 

development; 

 Satisfy themselves that Green Belt boundaries will not need to be altered at 

the end of the development plan period; and 

 Define boundaries clearly, using physical features that are readily 

recognisable and likely to be permanent.” 

3.2.2 National Planning Practice Guidance 

Adding further clarity to the guidance contained within the NPPF, the National 

Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG) offers clarification on the issue of 

Objectively Assessed Housing Need and Green Belt. Paragraph: 044 Reference 

ID: 3-044-20141006 states that: 

“The Framework is clear that local planning authorities should, through their 

Local Plans, meet objectively assessed needs unless any adverse impacts of 

doing so would significantly and demonstrably outweigh the benefits, when 

assessed against the policies in the Framework taken as a whole, or specific 

policies in the Framework indicate development should be restricted. Such 

policies include…those relating...land designated as Green Belt… 

 
The Framework makes clear that, once established, Green Belt boundaries 

should only be altered in exceptional circumstances, through the preparation or 

review of the Local Plan” 

Therefore housing and economic needs do not generally override constraints on 

the use of Green Belt land. Adding to this, paragraph 045, reference ID: 3-045-

20141006 states that a SHLAA should be prepared “…to establish realistic 

assumptions about the availability, suitability and the likely economic viability of 
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land to meet the identified need for housing over the plan period, and in so doing 

take account of any constraints such as Green Belt, which indicate that 

development should be restricted and which may restrain the ability of an 

authority to meet its need.” 

To conclude, national planning policy and guidance clearly states that the 

permanence of the Green Belt is of imperative importance, as its legacy will last 

well beyond a plan period. This Green Belt Assessment must therefore ensure that 

the Councils Green Belt boundaries remain fit for purpose, and continue to 

perform well when assessed against the five purposes of Green Belt set out in 

national policy. The NPPF and NPPG do not provide any specific guidance, as 

such, on how Green Belt Assessments should be conducted and the methodology 

to be applied. 

3.3 Local Policy 

The current planning policy for Hyndburn comprises the Hyndburn Core Strategy 

(2012), Accrington Area Action Plan (2012), Development Management DPD 

(2018) and any relevant saved policies from the Borough of Hyndburn Local Plan 

(1996). The 1996 Local Plan will be replaced by the Site Allocations DPD when it 

is adopted.   

The Core Strategy states that the overall extent of the Green Belt will be 

maintained and only local changes will be made, as mentioned in section 2.2.  

3.4 Good Practice Guidance 

Given that the NPPF and NPPG does not provide specific guidance on how Green 

Belt Assessments should be undertaken, the Planning Advisory Service (PAS) has 

released guidance on how to review Green Belts and this is supplemented by 

emerging Inspector’s decisions and emerging national policy. These provide 

additional context and guidance for undertaking a study of the Green Belt. 

3.4.1 ‘Planning on the Doorstep”: Green Belt (Planning 

Advisory Service, Updated February 2015) 

The Planning Advisory Service (PAS) produced a guidance note “Planning on the 

Doorstep: The Big Issues – Green Belt” in February 2015. This provides 

information on Green Belts, with one section focusing on Green Belt reviews. The 

updated guidance reflects the most recent Inspector’s Reports as well as the 

updated NPPG. The Guidance states that the “…purpose of a review is for the 

identification of the most appropriate land to be used for development, through 

the local plan.” 

The Guidance states that the big issue relating to Green Belt is the 

“…maintenance of the purposes of the Green Belt set against the under-provision 

of housing across many parts of the country, where the capacity to accommodate 

sustainable development in urban areas is often insufficient to meet the housing 

requirement.” The assessment of Green Belt must balance the differing 

perspectives of the role of Green Belt. The positive role of Green Belt is that it 
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can and has prevented ‘ribbon’ or ‘strip’ development, maintained settlements as 

distinct and separate, and retained the openness of the landscape on the fringe of 

significant urban areas. However the Green Belt has also had a negative role in 

preventing the potentially arbitrary natural growth of settlements. 

Definition of the Five Green Belt Purposes 

The Guidance considers some ways in which the five purposes of Green Belt can 

be addressed. It is important to note that at the outset, the guidance states that the 

five purposes of Green Belt can exclude ‘perfectly reasonable planning 

objectives’, for example, the strict application of these purposes would mean that 

the ‘quality of the landscape of an area should not be a consideration when 

assessing the contribution of the Green Belt to the fulfilment of the purposes. 

The Guidance considers the following: 

 Purpose 1: To Check the Unrestricted Sprawl of large built up areas – this 

should consider the meaning of the term ‘sprawl’ and how this has 

changed from the 1930s when Green Belt was conceived. 

 Purpose 2: To Prevent Neighbouring Towns from merging into one 

another – Green Belt is frequently said to maintain the separation of small 

settlements near to towns, but this is not strictly what the purpose says. 

Assessment of this purpose will be different in each case and a ‘scale rule’ 

approach should be avoided. The identity of a settlement is not determined 

just by the distance to another settlement; instead the character of the place 

and the land between settlements must be acknowledged. A Landscape 

Character Assessment is therefore a useful analytical tool to use in 

undertaking this purpose. 

 Purpose 3: To assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment - 

the most useful approach for this purpose is to look at the difference 

between the urban fringe and open countryside. As all Green Belt has a 

role in achieving this purpose, it is difficult to apply this purpose and 

distinguish the contribution of different areas. 

 Purpose 4: Preserving the Setting and Special Character of Historic 

Towns – this applies to very few places within the country and very few 

settlements in practice. In most towns, there are already more recent 

development between the historic core and the countryside. 

 Purpose 5: To assist in urban regeneration by encouraging the recycling 

of derelict and other urban land - the amount of land within urban areas 

that could be developed will already have been factored in before 

identifying Green Belt land. The value of various land parcels is unlikely 

to be distinguished by the application of this purpose. 

The guidance further suggests that land which is assessed as making a relatively 

limited contribution to the Green Belt, or land that might be considered for 

development, would be where: 

 It is effectively ‘infill’ development; 
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 It is well contained by the landscape; 

 It would cause little harm to the qualities that contributed to the distinct 

identify of separate settlements; 

 It could create a strong boundary with a clear distinction between ‘town’ 

and ‘country’. 

Further Areas of Consideration 

According to the PAS guidance, an assessment of Green Belt must also consider 

the following: 

 Landscape should not be a consideration when assessing the contribution 

of Green Belt to the fulfilling of purposes. This could be a planning 

consideration in its own right when seeking a suitable location for 

development. 

 A review of the Green Belt boundary could be justified through 

‘exceptional circumstances’ of housing or employment land need. 

 Sustainable development must be considered throughout the Review 

process. The Guidance stipulates that ‘based on what is now understood 

about accessibility, trip lengths and the use of appropriate travel modes for 

instance, the most sustainable locations for development may now be in 

Green Belts. Reviews of the Green Belt must take account of paragraph 84 

of the NPPF which states that ‘when drawing up or reviewing Green Belt 

boundaries, local planning authorities should take account of the need to 

promote sustainable development’. 

3.4.2 Plan Making Q & A (Planning Advisory Service 2014) 

The Planning Advisory Service continually update their ‘Plan Making Question 

and Answer’ advice with regard to the assessment of Green Belt within Local 

Plans. The service advises the following: 

 Green Belt Reviews should be considered in the context of its strategic 

role. Meaning that Green Belts should not necessarily be just reviewed for 

each authority, and could include a joint methodology. Ideally, the Green 

Belt study should be comprehensive and strategic. 

 Green Belt release must be based on robust evidence of need for a Review 

and a ‘gap’ in provision for which Green Belt release can resolve, must be 

demonstrated. This should ensure that consideration is offered to meeting 

housing needs across the housing market area. 

 The guidance indicates that focusing on when the Green Belt meets one or 

more of the Purposes is likely to be a typical approach to a Green Belt 

review. The guidance suggests that Green Belt Reviews should be tailored 

to specific local need and are likely to be an iterative process. 

 As changes to the Green Belt should be more permanent, it is therefore 

prudent to consider safeguarded land for two plan lifespans. 
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3.4.3 Recent Appeals and Inspector’s Examination Reports 

PAS have released further guidance in collaboration with No 5 Chambers which 

summarises how Green Belt issues are faring at appeal. 

Gallagher Estates Ltd v Solihull MBC (2014), established the following: 

 Planning Guidance (NPPF and NPPG) is a material consideration for plan-

making and decision-making. 

 Exceptional Circumstances are required for the revision of any boundary 

regardless of whether the proposal is to extend or reduce the Green Belt. 

 Once a Green Belt has been established and approved, it requires more 

than general planning concepts to justify an alteration. Green Belt 

boundaries are intended to be enduring and not to be altered because the 

current policy means that development of sites is unlikely or even 

impossible. 

R(IM Properties) v Lichfield DC and others (2014), established the following: 

 Plan-making and decision-taking should take into account the 

consequences for sustainable development of any review of Green Belt 

boundaries.  

 As part of this, patterns of development and additional travel are clearly 

relevant. 

Cheshire East Council Local Plan Strategy Examination 
 

Interim Views (October 2014) 

CEC identified that the exceptional circumstances needed to justify altering Green 

Belt boundaries are essentially the need to allocate sufficient land for market and 

affordable housing and employment development. 

The Inspector identified several flaws in the overall approach to the Green Belt 

Assessment, including: 

 There were several cases where the Green Belt assessment does not 

support the release of specific sites from the Green Belt and the review 

appears to have given greater weight to other factors, such as land 

ownership, availability and deliverability when preparing and finalising 

the Plan. 

 There is inconsistency in the scale of the parcels assessed, in that, very 

large tracts of land have been assessed against smaller sites and some very 

small areas of land have been omitted. 

 The review does not consider all the purposes of the Green Belt, omitting 

the contribution to urban regeneration and preserving the setting and 

special character of historic towns. Although the latter purpose may apply 

only to historic towns like Chester, the impact on urban regeneration does 

not seem to have been assessed. 
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Further Interim Views (December 2015) 

Following the Green Belt Assessment Update, the Inspector published his further 

interim views. Paragraphs 41-46 discuss the Green Belt Assessment Update. The 

Inspector noted that the independent two stage assessment of general areas 

followed by smaller parcels, assessing the relative significance of the contribution 

of each parcel against the five purposes of Green Belt followed by an overall 

assessment enabled a comprehensive, consistent and proportionate approach to be 

taken. He notes that only ‘Green Belt factors’ are assessed without potential areas 

for development thus providing a key input into the site selection process: 

“…the approach set out in the GBUA seems to reflect national policy and address 

most of the shortcomings of the previous Green Belt assessment. It provides a set 

of more comprehensive and proportionate evidence to inform, rather than 

determine, where the release of Green Belt land may be necessary at the site-

selection stage.” (paragraph 46) 

The Inspector dismisses participants concerns relating to boundary definition 

noting that “…in most cases, “strong” boundaries have been used, taking account 

of established physical features and committed new road schemes, where 

appropriate; the size of most of the larger land parcels has been reduced, with a 

5ha indicative threshold for strategic sites, and detailed points about specific land 

parcels, including the identification of smaller and larger sites, can be 

reconsidered at the site-selection stage.” 

The Inspector acknowledges the complexity of the process and the involvement of 

professional judgements. He emphasises the needs for consistency and 

transparency using available and proportionate evidence:  

“This is a complex process, which needs to be undertaken in a consistent and 

transparent manner using available and proportionate evidence, involving 

professional judgements; it was not simply a desk-based study, but one which 

involved many site visits by CEC’s officers or consultants to confirm the 

assessments and judgements. More particularly, the GBAU is the only 

comprehensive evidence which assesses all potential land parcels on an objective, 

consistent and comprehensive basis.” (paragraph 44) 

In relation to the inclusion of purpose 4, the Inspector comments: “The assessment 

utilises a variety of historical evidence, which enables a full assessment of the 

smaller settlements; this could be criticised as being too detailed for a Green Belt 

assessment which focuses on the larger historic towns, but is not necessarily 

inappropriate or irrelevant”, 

He notes that the assessment of purpose 5 “…largely focuses on brownfield sites 

within the nearest settlement, and enables a differentiation between settlements to 

be made and provides a consistent, transparent and proportionate approach to 

this element of the assessment; the focus on regeneration issues internal to 

Cheshire East reflects the views of the Greater Manchester authorities . The 

overall assessment involves matters of judgement, and confirms that each purpose 

was given equal weighting and provides the reasons for the overall assessment.” 

Interim Views on the Further Modifications (December 2016) 
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Following the final round of Examination Hearing Sessions in October 2016, the 

Inspector published his Interim Views on the Further Modifications required to 

make the Local Plan Strategy ‘sound’. 

The Inspector did not provide any further comments on the Green Belt 

methodology however reiterated his comments made in December 2015 

supporting the approach and methodology taken. 

Bath and North East Somerset (BANES), Inspector’s Preliminary Conclusion 

(June 2012): 

Although the BANES Local Plan has now been adopted, the Inspector’s 

preliminary conclusions provided during the Examination in 2012 do provide a 

useful contextual guidance on the required scale of a Review. The Inspector stated 

that an ‘up-to-date and comprehensive review of the Green Belt in the district is 

necessary to see whether all the land so designated fulfils the Green Belt 

purposes’. 

3.4.4 Emerging Policy 

3.4.4.1 Housing White Paper (February 2017) 

The Government published its Housing White Paper: Fixing Our Broken Housing 

Market in February 2017 setting out proposals for a number of planning reforms. 

The White Paper emphasises that the existing protection for the Green Belt 

remains unchanged and clarifies that “…authorities should amend Green Belt 

boundaries only when they can demonstrate that they have examined fully all 

other reasonable options for meeting their identified development requirements, 

including: 

 making effective use of suitable brownfield sites and the opportunities 

offered by estate regeneration; 

 the potential offered by land which is currently underused, including 

surplus public sector land where appropriate; 

 optimising the proposed density of development; and 

 exploring whether other authorities can help to meet some of the identified 

development requirement. 

The White Paper places increased emphasis on the use of brownfield land 

including brownfield land in the Green Belt for the use of Starter Homes. 

Paragraph 4.18 states: 

“Following our consultation in December 2015, we will also change the NPPF to 

allow more brownfield land to be released for developments with a higher 

proportion of starter homes by:  

…c) allowing development on brownfield land in the Green Belt, but only where it 

contributes to the delivery of starter homes and there is no substantial harm to the 

openness of the Green Belt.” 
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The consultation on the White Paper closed on 2 May 2017 thus the proposals are 

still at an early stage.  

3.5 Neighbouring Authorities 

In the interests of Duty to Co-operate it is important to understand the approach to 

the Green Belt taken by the neighbouring authorities. The neighbouring 

authorities consist of Blackburn-with-Darwen, Burnley, Ribble Valley and 

Rossendale. 

Blackburn with Darwen published a Green Belt Study in September 2013. This 

informed the preparation of the Site Allocations DPD, adopted in 2015. This 

assessed all areas of Green Belt adjoining the built up urban areas of Blackburn 

and Darwen, it was not a comprehensive review of all Green Belt land within 

Blackburn with Darwen. The study identified parcels of land which could be 

considered for removal from the Green Belt and ruled out land which should be 

retained within the Green Belt. The study also considered anomalies in the 

existing Green Belt boundary. 

Burnley Borough Council is currently preparing a new Local Plan to guide 

development in the area to 2032. As part of the evidence base it has undertaken a 

review of the pre-existing Green Belt boundary around Burnley, Padiham and 

Hapton, and to consider whether land included within the current Green Belt 

continues to serve the purposes identified in the NPPF. The review makes 

recommendations on the potential to remove land from, or include land within the 

Green Belt, provided that the Borough can demonstrate the ‘exceptional 

circumstances’ required for such changes by NPPF. 

Rossendale Council completed a Green Belt Review in 2016, which forms part of 

the evidence base of the emerging Local Plan (2019-2034).  Rossendale Borough 

Council are undertaking a public consultation between 24th July and 9th October 

2017 on the draft Local Plan and associated evidence base. The Council’s Green 

Belt Review assessed areas of the Green Belt adjacent to built up areas (small 

parcels) and broad areas which were more remote from the built up areas and 

main settlements against the five purposes of Green Belt. The review reiterates 

that decisions to release land parcels should form part of the wider work 

undertaken by the Council as the study does not state whether parcels should or 

should not be released from the Green Belt. 

There is no publically available Green Belt assessment for Ribble Valley Council 

and it is unclear whether they are undertaking, or plan to undertake, a Green Belt 

assessment in the near future.  

The methodology of the above Green Belt Reviews will be taken into 

consideration in preparing the method for the current assessment, albeit it is 

recognised that only Blackburn’s has been tested at Examination, although the 

Examination for Burnley Council is currently underway. The following sections 

consider the overall approach to the assessment and the approach to boundary 

definition. 
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3.5.1 Overall Approach Adopted by Neighbouring Authorities 

Table 1 below provides an overview of the approach adopted by Blackburn, 

Burnley and Rossendale. The studies reviewed the whole extent of the Green Belt 

in their authorities through the division of broad areas/parcels. 

Table 1: Overall approach adopted by neighbouring authorities 

LPA and Document Status Approach Overview Comments 

Blackburn Site Allocations 

DPD (adopted December 

2015) 

 

Green Belt Study (September 

2013) 

Green Belt Position Paper 

(June 2014) 

The Green Belt around 

Blackburn and Darwen is 

separated into 7 sub areas. 

The sub areas are assessed to 

define the purpose of the 

Green Belt and identify 

parcels for further 

consideration within them.  

 

Site surveys were used to 

confirm parcel boundaries 

and to assess against the 

purposes. The study states 

that purpose 3 and purpose 5 

do not provide a useful 

mechanism for assessing 

whether land should be 

released from the Green Belt, 

therefore purpose 5 is not 

assessed and purpose 3 is 

only assessed where the 

parcel makes a partial 

contribution to one of the 

other purposes. 

 

The outcomes of the 

assessment are a list of parcel 

which should remain within 

the Green Belt and a list 

which could be considered 

for removal. 

The Study doesn’t cover the 

whole extent of the 

Blackburn Green Belt. It only 

covers the Green Belt around 

the towns of Blackburn and 

Darwen. 

 

The study utilities a sub area 

approach followed by smaller 

Green Belt parcels which are 

assessed against the five 

purposes (with the exception 

of purpose 5 and partly 

purpose 3). 

 

The Study findings 

recommend parcels which 

could potentially be removed 

from the Green Belt, parcels 

recommended to remain in 

the Green Belt, parcels which 

could be considered for 

inclusion within the Green 

Belt and safeguarded sites 

Burnley Local Plan 

(examination currently 

underway) 

 

Burnley Green Belt Review 

(June 2016)  

 

 

 

 

Part 1 of the study divides the 

whole of the Burnley Green 

Belt into broad areas which 

are assessed against the 

purposes. 55 land parcels, 

which are smaller, were then 

identified adjacent to the 

settlement edge. A further 5 

parcels were identified 

outside of the Green Belt 

boundary which were 

assessed against the purposes 

of the Green Belt to 

determine if there was a case 

for their inclusion.  

 

The Study covers the whole 

of the Burnley Green Belt 

and part 1 is in part strategic 

as it defines and assesses 

broad areas and then land 

parcels which are of varying 

sizes to strike a balance 

between their size and the 

conclusions reached on their 

function. Part 2 considers the 

merits of releasing sites and 

sets out recommendations for 

Green Belt release. 
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LPA and Document Status Approach Overview Comments 

Part 2 of the study considers 

the potential to release sites 

which have been identified 

through the part 1 

assessment. 

Rossendale Local Plan 2019-

2034 (emerging – consultation 
currently underway)  

 

Rossendale Green Belt 

Review (November 2016) 

The Green Belt was divided 

into small parcels for 

assessment that would be the 

interface between the Green 

Belt and defined settlements. 

Two types of land parcel 

were identified: areas that 

were adjacent to the built up 

areas and broad areas of 

Green Belt that may be more 

remote from the built up 

areas and main settlements.  

The assessment highlights 

the degree of harm to the 

Green Belt from the release 

of each parcel using a high, 

low and medium scoring 

system. 

The review does not use a 

two stage approach but 

instead ensures coverage of 

the whole of the Rossendale 

Green Belt by assessing both 

small parcels adjacent to the 

built up areas as well as 

broad areas of Green Belt 

that are more remote from the 

built up areas and main 

settlements, thus combining 

parcel and broad areas.  

The review reiterates that 

decisions to release land 

parcels should form part of 

the wider work undertaken 

by the Council as the study 

does not state whether 

parcels should or should not 

be released from the Green 

Belt. 

3.5.2 Approach to Boundary Definition Adopted by 

Neighbouring Authorities 

The Green Belt Reviews make reference to paragraph 85 of the NPPF and 

emphasise the importance of using physical features that are recognisable and 

permanent in defining boundaries.  

Table 2: Approach to boundary definition adopted by neighbouring authorities 

LPA and Document Status Boundary Definition Overview 

Blackburn Site Allocations 

DPD (adopted December 

2015) 

 

Green Belt Study (September 

2013) 

Green Belt Position Paper 

(June 2014) 

Para 5.15 sets out the approach to the classification of 
boundaries. Strong features include landform features 
(steep valley, prominent ridge line or gulley, embankment 
or cutting) and dominant man-made features e.g 

motorway, tarmac road, main farm track, railway line, 
canal, quarry, reservoir, line of buildings. Moderately 
strong features are semi-permanent features which are less 
durable and could be altered in the future including small 
streams lined with vegetation, line or avenue of trees, 
narrow band of woodland, man made features such as 

stone wall. Weak features are easily altered or removed 
and consist of field boundaries, power lines, drainage 
ditches, small brooks or culverts, unmade tracks etc. 

Burnley Local Plan 

(examination currently 

underway) 

 

The Green Belt Assessment provides a summary of the 
national policy position for defining boundaries. In the 

assessment criteria, purpose 3 criteria C is; “Are there 
existing natural or man-made features / boundaries that 
would prevent encroachment of the countryside within or 
beyond the parcel in the long term? (These could be 
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LPA and Document Status Boundary Definition Overview 

Burnley Green Belt Review 

(June 2016) 

outside the parcel)” and parcels are then assessed as high / 
medium / low if they have no significant boundary / less 
significant boundary / significant boundary. Assessment 
notes are then provided as a guidance to those completing 

the assessment.  
 

Rossendale Local Plan 2019-2034 
(emerging – consultation 
currently underway)  

 
Rossendale Green Belt Review 

(November 2016) 

The Green Belt Review refers to national policy on 
defining boundaries. Boundaries were originally defined 
using natural features (water courses and bodies) and man-

made features (A and B roads and railway lines) with other 
less prominent features considered where no other 
boundaries were present.  
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4 Methodology 

4.1 Overview 

As identified previously, there is no single ‘correct’ method for undertaking Green 

Belt Assessments and thus this methodology has been informed by national policy 

and guidance. Furthermore, a good practice review of other local planning 

authorities’ (LPA) Green Belt Assessments which have been tested at examination 

and adopted was undertaken focusing on the interpretation of the five purposes of 

Green Belt. This is provided at Appendix A. This also includes consideration of 

the approach taken by the neighbouring authorities of Blackburn, Burnley and 

Rossendale in their Green Belt Reviews.  

The methodology is considerably detailed in order to ensure transparency in 

approach and consistency in application. The inclusion of the rationale behind 

each element of the method is intended to provide clarity and aid consistent 

application.  

4.2 Summary of Approach 

In order to cover the whole extent of the Green Belt, a two stage approach will be 

applied, this is summarised below and is illustrated in Figure 4. 

Stage 1 – General Area Assessment 

Stage 1 involves dividing the entire Green Belt into large parcels (‘General 

Areas’) which will then be assessed against the five purposes of Green Belt. The 

General Areas will be defined using recognisable and permanent boundaries. 

Further details on the approach to boundary definition are provided in Section 

4.3.2. 

Stage 2 - Green Belt Parcel Assessment 

Stage 2 involves defining smaller Green Belt parcels around settlements on the 

edge or inset from the Green Belt and assessing these parcels for their 

contribution to the five purposes of Green Belt. 

Stage 2A 

In relation to those General Areas which perform poorly in Stage 1 (categorised as 

‘no’ or ‘weak’ contribution), this stage provides the opportunity to consider 

whether a broader width of parcels (beyond the initial parcel width outwards from 

the settlement boundary) needs to be defined and assessed to provide a further 

layer of understanding of the General Areas’ contribution to Green Belt purposes. 
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Figure 4: Overview of methodology 

4.3 Stage 1 Methodology 

4.3.1 General Area Overview 

The PAS Guidance from February 2015 emphasises that Green Belt is a strategic 

issue. It notes that an assessment of the “…whole of the Green Belt” should be 

undertaken. The use of General Areas therefore represents a holistic approach 

which helps to take into account strategic thinking and acknowledges the 

cumulative effect of smaller parcels to Green Belt purposes. It also provides an 

assessment for more rural areas including villages ‘washed over’ by the Green 

Belt. 

4.3.2 General Area Boundary Definition 

To ensure coverage of the whole of the Green Belt, the Green Belt will be divided 

into General Areas using the most recognisable boundaries with the most 

permanence in order to encompass large areas. In accordance with paragraph 85 

of the NPPF, local planning authorities should define boundaries clearly, “…using 

physical features that are readily recognisable and likely to be permanent.” An 
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element of professional judgement will be used to decide how boundaries should 

be defined linked to the purpose of identifying General Areas.  

The good practice review in Appendix A demonstrates that the Cheshire East 

Green Belt Assessment uses a strong, moderate and weak categorisation of 

boundaries with the strongest boundaries being defined as motorways, main roads 

(A and B), and operational railway lines. Other natural and man-made elements 

can also create strong boundaries and these may be considered if they represent 

more logical boundaries. The settlement inset boundary will be used to define the 

inner extent of the Green Belt and the administrative boundary will be used to 

define the outer extent. The inner extent of the Green Belt will reflect the 

boundary defined in the adopted Core Strategy as the GIS layer for this has been 

provided by the Council. The General Areas will be defined via a desk based 

approach using Ordnance Survey Maps. Once defined, these will be sent to the 

Council for review and sign off.  

4.3.3 General Area Assessment 

A desk based assessment of these General Areas will then be undertaken to 

determine the contribution each area makes to the five purposes of Green Belt, as 

set out in the NPPF. This will utilise the GIS datasets provided by the Council and 

the methodology that will be agreed with the Council. The Green Belt Purpose 

Assessment Framework sets out the methodology for applying the five purposes 

of Green Belt. This will be applied in assessing the Stage 1 General Areas and the 

Stage 2 Parcels to ensure a consistent approach was taken. The Assessment 

Framework is set out in Section 4.4.3 below. 

4.4 Stage 2 Methodology 

4.4.1 Parcel Boundary Definition 

Following the Stage 1 Assessment, all areas of the Green Belt adjacent to the 

Council’s inset settlements will be divided into smaller Green Belt parcels. The 

settlement inset boundary will be used to define the inner extent of the Green Belt 

and parcels will be drawn from the settlement boundary outwards. Only one width 

of parcels will be defined outwards. Stage 2A provides the opportunity for a 

further width of parcels to be defined in certain circumstances (see below). 

Stage 2 involves the definition of Green Belt parcels around the ‘development 

limits’ of all settlements inset and adjoining the Green Belt. National and 

international designations (Sites of Special Scientific Interest, Ramsar, Special 

Areas of Conservation, and Special Protection Areas) will be screened out and no 

parcels will be defined in these areas. 

A desk based analysis will be applied in the first instance using Ordnance Survey 

maps, with site visits used as a sense check in order to confirm these boundaries. 

Only existing boundaries will be used. Boundaries relating to proposed 

development or infrastructure will not be included. 
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Table 3 shows how parcel boundaries will be defined and reflects Paragraph 85 

NPPF requiring the use of “…physical features which are readily recognisable 

and likely to be permanent.” Durable features will be used in the first instance 

with parcels drawn from the settlement outwards to the nearest durable feature. 

Where this results in large expanses of countryside which are more akin to 

General Areas, less durable features will be utilised in order to enable division of 

the Green Belt into manageable parcels. This requires an element of professional 

judgement as where features occur together, they may constitute a more durable 

boundary than they would alone. For example, a private road (unmade), a non-

protected hedge or a brook (non-wooded and level with surroundings) are all less 

durable boundaries. However a private road (unmade) with a brook running along 

one side and a significant hedgerow beyond that could be considered a durable 

boundary when all features are considered together. 

Table 3: Boundary Definition 

Durable 

Features 
 

(Readily 

recognisable and 

likely to be 

permanent) 

 

Infrastructure: 
 

 Motorway 
 

 Roads (A roads, B roads and unclassified ‘made’ roads) 
 

 Railway line (in use or safeguarded) 
 

 Existing development with clear established boundaries (e.g. a  

 hard or contiguous building line) 
 
Natural: 
 

 Water bodies and water courses (reservoirs, lakes, 

meres, rivers, streams and canals) 
 

 Protected woodland (TPO) or hedges or ancient woodland 

 Prominent landform (e.g, ridgeline) 

Combination of a number of boundaries below 

 

Less durable 

features 
 

(Soft boundaries 

which are 

recognisable but 

have lesser 

permanence) 

 

Infrastructure: 

 Private/unmade roads or tracks 

 Existing development with irregular boundaries 

 Disused railway line 

 Footpath accompanied by other physical features (e.g. wall, 

fence, hedge) 

Natural: 

 Watercourses (brook, drainage ditch, culverted watercourse) 

accompanied by other physical features 
 

 Field boundary accompanied by other natural features 

(e.g. tree line, hedge line) 

 

In relation to parcels which extend up to the administrative boundary and the 

administrative boundary is not marked by durable features, parcels will be drawn 

beyond the boundary to the nearest durable feature in the neighbouring authority. 
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Where settlements of neighbouring authorities abut the Green Belt and there is 

substantial existing development immediately adjacent to the Green Belt, parcels 

will be drawn from the outer Green Belt boundary inwards to the nearest durable 

feature. This is undertaken in the interests of Duty to Co-operate and due to the 

risk of cross boundary sprawl and encroachment from the neighbouring authority 

into the Green Belt. 

4.4.2 Stage 2A Further Division of General Areas 

The outcome from the Stage 1 General Area Assessment will feed directly into 

this stage. Following the completion of the General Area Assessment, discussions 

will be held with the Council to review the results of the assessment and decide 

whether the lower performing General Areas should be reviewed in further detail 

by defining and assessing a second width of parcels (beyond the initial parcel 

width outwards). The approach will be agreed prior to any further assessments 

being undertaken. 

4.4.3 Parcel Assessment 

Overview 

In undertaking the parcel assessment it is necessary to interpret the five purposes 

of Green Belt as set out in paragraph 80 of the NPPF given that there is no single 

‘correct’ method as to how they should be applied. 

 “to check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas; 

 to prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another’ 

 to assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment; 

 to preserve the setting and special character of historic towns; and 

 to assist in urban regeneration, by encouraging the recycling of derelict and 

other urban land.” 

For each purpose a number of criteria have been developed requiring quantitative 

and qualitative responses and an element of professional judgement. Methods of 

data collection (e.g. desk based analysis or site based analysis) will be 

documented against each purpose. A qualitative scoring system was developed for 

each purpose and for the overall assessment, consisting of a scale of the parcel’s 

contribution to the Green Belt purpose, these are shown and defined in Table 4 

below: 

Table 4: Qualitative scoring system to be applied against each purpose and overall 

Level of Contribution to Green Belt Purposes  

No Contribution – the parcel makes no contribution to the Green Belt purpose 
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Weak Contribution – on the whole the parcel makes a limited contribution to an element of 

the Green Belt purpose 

Moderate Contribution  – on the whole the parcel contributes to a few of the elements of the 

Green Belt purpose however does not fulfil all elements 

Strong Contribution – on the whole the parcel contributes to the purpose in a strong and 

undeniable way, whereby removal of the parcel from the Green Belt would detrimentally 

undermine this purpose 

As each of the five purposes set out in the NPPF is considered to be equally 

important, no weighting or aggregation of scores across the purposes will be 

undertaken. An element of professional judgement will be utilised in applying the 

scoring system however the ‘Key Questions to Consider’ for each purpose is 

intended to break down the purpose in the interests of ensuring a transparent and 

consistent approach. This is set out in detail below including definitions applying 

to the purpose and to the approach. Furthermore the rationale for the score applied 

and the justification against the criteria will be recorded as part of the assessment. 

Prior to undertaking any parcel assessments, all assessors will be fully briefed on 

the methodology in order to ensure comprehensive understanding of the approach 

and consistency in assessments.  

Purpose 1: To check the unrestricted sprawl of large built up 

areas 

Definitions for Purpose 1 

Sprawl – “spreading out of building form over a large area in an untidy or irregular way” 

(Oxford English Dictionary) 

Large built-up areas – this has been defined as the urban area of Accrington and the five 

adjoining smaller townships of Baxenden, Church, Clayton-le-Moors, Huncoat and 

Oswaldtwistle, as set out in the Core Strategy (2012).1 Within the neighbouring authority of 

Blackburn-with-Darwen, the large built-up area is defined as Blackburn (including Whitebirk 

and Knuzden located within Hyndburn), as set out in the Local Plan Part 2 (December 2015).   

Definitions for this Approach 

Well connected (or highly contained) – well connected to the large built up area, i.e. to be 

surrounded by high levels of built development. 

Open land – land which is lacking of development. 

Round-off – where the existing urban area is an irregular shape, will the parcel fill in a gap and 

/ or complete the shape 

Ribbon development – a line of buildings extending along a road, footpath or private land 

generally without accompanying development of the land to the rear. A “ribbon” does not 

                                                 
1 This is defined by the ‘Urban Boundary’ as shown on the Hyndburn Local Plan Proposals Map 

(1996) however the former ‘Areas of Special Restraint’ are to be considered as forming part of the 

Urban Boundary for the purposes of the assessment. 
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necessarily have to be served by individual accesses nor have a continuous or uniform building 

line. Buildings sited back, staggered or at angles and with gaps between them can still 

represent ribbon development, if they have a common frontage or they are visually linked. 

Approach to the Assessment  

A desk and field based assessment will be applied to this purpose.  

Key Questions to Consider Recommended Approach 

 

1. Is the General Area / parcel adjacent 

to the large built up area? 

 

 

 

If yes, proceed to Stage 2… 

 

If no, conclude General Area / parcel makes 

no contribution to purpose 1 

 

2. Existing boundary with large built up 

area: Is there an existing durable 

boundary between the large built up 

area and the General Area / parcel 

which could prevent sprawl? 

 

a. Describe existing boundary between 

large built up area and General Area / 

parcel. 

 

b. If a durable boundary between the 

General Area / parcel and large built up 

area exists, conclude General Area / 

parcels makes a weaker contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl. 

 

3. Connection to large built up area: 

 

a. Is the General Area / parcel well 

connected to the large built up area 

along a number of boundaries? 

 

b. Would development of the General 

Area / parcel help ‘round off’ the large 

built up area, taking into account the 

historic context of the Green Belt? 

 

a. Describe degree of connection to the 

large built up area. If General Area / 

parcel is well connected (highly 

contained), conclude makes a stronger 

contribution to checking unrestricted 

sprawl (unless part (b) applies). 

 

b. Identify potential for ‘rounding off’. If 

development of the General Area / parcel 

would ‘round off’ the large built up area, 

conclude General Area / parcel makes a 

weaker contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl. 

 

4. Ribbon development: What role does 

the General Area / parcel play in 

preventing ribbon development? (may 

not be relevant in all circumstances) 

Describe whether there is existing ribbon 

development or potential for ribbon 

development. 

 

If existing ribbon development within 

General Area / parcel and potential for 

further ribbon development, conclude 

General Area / parcel makes a stronger 

contribution to checking unrestricted sprawl. 

Overall assessment: What level of contribution 

does the General Area / parcel make to purpose 

1? 

Bring together all conclusions from above to 

determine overall assessment (taking 

balanced view) 
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Key Questions to Consider Recommended Approach 

Apply scoring system: 

 

No / Weak / Moderate / Strong 

Justification for the Approach 

Given that the terminology of the purpose specifically refers to the ‘large built-up 

area’ it is important to define this. It is notable that none of the other purposes 

include such terminology and instead make reference to ‘towns’ (see purpose 2 

and 4). For the current assessment the ‘large built up area’ has therefore been 

defined according to the Core Strategy (2012). Whilst the Core Strategy does not 

set out a settlement hierarchy it directs development to the ‘main urban area of 

Accrington and its townships’ in the first instance. This comprises Accrington and 

the five adjoining smaller townships of Baxenden, Church, Clayton-le-Moors, 

Huncoat and Oswaldtwistle. The ‘Urban Boundary’ as shown on the Hyndburn 

Local Plan Proposals Map (1996) is to be used to define the urban area for the 

assessment however the former ‘Areas of Special Restraint’ are also to be 

included within the boundary. Within the neighboring authority of Blackburn-

with-Darwen, the urban area of Blackburn has been defined as a ‘large built-up 

area’. The Blackburn-with-Darwen Core Strategy (2011) does not set out a 

settlement hierarchy however it identifies Blackburn as the urban area whilst the 

Local Plan Part 2 (December 2015) refers to Blackburn as the built-up area. 

Blackburn includes the adjoining areas of Whitebirk and Knuzden which are 

located within Hyndburn. 

As the good practice review at Appendix A demonstrates, Burnley include ribbon 

development in the assessment of purpose 1 and Rossendale focus their 

assessment on urban sprawl. Rotherham acknowledge there is an overlap between 

purposes 1 and 3, thus this approach does not risk any factors being overlooked 

for the Council’s other settlements and instead it better reflects the terminology 

and intention of the purpose. Whilst the Cheshire East Green Belt Assessment 

took the approach of considering all inset settlements within this purpose, the size 

and scale of the settlements in Cheshire East was such that this approach was best 

placed to uphold purpose 1.  

The good practice review at Appendix A demonstrates that the focus of this 

purpose has been on the level of connection of the parcel with the urban area and 

also the boundary treatment of the parcel in order to understand its vulnerability to 

the risk of development. 

The approach takes the position that parcels which are well connected to the large 

built up area along a number of boundaries make a higher contribution to 

preventing sprawl given there is more of a risk that development may sprawl out 

from the area into the parcel. The exception to this is where development of the 

parcel could be considered to ‘round off’ the large built up area. 

In considering the boundary treatment of the parcel, only the boundary with the 

large built up area is considered within this purpose given that this will indicate 

the parcel’s vulnerability to sprawl occurring within it. The boundaries adjacent to 

the open countryside are considered as part of Purpose 3. 
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Given that the PAS Green Belt Guidance from February 2015 identifies the 

restriction of ribbon development as a benefit of the Green Belt, the approach 

incorporates the identification of existing ribbon development within it. The 

position is taken that the presence of existing ribbon development means that 

there has already been sprawl into the Green Belt and dependent on the level and 

potential for further ribbon development, the parcel is likely to make a strong 

contribution to preventing further ribbon development and thus to this purpose. 

Purpose 2: Prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another 

Definitions for Purpose 2 

Neighbouring towns – this has been defined with reference to the North East Lancashire 

Structure Plan (1980) which established the need for the Green Belt and therefore the 

‘neighbouring towns’ are defined as follows:2   

 The urban area of Accrington and its townships adjoining townships of Baxenden, 

Church, Clayton-le-Moors, Huncoat and Oswaldtwistle (the ‘large built up area); 

 The urban area of Blackburn including Whitebirk and Knuzden (the ‘large built up 

area’); 

 Burnley; 

 Great Harwood; 

 Haslingden; 

 Padiham; and 

 Rishton. 

Merging – combining to form a single entity (Oxford English Dictionary) 

Definitions for the Approach  

Openness – the visible openness of the Green Belt in terms of the absence of built 

development, a topography which supports long line views and low levels of substantial 

vegetation. Consider both actual distance (the distance between settlement and countryside) 

and perceived distance (e.g. a wooded area located between a new development and the 

settlement would not impact the perception of openness from the settlement). Openness should 

be assessed from the edge of the settlement / inset boundary outwards. 

Essential gap – a land gap between two or more towns where development would significantly 

reduce the perceived or actual distance between towns resulting in the actual merging of the 

towns or the perceived merging 

Largely essential gap – a land gap between two or more towns where limited development may 

be possible without the perceived or actual merging of the towns. 

Less essential gap – a land gap between towns where development may be possible without 

any risk of the towns merging. 

 

                                                 
2 It is acknowledged that not all of these places would properly be defined as ‘towns’ under normal 

circumstances 
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Approach to the Assessment  

A desk and field based assessment will be applied to this purpose.  

Key Questions to Consider Recommended Approach 

 

1. Would a reduction in the gap between 

‘neighbouring towns’ compromise the 

openness of the Green Belt? 

 

Describe existing gap between the defined 

‘neighbouring towns’ and compare to resultant 

gap if development of General Area / parcel were 

to take place. 

 

Existing gap should be described using the 

following terminology: 

 

a. Essential gap 

b. Largely essential gap  

c. Less essential gap 

 

Comparison should consider if a reduction in the 

gap would lead to the actual or perceived 

merging of towns. (This is on a case by case 

basis and not set by distance measurements). 

 

Overall assessment: What level of contribution 

does the General Area / parcel make to purpose 

2? 

 

Bring together above factors to determine overall 

assessment (taking balanced view) 

 

Apply scoring system: 

 

No / Weak / Moderate / Strong 

Justification for the Approach 

The good practice review at Appendix A demonstrates that different authorities 

take varying approaches to the definition of ‘neighbouring towns’, with some 

Councils applying purpose 2 to all inset settlements, or applying their settlement 

hierarchy, such as Rossendale, whilst others take into account factors such as 

population or the presence of town councils, amongst other factors. As set out in 

Section 2.2, the North East Lancashire Structure Plan sets out the aims of the 

Hyndburn Green Belt and lists a number of towns and settlements which it aims to 

prevent the merging of. This has been used to define ‘neighbouring towns’ for the 

purposes of this assessment, alongside the ‘large built up areas’ defined for 

purpose 1: the urban area of Accrington and its townships. It is acknowledged that 

the list of ‘neighbouring towns’ includes places which would not properly be 

defined as ‘towns’ under normal circumstances, however for the purposes of the 

assessment these are deemed to be ‘neighbouring towns’.  

The PAS Green Belt guidance from February 2015 states that a ‘scale rule’ 

approach of distance between neighbouring towns for purpose 2 is not appropriate 

given that identity is not always determined by distance. The guidance does 

however state that a ‘Landscape Character Assessment’ is a useful analytical tool 
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for use in undertaking this type of assessment. Whilst the approach will not 

include any landscape character considerations, the consideration of openness 

includes the perceived openness taking into account land form, topography and 

vegetation. 

The good practice review demonstrates that the approaches adopted by the 

authorities take into account the sensitivity and integrity of the gap if development 

of the parcel were to take place. Burnley looks at the physical separation and the 

visual and perceived separation as two separate criteria and Rossendale looks at 

the merging or erosion of the visual or physical gap between neighbouring 

settlements. Rotherham and Rushcliffe both categorise the gap in terms of size 

(e.g. essential, narrow, and wide) whilst Cheshire West and Chester uses a 

distance categorisation. In light of the PAS February 2015 guidance, the size 

categorisation is preferred and therefore has been adopted in this approach.  

Purpose 3: To assist in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment 

Definitions for Purpose 3 

Safeguarding - Protect from harm or damage with an appropriate measure (Oxford English 

Dictionary). 

Countryside – The land and scenery of a rural area that is either used for farming or left in its 

natural condition (Oxford English Dictionary and Cambridge Dictionary).3 

Encroachment - a gradual advance beyond usual or acceptable limits (Oxford English 

Dictionary). 

Definitions for the Approach 

Durable boundaries – refer to boundary definition in Table 3 above. 

Built form – any form of built development excluding buildings for agriculture and forestry 

(e.g. residential properties, warehouses, schools, sports facilities). 

Settlement – all settlements that are inset from the Green Belt and the large built up-areas 

Openness – the visible openness of the Green Belt in terms of the absence of built 

development, a topography which supports long line views and low levels of substantial 

vegetation. Consider both actual distance (the distance between settlement and countryside) 

and perceived distance (e.g. a wooded area located between a new development and the 

settlement would not impact upon the perception of openness from the settlement). Openness 

should be assessed from the edge of the settlement/inset boundary outwards, with reference to 

the matrix set out in Table 5 below. 

Strong degree of openness – contributes to openness in a strong and undeniable way, where 

removal of the parcel from the Green Belt would detrimentally undermine the openness of this 

part of the Green Belt. 

Moderate degree of openness – contributes to openness in a moderate way, whereby removal 

of part of the parcel would not have a major impact upon the overall openness of this part of 

the Green Belt. 

                                                 
3 Note that this is not related to the ‘Countryside Area’ designation shown on the Local Plan 

Proposals Map.   
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Weak degree of openness – makes a weak contribution to openness, whereby the removal of 

the parcel would not impact upon the openness of this part of the Green Belt. 

No degree of openness – makes no contribution to the openness of the Green Belt. 

Beneficial uses – as set out in paragraph 81 of the NPPF, these include: identifying 

opportunities to provide access to the countryside; to provide opportunities for outdoor sport 

and recreation; and to retain and enhance landscapes, visual amenity and biodiversity. 

Approach to the Assessment  

A desk and field based assessment will be applied to this purpose.  

Key Questions to Consider Recommended Approach 

1. Future encroachment: Are there 

existing durable boundaries which 

would contain any future development 

and prevent encroachment in the long 

term? 

Identify any durable boundaries between the 

General Area / parcel and settlement which 

would prevent future encroachment into the 

parcel. If there are durable boundaries 

between the General Area / parcel and 

settlement, conclude that General Area / 

parcel makes a weaker contribution to 

safeguarding from encroachment given that 

development would be contained by the 

durable boundary and thus the General Area / 

parcel itself plays a lesser role. 

 

Identify any durable boundaries between the 

General Area / parcel and countryside which 

would contain encroachment in the long term 

if the General Area / parcel were developed. 

If there are durable boundaries between the 

General Area / parcel and countryside, 

conclude that General Area / parcel makes a 

weaker contribution to safeguarding from 

encroachment. 

2. Existing encroachment: 

 

What is the existing land use/uses? 

 

Is there any existing built form within 

or adjacent to the General Area / 

parcel? 

 Describe existing land use/uses (e.g. 

open countryside, agricultural land, 

residential, mix of uses). 

 

 Describe any existing built form. If 

considerable amount of built form within 

the General Area / parcel, conclude that 

General Area / parcel makes a weaker 

contribution to safeguarding from 

encroachment. 

 

3. Connection to the countryside: 

 

Is the General Area / parcel well 

connected to the countryside? 

 

Does the General Area / parcel protect 

the openness of the countryside? 

 

 Describe degree of connection to the 

countryside (e.g. along a number of 

boundaries). If General Area / parcel is 

well connected to the countryside, 

conclude General Area / parcel makes a 

stronger contribution to safeguarding 

from encroachment. 

 



Hyndburn Borough Council Green Belt Assessment 

Final Report 
 

      | Final | 6 March 2018  

\\GLOBAL\EUROPE\LEEDS\JOBS\250000\257113-00\0 ARUP\0-09 PLANNING\0-09-08 REPORTS\FINAL REPORT\FINAL ISSUE 06 03 18\HYNDBURN GBA FINAL REPORT 

ISSUE 06 03 18.DOCX 

Page 32 

 

 

 Describe degree of openness taking into 

account built form, vegetation and 

topography using matrix below in Table 

5. 

4. Does the parcel serve a beneficial use 

of the Green Belt (NPPF para 81) 

which should be safeguarded?  

[This will not be as relevant to the 

assessment of General Areas given the 

scale of these]. 

Identify any beneficial Green Belt uses 

served by parcel, as per NPPF para 81, on a 

high level basis. If parcel serves 2 or more 

beneficial uses, conclude parcel makes a 

stronger contribution to safeguarding from 

encroachment. Note: if parcel serves 1 or no 

beneficial uses this does not weaken its 

contribution to purpose 3 

Overall assessment: What level of contribution 

does the General Area / parcel make to purpose 

? 

Bring together all conclusions from above to 

determine overall assessment (taking 

balanced view) 

 

Apply scoring system: 

No / Weak / Moderate / Strong 

 
Table 5. Degree of Openness Matrix 

 

Built Form Long-line views Vegetation Degree of Openness 

Less than 10% 

Open long line 

views 

Low vegetation Strong degree of openness 

Dense vegetation 
Strong-moderate degree of 

openness 

No long line 

views 

Low vegetation 
Strong-moderate degree of 

openness 

Dense vegetation Moderate degree of openness 

Less than 20% 

Open long line 

views 

Low vegetation 
Strong-Moderate degree of 

openness 

Dense vegetation 
Moderate-Weak degree of 

openness 

No long line 

views 

Low vegetation Moderate degree of openness 

Dense vegetation Weak degree of openness 

Between 20 and 

30% 

Open long line 

views 

Low vegetation 
Moderate-Weak degree of 

openness 

Dense vegetation Weak degree of openness 

No long line 

views 

Low vegetation Weak degree of openness 

Dense vegetation No degree of openness 

More than 30% 

Open long line 

views 

Low vegetation Weak degree of openness 

Dense 

vegetation 
No degree of openness 

No long line 

views 

Low vegetation No degree of openness 

Dense vegetation No degree of openness 
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Justification for the Approach 

The good practice review at Appendix A demonstrates that the focus of this 

purpose has been on the relationship and connection of the parcel with the open 

countryside. As a result this purpose will apply to the large built-up areas, all inset 

settlements and settlements within neighbouring authorities given that these are all 

connected to the open countryside. The approach taken in Burnley is to assess 

existing encroachment, visual encroachment, boundaries and landscape character.  

Given the focus on the open countryside, the ‘degree of openness’ of the parcel is 

a key factor to consider within the approach, albeit it is one of a number of 

factors. The matrix above therefore enables an assessment of this to be carried out. 

The matrix is intended to guide this assessment and it may not strictly apply to all 

parcels, thus a level of professional judgement must be applied. The approach 

does not provide an assessment of landscape value or quality given that the PAS 

Guidance 2015 emphasises that landscape character should not be a consideration 

when assessing the contribution of Green Belt to the fulfilling of purposes. This 

could be a planning consideration in its own right separate to such an assessment. 

Both the matrix and the definition of openness set out in the definition box 

captures the consideration of both visual openness and spatial openness. Visual 

openness refers to the perception of openness which may be impacted by 

topography, views and vegetation. Spatial openness relates to the level of built 

form and the type of built form (for example agricultural or forestry uses). The 

recent case of Turner [2016] EWCA Civ 466 confirms that both factors are 

relevant to the concept of openness. At paragraph 25, Sales LJ states: “The 

openness of the Green Belt has a spatial aspect as well as a visual aspect, and the 

absence of visual intrusion does not in itself mean that there is no impact on the 

openness of the Green Belt…” 

The recommended approach set out above takes the position that parcels which 

are well connected to the open countryside along a number of boundaries make a 

higher contribution to safeguarding the countryside from encroachment given the 

relationship to the countryside. However the presence of existing built form 

within the parcel can alter this level of contribution. The definition of built form 

set out above does not include buildings for agriculture and forestry given that 

these are considered to be appropriate Green Belt uses which do not require their 

impact upon openness to be considered, according to paragraph 89 of the NPPF. 

With regards to the beneficial Green Belt uses set out in paragraph 81 of the 

NPPF, the position is taken that their presence adds to the contribution of the 

parcel to this purpose however the lack of such uses does not weaken its 

contribution to this purpose. 

Boundary treatment is considered within the approach given that this indicates the 

parcel’s vulnerability to encroachment within it and also for development 

encroaching beyond the parcel boundary into the open countryside should the 

parcel be developed. 
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Purpose 4: To preserve the setting and special character of 

historic towns 

Definitions for Purpose 4 

Historic Town– for the purposes of this assessment these have been identified using the 

Lancashire Historic Towns Survey which was carried out between 2000 and 2006 by  

Lancashire County Council and Egerton Lea Consultancy with the support of English Heritage. 

The ‘historic towns’ are defined as:  

 Accrington 

 Church and Oswaldtwistle 

 Great Harwood  

 Blackburn 

Definitions for the Approach 

Relevant Conservation Areas: Tottleworth Conservation Area (Great Harwood), The Straits 

Conservation Area (Oswaldtwistle), The Rhyddings Conservation Area (Oswaldtwistle), 

Stanhill Conservation Area (Oswaldtwistle), Great Harwood Conservation Area (Great 

Harwood), Church Canalside Conservation Area (Church), Christ Church Conservation Area 

(Church), Accrington Town Centre Conservation Area, and Eanam Conservation Area 

(Blackburn).4 

Designated heritage assets – a World Heritage Site, Scheduled Monument, Listed Building, 

Protected Wreck Site, Registered Park and Garden, Registered Battlefield or Conservation 

Area designated under the relevant legislation (National Planning Policy Framework, p51). 

Buffer area – for the purposes of this assessment this has been drawn from the historic towns’ 

relevant Conservation Area boundaries outwards by 250m.  

Built development – buildings of any type or use. 

Approach to the Assessment  

A desk based assessment only will be applied to this purpose.  

Key Questions to Consider Recommended Approach 

Stage 1 

 

Is the General Area / parcel adjacent to a 

‘historic town’? 

 

 

Identify whether the General Area / parcel is 

located adjacent to a historic town?  

 

If the General Area / parcel is adjacent to a 

historic town, continue to Stage 2. 

 

If the General Area / parcel is not adjacent to a 

historic town, conclude the General Area / parcel 

makes no contribution to this purpose. 

                                                 
4This is the nearest Blackburm Conservation Area to the Hyndburn Green Belt. The remaining 

Conservation Areas within Blackburn are over 2.5km away from the Green Belt. 
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If not adjacent to historic town, conclude ‘no contribution.’  

If yes, undertake Stage 2… 

Stage 2 

 

Assess the proximity of the town’s relevant 

Conservation Areas to the Green Belt 

Identify whether there are any relevant 

Conservation Areas within 250m of the Green 

Belt General Area / parcel or whether the 

General Area / parcel relates to any key views. 

  

If there are no Conservation Areas within 250m 

of the Green Belt, conclude that the General 

Area / parcel makes no contribution to the 

purpose, unless it is relevant to key views. 

If Conservation Area within 250m buffer or relates to key views, undertake Stage 3… If 

outside 250m buffer and no key views, conclude ‘no contribution’. 

 
Stage 3 

Is there modern built development which 

reduces the role of the Green Belt in preserving 

the setting and special character? 

Describe the built development separation 

between the Green Belt and the Conservation 

Area. For example: two rows of residential 

streets separate the Conservation Area from the 

Green Belt boundary. 

 

If the Conservation Area is located adjacent to or 

within the Green Belt boundary, conclude that 

General Area / parcel makes a strong 

contribution to purpose 4. 

Stage 3A 

Are there any other designated heritage assets 

within the 250m buffer which add to the setting 

and special character? 

 
Identify whether there are any other 

designated heritage assets within the 250m 

buffer and their proximity to the Green Belt. 

Identify the extent and importance of key 

views. 
 

If there are listed buildings located adjacent to 

the Green Belt boundary, conclude that 

General Area / parcel makes a stronger 

contribution to purpose 4. 

 
Overall assessment: What level of 

contribution does the General Area / parcel 

make to purpose 4? 

Stage 3 will determine the level of 

contribution: 

No / Weak / Moderate / Strong 

Justification for the Approach 

The approach to assessing this purpose differs between LPAs. A number of LPAs 

have chosen to follow the PAS Green Belt guidance from February 2015 which 

states that the assessment of this purpose relates to very few settlements in reality, 

due largely to the pattern of modern development that often envelopes historic 

towns. In practice, this has resulted in LPAs removing this purpose from the 

assessment. Burnley and Rossendale have both assessed purpose 4, but have 

focused on Conservation Areas and not defined historic towns specifically for this 

purpose.  



Hyndburn Borough Council Green Belt Assessment 

Final Report 
 

      | Final | 6 March 2018  

\\GLOBAL\EUROPE\LEEDS\JOBS\250000\257113-00\0 ARUP\0-09 PLANNING\0-09-08 REPORTS\FINAL REPORT\FINAL ISSUE 06 03 18\HYNDBURN GBA FINAL REPORT 

ISSUE 06 03 18.DOCX 

Page 36 

 

 

Unlike cities such as Chester and York, Hyndburn’s settlements are not 

commonly thought of as ‘historic towns’ however given that the interim 

conclusions drawn by the Inspector regarding the Cheshire East Local Plan 

Strategy (December 2014) stated that there were “…several shortcomings with the 

evidence itself”, as the Green Belt Assessment 2013 “…does not consider all the 

purpose of the Green Belt, omitting the contribution to urban regeneration and 

preserving the setting and special character of historic towns” (para 85), this 

differs from the advice offered by PAS. 

The methodologies in the good practice review in Appendix A which did assess 

purpose 4 seek to assess the role which the Green Belt plays in preserving the 

historic core of settlements and the setting of key historic features (such as 

Conservation Areas, Listed Assets and Key Views). 

The proposed approach for assessing this purpose will therefore be based on a 

review of background documents to define ‘historic towns’ and an assessment of 

the contribution the Green Belt makes to these ‘historic towns’ with reference to 

the proximity and separation from the Green Belt of the Conservation Areas. 

Assessment of this purpose will therefore adopt a three step process which 

represents a high level approach to assess purpose 4, it does not provide an in-

depth site analysis of the historic environment which would form part of any site 

appraisal. It is recognised that there are other heritage assets within the authority 

area beyond those considered for this purpose however these will be considered as 

part of any wider site selection work. The current approach represents a 

proportionate approach relevant to a Green Belt Assessment. 

Stage 1 

In defining ‘historic town’, the historic towns highlighted in the Lancashire 

Historic Town Survey Programme have been cross referenced to the Conservation 

Areas within Hyndburn and Blackburn.  

Where available, Table 6 provides a review of the Conservation Area Appraisals 

for these ‘historic towns’. In some cases, the Appraisals identify important 

viewpoints which may be relevant to the Green Belt.  

Table 6. Relevant Conservation Areas for the assessment of Purpose 4 

Name Date of 

Designatio

n 

Notes from Conservation Area Appraisal 

Tottleworth 

Conservation 

Area (Great 

Harwood) 

1976 Tottleworth Conservation Area is a small conservation area 

covering a historic hamlet which includes seventeenth to 

nineteenth century houses and farm buildings clustered around 

the Tottleworth Road and the river crossing over the Norden 

Brook. There is a strong visual connection throughout the hamlet 

which arises from the vernacular style of the architecture and use 

of local stone and slate and there is green open space which 

contrast with the closed aspect of the woodland either side of the 

Norden crossing. Open views to the west, southwest and 

southeast of the hamlet over fields and rolling countryside are a 

key characteristic of the area. 

The Straits 

Conservation 

Area 

1993 The Straits Conservation Area was designated is a very small area 

and includes 19th century buildings along the main Union Road 

currently used as retail premises and two short streets of terraced 
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(Oswaldtwist

le) 

houses set perpendicular to the road, the historic warehouse on 

Mill Hill, the Straits street itself with its cobbled surface and 

Hippings Bridge. The green open space provided by Tinker 

Brook at the heart of the Conservation Area, contrasting with the 

built-up and enclosed nature of the buildings at the Mill 

Hill/Straits junction. Oswaldtwistle lies in a gently undulating 

landscape of coal measures and millstone grit in the lower hills of 

the Pennines. The settlement grew up along the banks of a 

tributary of the River Calder, the Tinker Brook, which flows into 

the Hyndburn. Key views and vistas include those north and south 

along Union Road, west along Spring Street over the river and 

east along the same street towards the Methodist Chapel. There is 

another significant view, currently outside the Conservation Area, 

over the unnamed bridge at the bottom of Milton Street across 

Tinker Brook to Spring Terrace. 

The 

Rhyddings 

Conservation 

Area 

(Oswaldtwist

le) 

1992 The town of Oswaldtwistle is located is 

positioned on the western edge of the Pennine Hills, to the west of 

and adjoining the town of Accrington. Oswaldtwistle lies in a 

gently undulating landscape of coal measures 

and millstone grit in the lower hills of the Pennines. The elevated 

position of Rhyddings Park provides panoramic views over the 

town and onto the moors. Other significant views are down 

Rhyddings Street towards the mill and up Chapel Street towards 

the Methodist Chapel. The view from the Chapel has been kept 

open the other side of Union Road, within the neighbouring 

Straits Conservation Area, down Spring Street. 

Stanhill 

Conservation 

Area 

(Oswaldtwist

le) 

 There is no Conservation Area Appraisal for the Stanhill 

Conservation Area 

Great 

Harwood 

Conservation 

Area 

1976 Great Harwood Town Centre Conservation Area is at the heart of 

the medieval settlement of Lower Town and the 19th century 

industrial growth of the town of Great Harwood. The existing 

designated area focuses on key civic buildings and the Town Hall 

Square. Great Harwood lies in a gently undulating landscape, in 

the lower hills below the Pennines. The settlement grew up along 

the bank of the Harwood Brook, a tributary of the River 

Hyndburn, which in turn is a tributary of the River Calder. Great 

Harwood lies on sloping ground, on the north side of the valley of 

the River Hyndburn. Key views and vistas within the 

Conservation Area include views into and out of the Conservation 

Area in both directions along Blackburn Road and Queen Street. 

The sloping nature of Queen Street adds to the views from 

Towngate across the valley. The view northwards along Church 

Street is interrupted by the rise of the road. Streets to the north 

and south of the town centre offer stunning long-distance views 

across the valley to the Pennines. There are good urban views 

eastwards along Cattle Street and in a south-westerly direction 

from the end of the street. 

Church 

Canalside 

Conservation 

Area 

(Church) 

28th 

November 

2001 

The Church Canalside Conservation Area includes the historic 

settlement of Church and the canalside to the west including the 

Aspen Valley area of Oswaldtwistle. Church is one of a cluster of 

townships around Accrington which lie in a gently undulating 

landscape where the Tinker Brook and Hyndburn River drain 

from the open moorland of Oswaldtwistle Moor northward, 

towards the verdant and wooded vale of the River Calder. The 

Conservation Area Appraisal found that the close juxtaposition of 

dense urban form and open countryside is a significant 
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characteristic of the Church Conservation Area. The clear 

transition from one to the other is recognised as worthy of 

protection. Notable examples occur as the canal passes from the 

open countryside of the Aspen Valley into an enclosed urban 

corridor in the Blythes / Blackburn Road area; and also at Church 

Kirk Bridge where there is a surprise view across the Calder 

Valley to Whalley Nab and Pendle Hill. It is recognised that this 

green belt has seen previous development – collieries, quarries, a 

sewage farm, reservoir and extensive landfill. However it has now 

regained something of its pre-industrial, green and open feel. 

Christ 

Church 

Conservation 

Area 

(Church) 

 There is no Conservation Area Appraisal for Christ Church 

Conservation Area  

Accrington 

Town Centre 

Conservation 

Area 

Designated 

in 1976 

and 

extended 

in 1979 

and 1991 

Accrington Town Centre Conservation Area is one of two within 

Accrington’s urban extent, the other being Christ Church 

Conservation Area which is located to the southeast of the town 

centre. Accrington Town Centre Conservation Area is generally 

linear in form and is arranged around the east-west axes of 

Blackburn Road, Cannon Street and Warner Street. Like much of 

Accrington, the topography of the conservation area is undulating 

and often steeply sloped. The town sits within a bowl formed by 

surrounding hills and the location of Church Street at the base of 

this bowl ensures that the street forms the lowest point of the 

conservation area. The nature of the topography creates steeply 

sloped westerly views towards Church Street down Warner Street 

from Abbey Street in the eastern part of the conservation area and 

sloping easterly views along Holme Street and Cannon Street 

which impacts on the views.  

Eanam 

Conservation 

Area 

Designated 

2013 

The Conservation Area includes a cluster of historic buildings and 

sites which represent one of the early nineteenth century 

industrial areas of Blackburn which developed shortly after the 

construction of the Leeds Liverpool canal. There are key views 

within the immediate vicinity of the Conservation Area however 

these do not extend further out of the urban area.  

The proceeding stages are only undertaken if the nearest settlement to the parcel is 

one of the defined historic towns. If the nearest settlement is not a historic town, 

the conclusion should be ‘no contribution’ to purpose 4. 

Stage 2  

This stage is intended to capture whether the Green Belt parcel in question has a 

role in preserving the setting of the setting and special character of the historic 

town by reference to the Conservation Areas. 

A buffer was applied from the historic towns’ Conservation Areas outwards by 

250m. The use of this 250m buffer provides a spatial container to assess the 

relationship between the Conservation Area and the Green Belt. 250m is based on 

consideration of the overall scale of the settlements and utilises an element of 

professional judgement given the lack of formal guidance on this matter. Without 

the buffer, the relationship between the Conservation Area and Green Belt would 

not be brought into focus.  

Key views are also considered where they are relevant to the Green Belt and these 

are identified in the relevant Conservation Area Appraisals.  
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The justification for focusing on relevant Conservation Areas is to provide a high 

level approach to provide consistency and clarity and to ensure that the focus is on 

the setting and character of these ‘historic’ assets which are given significant 

protection both through legislation and policy. This sieves out parcels which are 

adjacent to Conservation Areas which are of local heritage value and individual 

listed buildings given that this would provide too much of a fine grain assessment 

which would be less focused on the ‘historic town’ as a whole. 

Where the Green Belt parcel is not directly aligned with the 250m buffer of the 

Conservation Area, it is not necessary to undertake Stage 3 and the conclusion 

should be ‘no contribution’ to purpose 4, unless the parcel includes or crosses a 

key view identified in the Conservation Area Appraisal. 

Stage 3 

The final stage captures whether the role of the Green Belt in preserving the 

setting and character of the Conservation Area has been diluted through modern 

in-fill development within the development limits. 

Stage 3A also includes the consideration of other ‘designated heritage assets’ and 

important views given that these may add to the setting and special character of 

the Conservation Area. 

Purpose 5: To assist in urban regeneration, by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict and other urban land 

Approach to the Assessment 

Apply ‘moderate contribution’ to all General Areas and parcels. 

Justification for the Approach 

A number of authorities have chosen to follow the PAS Green Belt guidance from 

February 2015 which states that the value of various land parcels is unlikely to be 

distinguished by the application of this purpose and have therefore screened out 

purpose 5 from the assessment. 

In light of the Cheshire East Inspectors’ Interim and Further Views, purpose 5 has 

been included within the methodology, taking a pragmatic approach. This ensures 

that each of the purposes is considered and given equal weighting in the overall 

assessment of Green Belt purposes. The approach taken in the Cheshire East 

Council Green Belt Assessment was to consider the potential for regeneration by 

looking at the undeveloped brownfield supply set out in the Urban Potential 

Study, and then comparing this to the total settlement size in order to get a 

percentage of brownfield urban potential. As the brownfield urban potential was 

based on settlements, this easily translated to the assessment of General Areas and 

parcels due to the scale and form of the settlements in Cheshire East.   

This approach does not easily translate to the current context, particularly because 

Hyndburn Council shares a joint Housing Market Area with Blackburn with 

Darwen Council. As this housing market area functions as one unit, it is not 

possible to say that one General Area or parcel makes a greater or lesser 

contribution compared to another in encouraging the development of previously 
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developed land. On this basis, all General Areas and parcels make an equal 

contribution to this purpose. In light of this it is considered that the application of 

a blanket approach to purpose 5 should be applied. In order to determine what this 

blanket level of contribution should be, data from the Hyndburn Strategic Housing 

Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) (2016) and updated figures from the 

Blackburn with Darwen Council SHLAA (2017) (provided by the Council) was 

used to calculate the brownfield capacity. The combined deliverable and 

developable brownfield housing capacity was calculated as a percentage of the 

existing number of dwellings in both local authority areas (the housing market 

area). This is shown in Table 7 below.  

In the Cheshire East Green Belt Assessment, thresholds were defined according to 

the range of percentages which were calculated as brownfield urban potential 

across Cheshire East. There is no precedent from other authorities for how such 

thresholds should be set. In the case of this housing market area, there are higher 

levels of brownfield land across the authority areas compared to Cheshire East 

thus it is logical to define the thresholds accordingly. Table 8 below sets out the 

thresholds. In light of this, a blanket assessment of ‘moderate’ should be applied 

to all General Area and parcels. This represents a proportionate and strategic 

approach. 

Table 7. Calculation of brownfield capacity for Hyndburn Council and Blackburn with Darwen 

Council combined 

1. Existing 

number of 

dwellings5 

2. Deliverable and 

developable brownfield 

yield (number of 

dwellings)6   

3. Developable and deliverable 

brownfield housing capacity 

as a percentage of the 

existing number of dwellings 

(%) 

4. Purpose 5 Level 

of Contribution 

5. 95,597 6. 5,027 7. 5.3 8. Moderate 

Table 8. Purpose 5 Assessment Thresholds 

 

Brownfield Capacity Thresholds 
 

Purpose 5 Level of Contribution 

 

0% 
 

No contribution 

 

>0 – 1% 
 

Weak contribution 

 

>1 – 10% 
 

Moderate contribution 

                                                 
5 Source: Blackburn with Darwen and Hyndburn Councils, Strategic Housing Market Assessment 

and Housing Needs: Final Report (11 July 2014) Paragraph 4.49 
6 Source: For Hyndburn Council this data was taken from the SHLAA 2016 and includes 

brownfield sites categorised as Category 1 (deliverable) or Category 2 (developable). For 

Blackburn with Darwen Council this data was taken from updated SHLAA 2017 figures provided 

by the Council. Only Priority 1 or Priority 2 brownfield sites were included. 
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>10 – 20% 
 

Strong contribution 

Overall Assessment 

The purpose of the overall assessment is to consider the outcomes of each of the 

five purposes and then make a judgement on the overall contribution the parcel 

makes to the Green Belt. 

The same qualitative scoring system as applied to each of the five purposes was 

also applied to the overall assessment, as set out below: 

Table 9: Qualitative scoring system to be applied to overall assessment 

 

Level of Contribution to Green Belt Purposes Overall 

No – the parcel makes no contribution to Green Belt purposes 

Weak – on the whole the parcel makes a limited contribution to Green Belt purposes 

Moderate – on the whole the parcel contributes to a few of the Green Belt purposes however 

does not fulfil all purposes 

Strong – on the whole the parcel contributes to Green Belt purpose in a strong and undeniable 

way, whereby removal of the parcel from the Green Belt would detrimentally undermine the 

overall aim of the Green Belt 

In order to ensure a consistent and transparent approach, the following guidance 

was used in determining the overall assessment: 

 No parcels should be assessed as ‘no contribution’ overall unless each of the 

five purposes is assessed as a ‘no contribution’. 

 Where there was a 4 / 1 split – the majority contribution should always be 

applied, unless the majority is ‘no contribution’ in which case, the overall 

should be ‘weak’. 

 Example: 

Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate No Moderate 

 Exception: 

No No No No Moderate Weak 

 

Where there was a 3 / 2 split – the majority contribution should always be applied 

unless the ‘2’ contributions are ‘strong’. In this case, the overall would be 

‘strong’. The exception to this would be if the majority was ‘no’, in this case the 

overall would be the minority, unless the ‘2’ was moderate, then the contribution 

would be weak given that this is between the two levels. 
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         Example: 
Moderate Moderate Moderate Weak Weak Moderate 

 

         Exception: 
Moderate Moderate Moderate Strong Strong Strong 

No No No Weak Weak Weak 

No No No Moderate Moderate Weak 

Where there was a 3 / 1 / 1 split – the majority contribution should always be 

applied unless one of the minority contributions is ‘strong’ and one is ‘moderate’. 

In this case, professional judgement should be applied (see below). Where the 

majority is ‘no’, the middle category from the split should be the overall. 

         Example: 
Moderate Moderate Moderate Strong Weak Moderate 

Exception: 
Weak Weak Weak Strong Moderate Apply 

professional 

judgement 

No No No Moderate Weak Weak 

 

Where there was a 2 / 2 / 1 split – the contribution to be applied depends on what 

the split and the minority leans towards. For example where the minority 

contribution is ‘no’, the lower contribution of the split should be applied. The 

exception to this is where the minority contribution is ‘strong’, in which case 

professional judgement should be applied. 

         Example: 
Weak Weak No Moderate No  Weak 

Moderate Moderate Weak Weak No Weak 

Moderate Moderate No No Weak Weak 

Exception: 
Moderate Strong Moderate No No Apply 

professional 

judgement 
 

Where 2 purposes are the same and the remaining 3 are all different application of 

professional judgement would be required. 

         Example: 
Weak Weak No Moderate Strong Apply 

professional 

judgement 

Applying Professional Judgement 

Whilst all five Green Belt purposes should be given equal weighting, the overall 

assessment is not intended to be a numbers balancing exercise and a certain level 

of professional judgement must be applied to all of the above rules and 
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particularly where one of the purposes is assessed as ‘strong’. In order to do this, 

it is necessary to refer back to the overall aim and purpose of Green Belt as set out 

in paragraph 79 of the NPPF: 

 

“The fundamental aim of the Green Belt policy is to prevent urban sprawl by 

keeping land permanently open, the essential characteristics of Green Belt are 

their openness and permanence.” 

Paragraph 79 refers to the prevention of ‘urban sprawl’ and keeping land 

permanently open. These aims are fundamentally subsumed within Purposes 1, 2 

and 3 and thus where the development of a parcel would particularly threaten 

these purposes additional weight should be applied to its contribution to Green 

Belt purposes. This is matter for the professional judgement of the assessor 

however the justification for the assessment should provide a transparent 

explanation behind their reasoning. 

4.5 Duty to Cooperate 

The Duty to Cooperate was a principle originally established within the Localism 

Act 2011 and further detailed within the NPPF and NPPG. Paragraph 178 of the 

NPPF requires joint working to be diligently undertaken by LPAs on planning 

issues that cross administrative boundaries in the interests of mutual benefit. 

Following sign off on the methodology by the Council, the methodology was 

shared with the following neighbouring authorities:  

 Blackburn-with-Darwen 

 Burnley 

 Ribble Valley 

 Rossendale 

Comments were received by a number of authorities and minor amendments were 

made to the methodology in accordance with these comments.  
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5 Stage 1: General Area Assessment 

5.1 Overview 

As set out in Section 4.3 of the methodology, the General Areas were defined and 

assessed against the five Green Belt purposes set out in paragraph 80 of the NPPF:  

 "to check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas; 

 to prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another' 

 to assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment; 

 to preserve the setting and special character of historic towns; and 

 to assist in urban regeneration, by encouraging the recycling of derelict 

and other urban land." 

The General Area assessment against these five purposes was carried out using 

the assessment framework detailed in Section 4.4.3 above. 

5.2 Definition of General Areas 

Section 4.3.2 of the methodology sets out the approach to General Area boundary 

definition. As set out in the methodology, the entire Green Belt has been divided 

into General Areas across the following boundaries: motorways, ‘A’ roads, ‘B’ 

road, and railway lines. This created 29 General Areas (as shown below on Map 

A). Following on from this a number of General Areas were merged due to either 

the size of the General Area, the strength of the boundary or the relative character 

and function of the area, as shown on Map B below. This resulted in 8 General 

Areas. 
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Figure 5. General Area Map A 
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Figure 6. General Area Map B 

 

General Area Map B above represents the final General Area map (this is 

provided at Appendix B). The justification table setting out why General Areas in 

Map A were merged is provided at Appendix C. The merging of these General 

Areas was agreed with officers at the Council prior to the commencement of the 

General Area Assessment. 

5.3 General Area Assessment Findings 

The detailed General Area Assessment table can be found at Appendix D. A 

summary of the assessment findings are detailed in Table 10 below. These 

findings represent the overall level of contribution of each of the General Areas. 

Some General Areas may indeed make no contribution to one or a number of the 

five purposes however in applying the rules set out at the end of Section 4.4.3, the 

overall assessments are as follows: 
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Table 10. General Area Assessment Findings – Overall Assessment 

Overall Assessment Level of Contribution General Area Reference 

Strong contribution GA1, GA3 

Moderate contribution GA2, GA5, GA6, GA7, GA8 

Weak contribution GA4 

No contribution - 

In total, 8 General Areas were assessed against the five purposes of Green Belt. 

The findings of the assessments are: 

 2 General Areas make a strong overall contribution to the Green Belt; 

 5 General Areas make a moderate overall contribution to the Green Belt; 

 1 General Area make a weak overall contribution to the Green Belt; and 

 No General Areas make 'no' overall contribution to the Green Belt. 

Figure 7 below provides a map of the overall assessment findings. A larger 

version of this is also provided in Appendix E.   

Figure 7. Chloropleth map of General Area Assessment findings - Overall Assessment 
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6 Stage 2: Green Belt Parcel Assessment 

6.1 Overview 

As set out in Section 4.4 of the methodology, the Green Belt parcels were defined 

and assessed against the five Green Belt purposes set out in paragraph 80 of the 

NPPF:  

 "to check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas; 

 to prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another' 

 to assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment; 

 to preserve the setting and special character of historic towns; and 

 to assist in urban regeneration, by encouraging the recycling of derelict 

and other urban land." 

The Green Belt parcel assessment against these five purposes was carried out 

using the assessment framework detailed in Section 4.4.3 above. 

6.2 Definition of Green Belt Parcels 

Section 4.4.1 of the methodology sets out the approach to Green Belt parcel 

boundary definition. One width of Green Belt parcels was defined around the 

Accrington urban area and around all inset settlements, as well as adjacent to 

settlements in neighbouring authorities. National and international designations 

(Sites of Special Scientific Interest, Ramsar, Special Areas of Conservation, and 

Special Protection Areas, where applicable) were screened out. In total 86 parcels 

were defined. The Green Belt parcel maps are provided in Appendix F. The parcel 

maps were approved by officers at the Council prior to the parcel assessments 

commencing. 

6.3 Green Belt Parcel Assessment Findings 

The detailed Green Belt parcel assessment table can be found at Appendix G. A 

summary of the assessment findings are detailed in Table 11 below. These 

findings represent the overall level of contribution of each of the parcels. Some 

parcels may indeed make no contribution to one or a number of the five purposes 

however in applying the rules set out at the end of Section 4.4.3, the overall 

assessments are as follows:  
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Table 11. Green Belt Parcel Assessment Findings – Overall Assessment 

Overall Assessment 

Level of Contribution 

Green Belt Parcel Reference Total 

Strong contribution 1, 2, 10, 11, 12, 15, 17, 23, 26, 27, 29, 30, 54, 55, 57, 60, 

73, 75, 76, 78, 79, 81 

22 

Moderate contribution 3, 7, 8, 14, 16, 18, 19, 20, 21, 24, 25, 28, 31, 34, 35, 36, 

37, 38, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 49, 53, 56, 58, 59, 61, 62, 

63, 67, 68, 69, 71, 74, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86 

42 

Weak contribution 4, 5, 6, 9, 13, 22, 32, 33, 39, 40, 41, 48, 50, 51, 52, 64, 

65, 66, 70, 72, 77, 80 

22 

No contribution - 0 

In total, 86 Green Belt parcels were assessed against the five purposes of Green 

Belt. The findings of the assessments are: 

 22 Green Belt parcels make a strong overall contribution to the Green Belt; 

 42 Green Belt parcels make a moderate overall contribution to the Green Belt; 

 22 Green Belt parcels make a weak overall contribution to the Green Belt; and 

 No Green Belt parcels make 'no' overall contribution to the Green Belt. 

Figure 8 below provides a map of the overall assessment findings. A larger 

version of this is also provided in Appendix H.   

Figure 8. Chloropleth map of Green Belt parcel assessment findings 
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The outcomes from the assessment do not mean that certain parcels should or 

should not be released from the Green Belt. Should the Council consider that 

Green Belt boundaries need to be altered, an exceptional circumstances case will 

need to be developed. The lower performing parcels have the greatest potential to 

be considered for release, subject to other evidence in the site selection process. 

Higher performing Green Belt parcels can also be considered for release albeit a 

greater exceptional circumstances case will need to be made.   
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7 New Green Belt 

The Core Strategy Topic Paper on Green Belt (2011) identified a number of non-

Green Belt sites which were proposed to be considered for inclusion as new Green 

Belt. These are as follows: 

 Land South of Stanhill Road, former Area of Special Restraint; 

 Land at Sankey House Farm, former Area of Special Restraint; 

 Land adjacent to Tinker Brook, Oswaldtwsitle, former Area of Special 

Restraint; 

 Land in Baxenden currently used as allotments, former Area of Special 

Restraint; 

 Land in Great Harwood currently used as an allotment, former 

employment allocation; and 

 Land off Blackburn Road, Oswaldtwistle, former Area of Special 

Restraint.  

These parcels of land have also been assessed against these five Green Belt 

purposes using the assessment framework detailed in Section 4.4.3 above in order 

to ascertain their relative contribution towards the Green Belt purposes should 

they be made new areas of Green Belt. The assessment is based on the existing 

Green Belt boundary as it currently stands. 

Table 12 below provides a summary of the overall assessment outcomes whilst 

Figure 9 below shows the location of these land parcels. A map showing the 

location of the parcels is provided at Appendix I whilst the detailed assessment 

table is provided at Appendix J. 

Table 12. Summary of Overall Assessment 

Name Reference Green Belt Overall 

Assessment 

Land off Blackburn Road, Oswaldtwistle Parcel A Moderate 

Land South of Stanhill Road Parcel B Weak 

Land adjacent to Tinker Brook Parcel C Weak 

Land in Baxenden (allotments) Parcel D Weak 

Land at Sankey House Farm Parcel E Weak 

Land in Great Harwood (allotments) Parcel F Weak 
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Figure 9. Chloropleth Map showing Overall Assessment for Parcels to be considered for Inclusion 

as New Green Belt 

 
All but one of the parcels (Parcel A) made a weak contribution to the Green Belt. 

None of the parcels made a strong contribution to the Green Belt.



Hyndburn Borough Council Green Belt Assessment 

Final Report 
 

      | Final | 6 March 2018  

\\GLOBAL\EUROPE\LEEDS\JOBS\250000\257113-00\0 ARUP\0-09 PLANNING\0-09-08 REPORTS\FINAL REPORT\FINAL ISSUE 06 03 18\HYNDBURN GBA FINAL REPORT 

ISSUE 06 03 18.DOCX 

Page 53 

 

 

8 Next Steps 

The Council is currently preparing its evidence base for the Site Allocations DPD 

and the Green Belt Assessment represents a key part of this evidence base. Should 

the Council consider the release of sites in the Green Belt to be necessary, then the 

Green Belt Assessment should be used to inform decision making on the selection 

of the most suitable sites. It should be considered alongside other evidence before 

any potential sites are identified.  

In the first instance it will be necessary for the Council to ascertain their housing 

and employment land requirements. If it is shown that additional housing and 

employment land is required beyond the existing supply, the Council could opt to 

develop a site selection methodology that will enable the Green Belt sites to be 

fed into it and assist in delivering the housing and employment land supply.  

In identifying Green Belt sites for release (or adding to the Green Belt) the 

Council will need to develop an 'exceptional circumstances' case to justify altering 

Green Belt boundaries. In developing the 'exceptional circumstances' case it will 

be necessary to look at the need for development and consider whether these 

needs can be accommodated without incursions into the Green Belt. The 

exceptional circumstances case should also consider the impact on sustainable 

patterns of development if Green Belt boundaries were not altered, as required by 

NPPF paragraph 84. 

The Green Belt Assessment can assist as part of a site selection process and in 

developing the exceptional circumstances case. The lower performing parcels will 

have the greatest potential (in purely Green Belt terms) to form part of the supply 

of sites where exceptional circumstances exist. Higher performing Green Belt 

parcels can also be considered for release however a greater case will need to be 

made for 'exceptional circumstances' which outweigh the benefits of a potential 

site remaining in the Green Belt. Therefore the outcomes from the assessment do 

not rule out the possibility of certain parcels being released, the justification and 

accompanying evidence required would be greater in such circumstances.  

If sites for release are different to the Green Belt parcels assessed within this 

assessment, for example due to land ownership boundaries, then separate Green 

Belt Assessments of these sites are advised as part of the exceptional 

circumstances evidence.  

 

 

 

  



 

 

Appendix A 

Good Practice Review of 

Methodologies Adopted 

Elsewhere 
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A1 Purpose 1 

 

LPA and Document 

Status 

 

Purpose 1 Overview 

Blackburn Site 

Allocations DPD 
(adopted December 
2015) 
 
Green Belt Study 
(September 2013) 

Green Belt Position 
Paper (June 2014) 

Purpose 1 scores are based on the single criterion of 'containment', i.e. 

extent of the parcel boundary that adjoins the urban area, and parcel 
boundary strength is separately assessed, recognising that strong 
boundaries can be created. In practice the boundary assessments 
impact on the study findings in two different ways, depending on 
whether the parcel boundary is internal (abuts the urban area) or 
external (in open countryside). 

 
Purpose 1 (score out of 3) for containment; max score 3 
(3=showstopper); 

Burnley Local Plan 
(examination currently 
underway) 
 
Burnley Green Belt 
Review (June 2016) 

Purpose 1 is split into two parts and a score is given for each. There 
are: 
 
1a. Does the parcel play a role in preventing ribbon development 
and/or has the Green Belt within the parcel already been compromised 
by ribbon development? – Parcels are the assessed as having a strong 

role, some role, no role or are not applicable.  
 
1b. Is the parcel free from development? Does the parcel have a sense 
of openness? – Parcels are then grouped as already containing 
development, containing limited development with a strong sense of 
openness or having no development.  

Rossendale Local Plan 
2019-2034 (emerging – 
consultation currently 
underway)  

 
Rossendale Green Belt 
Review (November 
2016) 

Purpose 1 is split into two parts and a score is given for each. There 
are: 
 
1a. Does the parcel exhibit evidence of existing urban sprawl and 

consequent loss of openness? – Parcels are then rated strong / moderate 
/ weak / no contribution / not applicable. 
 
1b. Does the parcel protect open land from the potential for urban 
sprawl to occur? – Parcels are then rated strong / moderate / weak / no 
contribution / not applicable. 

Cheshire East Local Plan 
(to be adopted early 
2017 – Examination 

hearing sessions 
complete) 
 
Green Belt Assessment 
Update (July 2015) 
 

Purpose 1:  The urban area referred to the settlements within the 
settlement hierarchy which were inset from the Green Belt . 
 

The purpose included consideration of the following key questions: 
1. Boundary Definition: Would future development be firmly 
contained by strong or physical features? 
2.Level of Containment:  
A. Does the parcel protect open land that is well connected or 
contained by the urban area?  

B. Would development help “round off” the settlement pattern? 
3. Ribbon Development: What role does the parcel play in preventing 
ribbon development? 
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Staffordshire Moorlands 
Local Plan (not yet 
adopted) 
 

Green Belt Review 
Study (November 2015) 
and Green Belt Review 
Additional Site 
Appraisals (September 
2016) 

Purpose 1: The large built up area is defined as Stoke-on-Trent and to a 
lesser extent Leek, Biddulph and Cheadle. 
 
The Green Belt Assessment Proforma at Appendix A lists the 

following criteria: 
• What is the relationship of this land with the existing built-up area? 
• Is there evidence of ribbon development along transport corridors? 
• Does the parcel sensibly round-off the existing urban area to help 
create good urban form? 
• Is the parcel part of a wider group of parcels that directly act to 

prevent urban sprawl? 
• Does the Green Belt prevent another settlement being absorbed into 
the large built-up area? 
• What is the physical gap between the settlement edge of the parcel 
and the urban edge (i.e. is there a broad gap or is it narrow at this 
point?)  

• Would development represent an outward extension of the urban 
area, result in a physical connection between urban areas, or lead to the 
danger of a subsequent coalescence between such settlements? 
• If released from GB could enduring long-term settlement boundaries 
be established? 

 

Bath and North East 

Somerset Council Core 

Strategy 
 

(adopted in July 2014) 

 
Green Belt Assessment 

Stage 1 (April 2013), 

Stage 2 (September 

2013) 

Purpose 1: It is the view of B&NES Council that Bristol and Bath 

should be regarded as “large built-up areas” when appraising land 

parcels. The considerations applied are outlined below. The Green 

Belt designation in this land parcel: 

• protects open land contiguous to or within close proximity of 
Bristol or Bath; 

• prevents development that would result in another settlement being 

absorbed into the large built up area; and 
 

• prevents sprawl where development would not otherwise be 

restricted by a barrier (e.g. road, railway, large watercourse). 

Rushcliffe Core 

Strategy 

(adopted 

December 2014) 
 
 

Green Belt Review 

(June 2013) 

 

Purpose 1: Consider whether development would: 
 

‐ Take place outside urban areas 
 

‐ Take place in area that cannot be easily linked to existing town 

centres by public transport; and 
 

‐ Impact on accessibility to the open countryside for urban residents 
 

A higher score for areas of Green Belt that stop the coalescence of 

large build up areas on the edge of the district. A lower score for 

areas that have a wide expanse. 
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Rotherham Core 
Strategy (adopted 

September 2014) 
 
 

Green Belt Review 

(April 2012) 

Purpose 1 and 3 have been combined as they are considered to be 
very similar in nature and repetitive. 

 
Each parcel was assigned to one of 3 categories: 

 
Well contained (WC) / High Urban Influence (HUI): 

• A parcel must be adjacent to an urban area and bounded by strong 

physical features such as main roads, railways or tree belts. This 

would prevent any development within the parcel from encroaching 

beyond the parcel boundary into the open countryside in 

neighbouring parcels, and hence if developed would be likely to have 

a minimal impact on the overall openness of the Green Belt. 

• Land possesses a semi-urban to urban character and is no longer 

perceived to be part of the open countryside. Impact upon openness is 

significant to total. 
• Land may contain degraded land that provides opportunities for 

enhancement. 

 
Partly contained (PC) / Medium Urban Influence (MUI) 

• Where only a small part of the parcel is ‘contained’ by the urban 

area. This category includes parcels that abut an urban area for any 

part of their boundary, as these parcels may be a suitable location for 

development, even if the area is currently not physically well-

contained by the urban area. Furthermore, the relationship with the 

urban area may change if an adjoining parcel were to be developed.  

• Land possesses a semi-rural character and there is already a 

perception of significant encroachment with significant impact upon 

openness. 

 • There may be other constraints to further encroachment.  

 

Not contained (NC) / Low Urban Influence (LUI) :  

• Parcels that are ‘not contained’ by an urban area, and are therefore 

areas where development would lead to urban sprawl, includes 

parcels that are not adjacent to an urban area. Such parcels are not, 

by definition, ‘contained’ by an urban area. In the case of parcels that 

are physically separated from an urban area e.g. by a main road (dual 

carriageway or motorway) or railway, these are also considered to be 

‘not contained’.  

• Parcel possesses a predominantly open rural character.  

• There may be limited or no other fundamental constraints to 

encroachment (such as a strong landscape feature that could assist in 

fulfilling this purpose by containing development from outlying 

countryside). 

 

Reference is made to paragraph 81 – beneficial uses of the Green 

Belt. It is noted that the extent to which land in the Green Belt fulfils 

these objectives is not a material factor to be taken into account when 

considering its continued protection as the use of land is not as 

important as the purposes of including land in the Green Belt. 
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Cheshire West and 
Chester Local Plan 
(adopted January 2015) 
 

Green Belt Review Stage 
1 (2011) and Stage 2 
(July 2013) 

How well contained by the urban area is the parcel? 
• Not contained - the majority of the parcel is detached from the urban 
area - 
• development of parcel would be independent of existing built-up area 

• Partly contained - between 25-50% of the parcel is adjacent to the 
urban area 
• Well contained - over 50% of the parcel is adjacent to the urban area 
- 
• development would be an extension of existing built-up area 
 

How strong is the boundary of the defined parcel of land? 
• Weak boundary; one or more features lacking in durability, may have 
large gaps between features, in poor condition, or have no prominent 
features. 
• Development could lead to future sprawl. 
• Moderate boundary; some durable boundary features, may have some 

gaps / 
• condition issues and few prominent features 
• Strong boundary; one or more durable boundary feature that is intact 
and well developed. Prominent features in the landscape. Development 
would be well contained. 

A2 Purpose 2 

 

LPA and Document 

Status 

 

Purpose 2 Overview 

Blackburn Site 
Allocations DPD 
(adopted December 
2015) 
 
Green Belt Study 

(September 2013) 
Green Belt Position 
Paper (June 2014) 

Purpose 2 (score out of 3) for gaps; max score 3 (3=showstopper) 
 
Each parcel has been assessed on the basis of its contribution to the 
effectiveness of a particular gap as it is perceived on the ground, and 
the extent to which any future built development within the parcel 
would be perceived on the ground to reduce the open land between 

town and village. This has been applied in locations where the 
separate identity and distinctive character of smaller settlements is 
safeguarded by the Green Belt designation. 
 
The Project Team adopted the following approach to classification: 
a) Where there is a clear public perception of a view, with no or 

negligible physical obstruction of the outlook from the edge of a 
village towards the neighbouring town, then the parcel/s that make 
up this gap will be identified as “essential gap”. 
b) Where the outlook across a narrow gap is obscured by physical 
features on the ground, for example, topography, permanent visual 
barriers or other elevated landform, then there may be limited 

opportunities to introduce development that effectively “rounds off” 
the edge of a settlement without prejudice to the integrity of the 
essential gap. In such cases the relevant parcels will be identified as 
“partial gap” and carried forward for further consideration. 
c) Where a parcel is not within a gap between settlements, it will be 
recorded as “nogap” and will remain for further consideration. 
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Burnley Local Plan 
(examination currently 
underway) 
 
Burnley Green Belt 
Review (June 2016) 

Purpose 2 is split into two parts and a score is given for each. There 
are: 
 
2a. Does the parcel maintain physical separation of urban areas? 

Parcels are then rated high / med / low / no contribution  
 
2b. Does the parcel maintain the visual and perceptual separation of 
urban areas (inter-visibility)? Parcels are then rated high / med / low 
/ no contribution 

  

Rossendale Local Plan 

2019-2034 (emerging – 
consultation currently 
underway)  
 
Rossendale Green Belt 

Review (November 
2016) 

Purpose 2 has one assessment criteria:  

 
Does the parcel prevent the merging or erosion of the visual or 
physical gap between neighbouring settlements? Parcels are then 
rated strong / moderate / weak / no contribution / not applicable. 

Cheshire East Local Plan 

(to be adopted early 
2017 – Examination 

hearing sessions 

complete) 
 

Green Belt Assessment 
Update (July 2015) 

 
 

Neighbouring towns included all settlements within the 

settlement hierarchy which are inset from the Green Belt. 

 

The purpose included consideration of the following key 

questions: 

1. Would a reduction in the gap between the settlements 

compromise the openness of the Green Belt land? 

2. Do natural features or infrastructure provide a strong 

physical barrier or boundary which maintains the presence of 

the gap between settlements? 

 

Staffordshire Moorlands 
Local Plan (not yet 

adopted) 
 

Green Belt Review 
Study (November 2015) 

and Green Belt Review 

Additional Site 
Appraisals (September 

2016) 

Purpose 2: Neighbouring towns are defined as: Stoke-on-

Trent, Biddulph, Congleton and Cheadle. 

 

The Green Belt Assessment Proforma at Appendix A lists the 

following criteria: 

• Does the parcel lie directly between two towns and form all 

or part of a gap between them? 

• What is the width of the gap and are there significant features 

which provide physical and visual separation? 

• Are there intervening settlements or other development on 

roads which contribute to a sense of connection of towns? 

• Would development in the parcel appear to result in the 

merging of towns or compromise the separation of towns 

physically? 

• Would the development of the parcel be a significant step 

leading towards coalescence of two settlements? 

Bath and North 
East Somerset 

Council Core Strategy 

(adopted in July 
2014) 

 
Green Belt Assessment 

Stage 1 (April 2013), 

Stage 2 (September 

2013) 

The towns that were assessed for purpose 2 were directed by 
BANES council. Bristol and Bath were defined as towns, as were 
the other towns that had a town council. 

The considerations applied are outlined below. The Green Belt 
designation in this land parcel: 

 prevents the merger of towns or prevents development 

that would result in a comparatively significant reduction 

in the distance between towns; and 

 prevents continuous “ribbon development” along transport 

routes that link towns. 

Rotherham Core 
Strategy (adopted 

September 2014) 
 

The definition of a town for purpose 2 in the Rotherham Green Belt 

assessment was broadly aligned with the settlement hierarchy. This 

used the three highest categories – Rotherham urban area, Principle 

Settlements for Growth and Principle Settlements however one local 
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Green Belt Review 

(April 2012) 

centre was also used. This assumption implies that the assessment of 

purpose 2 relates more to land at the higher or broader level between 

towns rather than to more localised wedges or tongues of Green Belt 

that lie within the ‘towns.’ 

Each parcel was assigned to one of 4 categories: 

 
 EG : The parcel is within an essential gap, where 

any further development would reduce the gap 

between settlements to an unacceptable width 

 
 EG (part) : Although these parcels are situated within an 

essential gap that must be kept open, there may be scope 

for some development e.g. ‘rounding off’ on one or both 

edges of the gap without adversely harming its overall 

openness and the broad extent of the gap. 

 
 NG : Narrow gaps were defined as being wider than 

essential gaps but are still sensitive to development. 

Potentially more development could be accommodated on 

the edge of an urban area without leading to neighbouring 

settlements merging 

 
 WG : Wide gaps where development on the urban edge is 

not likely to impact on the integrity of the gap. Wide gaps 

are also likely to contain a series of narrower gaps between 

smaller settlements within them. 

Cheshire West and 

Chester Local Plan 
(adopted January 2015) 

The purpose of the Green Belt was to maintain the strategic 

gap around Chester and Ellesmere Port and therefore villages 

were considered alongside neighbouring towns within the 

Green Belt assessment.  

 

Would the loss of the area of land from the Green Belt result in 

a decrease in the strategic gap between Chester urban area and 

neighbouring towns / villages? 

 

 Removal of the parcel of land from the Green Belt would 

leave a gap of less than 1 mile between built-up areas 

which could result in cohesion of settlements 

 

 Removal of the parcel of land from the Green Belt would 

leave a gap of between 1 and 2 miles between built-up 

areas, cohesion is a possibility 

 

 Removal of the parcel of land from the Green Belt would 

leave a gap of more than 2 miles between built-up areas, 

cohesion unlikely. 
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A3 Purpose 3 

 

LPA and Document 

Status 

 

Purpose 3 Overview 

Blackburn Site 
Allocations DPD 
(adopted December 
2015) 
 

Green Belt Study 
(September 2013) 
Green Belt Position 
Paper (June 2014) 

The release of any land from the Green Belt and its subsequent 
development will potentially result in encroachment into open 
countryside. In the extensive areas of the Lancashire Green Belt 
around Blackburn and Darwen it is anticipated that most if not all land 
will meet this purpose robustly. Therefore the Project Team decided 

that the assessment of Purpose 3 will use a measurement of the 
proportion of each parcel that is already developed and the proportion 
in legitimate countryside uses. Purpose 3 scores relate directly to the 
land use descriptions, therefore we have carefully measured the parcels 
over 50% of which are in countryside use and the parcels containing 
less than 10% built development, to derive a score of up to 6 out of 6. 

Burnley Local Plan 
(examination currently 
underway) 
 
Burnley Green Belt 
Review (June 2016) 

Purpose 3 is split into 4 parts and a score is given for each. There are: 
 
3a. Has the parcel already been affected by encroachment of urbanised 
built development within the parcel?  
3b. Is the parcel affected by visual encroachment of development in 
the surrounding areas? 

3c. Are there existing natural or man-made features / boundaries that 
would prevent encroachment of the countryside within or beyond the 
parcel in the long term? (These could be outside the parcel) 
3d. Does the parcel have a strong and intact landscape character?  
 
Each parcel is then rated high / med / low. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2a. Does the parcel maintain physical separation of urban areas? 
Parcels are then rated high / med / low / no contribution  
 
2b. Does the parcel maintain the visual and perceptual separation of 
urban areas (inter-visibility)? Parcels are then rated high / med / low / 
no contribution 

  

Rossendale Local Plan 

2019-2034 (emerging – 
consultation currently 
underway)  
 
Rossendale Green Belt 
Review (November 

2016) 

Purpose 3 is given one overall score for the purpose, but there are two 

criteria which feed into this:   
 
Does the parcel have the characteristics of countryside and / or connect 
to land with the characteristics of countryside?  
 
Has the parcel already been affected by encroachment of urbanised 

development?  
 
Parcels are then rated strong / moderate / weak / no contribution / not 
applicable. 

Cheshire East Local Plan 

(to be adopted early 
2017 – Examination 
hearing sessions 
complete) 
 
Green Belt Assessment 

Update (July 2015) 
 
 
 

The purpose included consideration of the following key questions: 

1. Are there strong and robust boundaries to contain development and 
prevent encroachment in the long term? 
2.Existing urbanising influences: 
A. What is the existing land use / uses? 
B. What is the proximity and relationship to the settlement? 
C. What is the relationship to the countryside? 

3. Does the parcel protect the openness of the countryside? 
4. Does the parcel serve a beneficial use of the Green Belt which 
should be safeguarded? 
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Staffordshire Moorlands 
Local Plan (not yet 
adopted) 
 

Green Belt Review 
Study (November 2015) 
and Green Belt Review 
Additional Site 
Appraisals (September 
2016) 

Openness is defined as “…absence of built development or other 
urbanising elements (i.e. not openness in a landscape character sense 
which concerns topography and woodland/hedgerow cover).” 
 

The Green Belt Assessment Proforma at Appendix A lists the 
following criteria: 
• Are there clear strong and robust boundaries to contain development 
and prevent encroachment in the long term? 
• Does the parcel have the character of open countryside? What is the 
nature of the land use in the parcel? Is any of the land previously 

developed? 
• Is the parcel partially enclosed by a town or village built up area? 
• Has the parcel been affected by a substantial increase in the mass and 
scale of adjacent urbanising built form? 
• Is there any evidence of significant containment by urbanising built 
form? 

• Has there been incremental erosion of the open character of the land 
on the edge of the settlement (so that it appears as part of the 
settlement)? 
• Is there evidence of severance from the adjacent Green Belt? 

Rushcliffe Core 
Strategy 

(adopted 

December 2014) 
 
 

Green Belt Review 

(June 2013) 

Consider if development would impact on the surrounding rural areas 
outside of the contained urban areas. 

 
Whilst landscape quality is not in itself a Green Belt issue, the impact 

development would have on the role of smaller scale ridges and key 

landscape features in providing a backcloth to urban areas could be 

considered as these features are fundamental to appreciation of the 

open countryside. 

 
A higher score for areas of Green Belt that border an existing 

settlement on one side; and a lower score for areas that border the 
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Bath and North 
East Somerset 

Council Core Strategy 

(adopted in July 
2014) 

 
 

Green Belt Assessment 

Stage 1 (April 2013), 

Stage 2 (September 

2013) 

For the purpose of this assessment, countryside is taken to mean open 
land. It is acknowledged that villages are part of the ‘countryside’, 

but the focus of appraisal under this purpose is on identifying 

whether the appearance of generally open land in the countryside has 

been compromised by previous development. The considerations 

applied are outlined below. The Green Belt designation in this land 

parcel: 
 

 protects countryside that is in use for agriculture, forestry, 

outdoor sport and recreation, cemeteries and local transport 

infrastructure (appropriate uses based on NPPF paragraph 

89, bullets 1 and 2, and paragraph 90, bullet 3); 

 

 protects countryside that is compromised as it contains existing 

uses that would not now constitute appropriate development 

(i.e. assumes re-use of brownfield land and existing buildings 

under NPPF paragraphs 89 & 90 does not apply) or there is 

damaged or derelict land. For instance, existing employment or 

utilities development close to an urban area means land could 

be described as ‘peri-urban’  rather than countryside; 

 

 is important to prevent encroachment on the countryside 

with regard to the topography of land and location 

relative to existing development. 

 
A. Landscape value and enhancement and visual amenity 

 

The considerations applied are outlined below: 

 

 part or all of the land parcel is within or forms the setting of 

an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty; and/or 

 part or all of the land parcel provides the setting for a 

World Heritage Site, Conservation Area, Scheduled 

Ancient Monument or listed buildings. 

 
B. Biodiversity value and enhancement. The considerations 

applied are outlined below: 

 

 part or all of the land parcel has a national or local ecology 

designation. 

 
C. Access and opportunities for outdoor sport and recreation 

The considerations applied are outlined below. 

• the area has a relatively high concentration of Public Rights of 

Way; or other forms of outdoor sport and recreation (e.g. golf 

courses, stables). 

Rotherham Core 
Strategy 
(adopted 

September 2014) 
 
Green Belt Review 
(April 2012)  

See Purpose 1 above – purpose 1 and purpose 3 have been combined 
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Cheshire West and 
Chester Local Plan 
(adopted January 2015) 
 

Green Belt Review Stage 
1 (2011) and Stage 2 
(July 2013) 

The focus for this purpose will be on the land uses and opportunities 
that "positively enhance the beneficial use of the Green Belt". 
(i) Positive opportunities are: 
• Providing access (to open space / countryside); 

• Provide opportunities for outdoor sport and recreation; 
• Retain, and enhance landscapes; 
• Improve damaged and derelict land; and 
• Visual amenity and biodiversity 
 
Are Green Belt opportunities being achieved in the defined area?  

• 5 opportunities are being achieved 
• 3 or 4 opportunities are being achieved 
• 2 or less opportunities are being achieved 
 
What percentage of the parcel if covered by development? 
• Less than 25% of the parcel is developed 

• Between 25 - 50% of the parcel is developed  
• Greater than 50% of the parcel is developed 

 

A4 Purpose 4 

LPA and Document 

Status 
Purpose 4 Overview 

Blackburn Site 

Allocations DPD 
(adopted December 
2015) 
 
Green Belt Study 
(September 2013) 

Green Belt Position 
Paper (June 2014) 

The methodology explains that there are no ‘nationally’ recognised 

historic towns, the setting and special character of which need to be 
protected, within Blackburn with Darwen. However both Blackburn and 
Darwen have their own unique setting and individual character which 
contributes to their own distinctiveness and that of the Borough’s as a 
whole. Furthermore the distinct character of the towns and villages in 
Blackburn with Darwen contributes to the overall character of Pennine 

Lancashire. Draft Town Character Studies have been commenced by the 
Council and, although these are not as yet complete, they have been 
used to inform the study by helping to identify the historical periods of 
development of both towns, and the distinctive character of areas of 
early industrial, commercial and residential development. 
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Burnley Local Plan 
(examination currently 
underway) 
 

Burnley Green Belt 

Review (June 2016) 

Purpose 4 is given one overall score for the purpose, but there are two 
criteria which feed into this:   
 
Is the parcel partially or wholly within or adjacent to a Conservation 

Area within an historic town?  
 
Does the parcel have good intervisbility with the historic core of an 
historic town?  

 
Each parcel is then rated high / med / low / no contribution. However, 

there is no definition of historic core or town, there is a footnote 
attached to ‘historic core’ which states:  

“A list of ‘historic towns’ will need to be agreed with the Steering 
Group and their historic cores defined, for example by using the 

Conservation Areas which sit close to the centre of each historic town.” 

 

Rossendale Local Plan 
2019-2034 (emerging – 
consultation currently 
underway)  
 

Rossendale Green Belt 

Review (November 2016) 

Purpose 4 has one assessment criteria.  
 
Does the parcel contribution to the setting and ‘special character’ of a 
historic town (s) ? P 
 
Parcels are then rated strong / moderate / weak / no contribution / not 

applicable. 

Cheshire East Local Plan 

(to be adopted early 2017 

– Examination hearing 

sessions complete) 

 

Green Belt Assessment 

Update (July 2015) 

 

 

 

 

Stage 1: Is the settlement a historic town? With reference to the 

Domesday Book and to the CEC Historic evidence base in terms of the 

Cheshire Historic Towns Survey. 

 

Stage 2: Assess the proximity of the town’s historic elements to the 

Green Belt by reference to conservation areas. Applying a buffer of 250-

500m. If no conservation areas within the buffer the parcel makes no 

contribution to purpose 4. 

 

Stage 3: What role does the Green Belt play in preserving the setting and 

special character of the historic town? Consider settlement 

size/scale/form, historic elements, land form/land cover/landscape 

features, outward and invward views from the settlement and Green Belt. 
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Staffordshire Moorlands 

Local Plan (not yet 

adopted) 

 

Green Belt Review Study 

(November 2015) and 

Green Belt Review 

Additional Site 

Appraisals (September 

2016) 

Historic Town is defined as: “settlement or place with historic features 

identified in local policy or through conservation area or other historic 

designation(s). In Staffordshire Moorlands this relates to the towns of 

Leek, Biddulph and Cheadle.” 

 

The Green Belt Assessment Proforma at Appendix A lists the following 

criteria: 

Does the parcel make a positive contribution to the setting of the historic 

town? Measured by :- 

 Can features of the historic town be seen from within the 

parcel? 

 Is the parcel in the foreground of views towards the historic 

town from public places? 

 Is there public access within the parcel? 

 Does the parcel form part of an historic landscape that is 

related to an historic town? 

Bath and North East 

Somerset Council Core 

Strategy (adopted in July 

2014) 

 

 

Green Belt Assessment 

Stage 1 (April 2013), 

Stage 2 (September 

2013) 

It is the view of B&NES Council that Bristol, Bath, Keynsham, 

Midsomer Norton and Radstock should be regarded as “towns” when 

appraising land parcels. Keynsham, Midsomer Norton and Radstock all 

have Town Councils. The consideration applied is outlined below: 

The Green Belt designation in this land parcel makes a positive 

contribution to the setting, or better reveals the significance of a World 

Heritage Site or Conservation Area where the designation covers all or 

part of a town. 

Rushcliffe Core Strategy 

(adopted December 2014) 

 

 

Green Belt Review (June 

2013) 

Consider if the development would impact on: 

- Conservation Areas 

- Setting and character of highly valued historic assets (historic 

Parks and Gardens, Listed Buildings, scheduled ancient 

monuments.) 

A higher score for areas of Green Belt land that have a clear link with the 

settlement’s historic core; and a lower score for settlements without a 

clear historic core, or where the historic core has been subsumed by 20th 

Century development. 

Rotherham Core Strategy 

(adopted September 

2014) 

 

 

Green Belt Review (April 

2012) 

Rotherham does not contain any nationally recognised historic towns, the 

setting of which needs to be protected. However, whilst this may be the 

case, the presence of historic attributes, such as conservation areas or 

other historic designations, is something which can still be used in 

consideration of the identity of the settlements defined as “towns” and 

was therefore used to inform the assessment of Purpose 2 where relevant. 
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Cheshire West and 

Chester Local Plan 

(adopted January 2015) 

 

 

Green Belt Review Stage 

1 (2011) and Stage 2 

(July 2013) 

Are there any key views into/out of the historic city core? 

 Clear sight of key landmarks / assets or features into and/or out of 

the historic core 

 Partial visibility of key landmarks / assets or features into and/or out 

of the historic core 

 No key landmarks / assets or features in the historic core are visible. 

 Area not visible from urban core 

 

Does the parcel of land contribute towards the openness of the land and 

its surroundings? 

 Area is open with vistas over the adjacent rural landscapes and 

countryside 

 Partial openness, some views of adjacent rural landscapes and 

countryside, some restriction 

 Area has limited / no openness, views over adjacent rural landscapes 

and countryside greatly restricted 

 

A5 Purpose 5 

 

LPA and Document 

Status 

 

Purpose 5 Overview 

Blackburn Site 
Allocations DPD 
(adopted December 
2015) 

 
Green Belt Study 
(September 2013) 
Green Belt Position 
Paper (June 2014) 

Purpose 5 was not assessed. 

Burnley Local Plan 
(examination currently 
underway) 
 

Burnley Green Belt 
Review (June 2016) 

The assessment criteria for purpose 5 states:  
 
Green Belt has the potential to make a strategic contribution to urban 

regeneration by restricting the land available for development and 

encouraging developers to seek out and recycle derelict / urban sites. 
It is considered that it is not possible to distinguish the extent to which 

each Green Belt parcels delivers against this purpose and therefore 
the parcels have not been individually assessed against Purpose 5. 
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LPA and Document 

Status 

 

Purpose 5 Overview 

Rossendale Local Plan 

2019-2034 (emerging – 
consultation currently 
underway)  
 
Rossendale Green Belt 
Review (November 

2016) 

A explanation is given on purpose 5 and approaches taken elsewhere 

and it then states:  
 

“This Study therefore acknowledges that purpose 5 is important and 
should be afforded equal weight with Purposes 1-4 but that is not 

possible to assess the performance of purpose 5 in a parcel-by-parcel 
assessment.” 

 

Cheshire East Local Plan 

(to be adopted early 2017 

– Examination hearing 

sessions complete) 

 

Green Belt Assessment 

Update (July 2015) 

 

Assess the potential for urban regeneration within settlements in 

Cheshire East and neighbouring authorities by looking at undeveloped 

brownfield supply and urban potential figures compared to the total 

settlement size to assess the percentage brownfield development within 

urban areas. A threshold was then applied relating to the scale of 

potential urban regeneration. 

 

• No contribution: Zero urban potential 

• Contribution: >0 - 1% urban potential 

• Significant contribution: >1% - 5% urban potential 

• Major contribution: >5% urban potential 

Staffordshire Moorlands 

Local Plan (not yet 

adopted) 

 

Green Belt Review Study 

(November 2015) and 

Green Belt Review 

Additional Site 

Appraisals (September 

2016) 

The Green Belt Assessment Proforma at Appendix A lists the following 

criteria: 

 Would development in this area render previously developed 

land in the vicinity or further afield unattractive to develop? 

 Is there evidence of development pressure in this area (via 

SHLAA)? 

Bath and North East 

Somerset Council Core 

Strategy (adopted in July 

2014) 

 

Green Belt Assessment 

Stage 1 (April 2013), 

Stage 2 (September 

2013) 

The Bristol and Bath Green Belt is considered to play an important 

role in encouraging the recycling of derelict and other urban land, by 

restricting the availability of greenfield sites. The considerations 

applied are outlined below. 

 The land parcel adjoins the urban areas, defined as Bristol, 

Bath, Keynsham, Midsomer Norton or Radstock for the 

appraisal of this Green Belt purpose. 

 

 The land parcel contains land where B&NES Council have 

experienced development pressure. 

Rushcliffe Core Strategy 
adopted December 2014) 

 

Consider if development would impact upon the likelihood of sites 

within the existing urban area in coming forward, and whether 
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LPA and Document 

Status 

 

Purpose 5 Overview 

 
Green Belt Review 

(June 2013) 

development in the broad location would facilitate the possibility of 

reusing previously developed land. 

 

It is recognised this purpose could only be achieved in combination 
with the appropriate regeneration/development plan policies. For this 

purpose, an average value of 3 is used unless more local 

circumstances identify that the location it is also necessary to have an 

appreciation of the history of the Nottingham-Derby Green Belt, the 

original intentions of the designation when it was prepared at the 

local level and the extent of previous changes, and any specific 

regeneration issues. 

Rotherham Core Strategy 

(adopted September 

2014) 

 

 

Green Belt Review 

(April 2012) 

It is the overall restrictive nature of Green Belt that, through its 

limitation of the supply of other development opportunities, encourages 

regeneration and re-use of land at a strategic level. It is considered 

impossible to judge how any given parcel of land within the Green Belt 

would contribute to the fulfilment of this purpose. This purpose has 

therefore not been assessed on an area by area basis. 

This relationship will be determined through the Core Strategy DPD, 

Sites and Policies DPD or individual planning applications. 

Cheshire West and 

Chester Local Plan 

(adopted January 2015) 

 

 

Green Belt Review Stage 

1 (2011) and Stage 2 

(July 2013) 

At this stage in the study it has been decided that the assessment of this 

purpose will be deferred. The reason for this decision is the difficulty of 

being able to measure whether development outside of the urban core, 

i.e. any remaining brownfield regeneration sites; was likely to have a 

positive or negative impact on regeneration priorities and subsequently 

on the success of the Green Belt to fulfil this purpose 

 

 

 



 

 

Appendix B 

General Area Maps 
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B1 General Area Map A 
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B2 General Area Map B (Final map used for 
the assessments) 



 

 

Appendix C 

Justification for Merging of 

General Areas 
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C1 Justification for Merging of General Areas 

Map A 

Reference 

Comments in 

relation to 

Map B 

Map B 

Reference 
Justification 

 

1 

 

1, 2 and 7 have 

been merged to 

form 8 

 

8 

 

The GAs in map A were merged to become 8 

in map B as they have similar characteristics 

and the small scale of 1 and 2 mean they are 

appropriate for merging. 2 

3 

3, 6, 9, 10, 12 

and 13 have 

been merged to 

form 6 

6 

These GAs have been merged across a number 

of A-roads due to their similar characteristics 

and the motorway containing the GAs 

4 4, 5, and 8 have 

been merged to 

form 7  

 

7 

 

These GAs have been merged as they are all of 

a small scale and have similar characteristics. 

These are all contained by the motorway and 

the outer Green Belt boundary 

 

5 

 

6 

3, 6, 9, 12 and 

13 have been 

merged to form 

6 

6 As above 

7 

 

1, 2 and 7 have 

been merged to 

form 8 

 

8 As above 

8 

4, 5, and 8 have 

been merged to 

form 7  

 

7 As above 

 

9 

 
3, 6, 9, 10, 12 

and 13 have 

been merged to 

form 6 

6 As above 
 

10 

 

 

11 

 

 

11, 14, 15, 16 

and 29 have 

been merged to 

form 1 

 

1 

These GAs have been merged due to the small 

size of 11, 14, 15 and 16 and them being of 

similar characteristics to 29 

 

12 

 
3, 6, 9, 10, 12 

and 13 have 

been merged to 

form 6 

6 As above 
 

13 

 

 

14 

 

11, 14, 15, 16 

and 29 have 

been merged to 

form 1 

  

1 As above 
 

15 

 



Hyndburn Borough Council Green Belt Assessment 

Final Report 
 

      | Final | 6 March 2018  

\\GLOBAL\EUROPE\LEEDS\JOBS\250000\257113-00\0 ARUP\0-09 PLANNING\0-09-08 REPORTS\FINAL REPORT\FINAL ISSUE 06 03 18\HYNDBURN GBA FINAL REPORT 

ISSUE 06 03 18.DOCX 

Page C2 

 

 

 

16 

 

17 

17 and 20 have 

been merged to 

form 5 

5 
These GAs have been merged across the A-

road as they have similar characteristics 

 

18 

 
18, 19, 21, 24 

and 25 have 

been merged to 

form 4 

4 

These GAs have been merged across A roads 

and B roads as they demonstrate similar 

characteristics and are all contained to the 

south of the motorway.  
 

19 

 

20 

17 and 20 have 

been merged to 

form 5 

5 As above 

21 

18, 19, 21, 24 

and 25 have 

been merged to 

form 4 

4 As above  

 

22 

 
22, 23 and 26 

have been 

merged to form 

3 

3 

These GAs have been merged across the A 

roads as they have similar characteristics and 

22 is very small scale. They are contained by 

the settlements to the north of the motorway. 
 

23 

 

 

24 

 
18, 19, 21, 24 

and 25 have 

been merged to 

form 4 

4 As above  
 

25 

 

26 

22, 23 and 26 

have been 

merged to form 

3 

3 As above 

 

27 

 
27 and  28 have 

been merged to 

form 2 

2 
These GAs have been merged across the A-

road due to their similar characteristics.  

28 

 

29 

 

11, 14, 15, 16 

and 29 have 

been merged to 

form 1 

  

1 As above 



 

 

Appendix D 

Detailed General Area 

Assessment Table 
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General 

Area 

Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the countryside 

from encroachment; 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to 

assist in urban 

regeneration, by 

encouraging the 

recycling of 

derelict and other 

urban land 

Justification for Assessment 
Overall 

Assessment 

GA1 Weak contribution: The GA is 

adjacent to the Blackburn with 

Darwen local authority boundary. 

The GA’s boundary partly consists 

of the Leeds and Liverpool Canal, 

which is durable, and partly of field 

boundaries which are less durable. 

The GA has a limited connection to 

the built up area along part of the 

south western boundary. Overall the 

GA makes a weak contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl due to 

its mix of durable and less durable 

boundaries and its limited 

connection to the urban area.   

Moderate contribution: The 

GA forms a largely essential 

gap between the neighbouring 

towns of Great Harwood and 

Rishton. Development of part 

of the GA would not result in 

the merging of the 

neighbouring towns however 

there is potential that 

extensive development would 

significantly reduce the gap 

between the towns. The GA 

also forms a largely essential 

gap between the Blackburn 

urban area and Rishton. 

Development of the southern 

section of the GA would 

result in the merging of these 

towns however development 

elsewhere in the GA would 

not result in merging. Overall, 

the GA makes a moderate 

contribution to preventing 

towns from merging.  

 

Strong contribution: The GA is connected to the 

neighbouring towns of Great Harwood and Rishton along 

its southern boundary and the Blackburn urban area along 

its south western boundary. The GA’s boundaries with 

Rishton are comprised of mainly field and garden 

boundaries which are less durable, however a small section 

of Cut Lane forms a boundary to the south west which is 

more durable. The GA’s boundaries with Great Harwood 

are comprised of predominantly residential gardens and the 

rear of the existing residential development, which are less 

durable boundaries, and Cliffe Lane and Blackburn Old 

Road which are durable. The GA’s boundary with the 

Blackburn urban area is comprised of the Leeds and 

Liverpool Canal which is durable and field boundaries 

which are less durable. The less durable boundaries would 

not be able to prevent encroachment into the GA. The GA 

is connected to the countryside along its entire northern 

boundary, its western boundary and part of its southern and 

eastern boundary.  The eastern boundary is comprised of 

the River Calder and the A680 and the southern boundary 

consists of the B6535 and the M65 and the M65 slip road, 

which are durable, and could prevent encroachment beyond 

the GA if the GA was developed. The northern and western 

boundaries are connected to the countryside and consist of 

field boundaries which are less durable. These less durable 

boundaries would not be able to prevent encroachment 

beyond the GA if the GA was developed The existing land 

use consists of agricultural land and open countryside, with 

some built form dotted across the GA including Star Delph 

Quarry and some areas of vegetation including wooded 

areas. In addition, the GA contains the Dean Clough 

Reservoir, Rishton Reservoir and a section of Parsonage 

Reservoir. The GA supports a strong degree of openness, 

with less than 10% built form and low vegetation. Overall, 

the GA makes a strong contribution to safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment as it has a strong degree of 

openness and a mix of durable and less durable boundaries. 

 

Moderate 

contribution: The GA 

is adjacent to the 

historic town of 

Great Harwood. The 

GA is located within 

the 250m buffer area 

around the Great 

Harwood 

Conservation Area.  

The northern tip of 

the Conservation 

Area lies adjacent to 

the Green Belt whilst 

the remainder of it is 

separated from the 

Green Belt by 

residential 

development and the 

B5635. Given that 

part of the 

Conservation Area 

lies adjacent to the 

Green Belt, the GA 

makes a moderate 

contribution to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate 

contribution: All 

Green Belt land 

can be considered 

to support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is 

not appropriate to 

state that some 

parts of the Green 

Belt perform this to 

a stronger or 

weaker degree. 

Therefore all GAs 

makes a moderate 

contribution to this 

purpose. 

The GA makes a strong contribution to one 

purpose, a moderate contribution to three 

purposes and a weak contribution to one 

purpose. In line with the methodology, 

professional judgement has been applied to 

evaluate the overall contribution. The GA 

has been judged to make a strong overall 

contribution to the Green Belt. The GA 

makes a weak contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl of Blackburn due to its 

mix of durable and less durable boundaries 

and limited connection with the built up 

area. The GA forms a largely essential gap 

between the neighbouring towns of Great 

Harwood and Rishton, making a moderate 

contribution to preventing the towns from 

merging. The GA makes a strong 

contribution to safeguarding the countryside 

from encroachment as it has a strong degree 

of openness and a mix of durable and less 

durable boundaries. In particular the 

northern and western boundaries with the 

countryside are less durable and would not 

be able to prevent encroachment beyond the 

GA. The GA therefore makes a strong 

contribution to fulfilling the fundamental 

aim of the Green Belt under paragraph 79 of 

the NPPF in protecting the openness of the 

Green Belt. The GA makes a moderate 

contribution to preserving the setting and 

special character of the Great Harwood 

Conservation Area. The GA makes a 

moderate contribution to assisting in urban 

regeneration by encouraging the recycling 

of derelict and other urban land. 

Strong 

contribution 

GA2 Moderate contribution: The GA is 

adjacent to the Accrington urban 

area (specifically the township of 

Clayton-le-Moors). The GA’s 

boundaries with the urban area are a 

mix of garden boundaries, which are 

less durable, and road boundaries 

including Burnley Road, Clayaton 

Hall Drive, Mill Lane, Warwick 

Avenue, the A680 and a small 

Moderate contribution: The 

GA forms a largely essential 

gap between Great Harwood 

and the Accrington urban area 

(specifically Clayton-le-

Moors), whereby the 

development of the whole of 

the GA would significantly 

reduce the gap between the 

neighbouring towns and lead 

Moderate contribution: The GA is connected to Great 

Harwood along a short section of its western boundary and 

Clayton-le-Moors along the south western boundary. The 

GA’s boundary with Great Harwood is comprised of a 

mainly residential gardens, which are less durable, however 

a small section of Mill Lane forms a boundary to the south 

which is durable. The GA’s boundary with Clayton-le-

Moors is comprised of a mix of field boundaries and garden 

boundaries which are less durable and roads including the 

A679, the A680, a short section of the M65 and Warwick 

No contribution: The 

GA is adjacent to the 

historic town of 

Great Harwood. 

However the GA is 

not within 250m of 

any relevant 

Conservation Areas 

and therefore does 

not contribute to 

Moderate 

contribution: All 

Green Belt land 

can be considered 

to support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is 

not appropriate to 

state that some 

The GA makes a moderate contribution to 

four purposes and no contribution to one.  In 

line with the methodology, the GA has been 

judged to make a moderate overall 

contribution to the Green Belt. The GA 

makes a moderate contribution to checking 

the unrestricted sprawl of the Accrington 

urban area due to its mix of boundaries, and 

its role in restricting ribbon development. 

The GA makes a moderate contribution to 

Moderate 

contribution 
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General 

Area 

Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the countryside 

from encroachment; 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to 

assist in urban 

regeneration, by 

encouraging the 

recycling of 

derelict and other 

urban land 

Justification for Assessment 
Overall 

Assessment 

section of the M65 which are 

durable. In addition, there is a small 

section of boundary which is 

adjacent to the Leeds and Liverpool 

Canal which is a durable boundary.  

These boundaries could prevent 

sprawl. The GA is connected to the 

urban area along the majority of its 

south western boundary. Given the 

pattern of the built up area, 

development of a small section of 

the GA at its south western corner 

could constitute ‘rounding off’ of 

the settlement pattern.  There is 

some ribbon development adjacent 

to the GA along the A680 and the 

GA has a role in preventing further 

ribbon development. Overall, the 

GA makes a moderate contribution 

to checking unrestricted sprawl due 

to its mix of durable and less 

durable boundaries, and role in 

restricting ribbon development.  

 

to the actual and perceived 

merging of these towns. 

Development of other parts of 

the GA would not result in the 

merging of these 

neighbouring towns. The GA 

also forms a largely essential 

gap between Clayton-le-

Moors/Great Harwood and 

Padiham whereby 

development of the whole of 

the GA would significantly 

reduce the actual and 

perceived gap between the 

neighbouring towns however 

would not result in them 

merging. Development of 

other parts of the GA would 

not result in these towns 

merging. Overall, the GA 

makes a moderate 

contribution to preventing 

towns from merging. 

Avenue which are durable. In addition, the Leeds and 

Liverpool Canal forms a short boundary to the south which 

is durable. These boundaries generally consist of major 

roads and should be durable enough to prevent 

encroachment into the GA.  The GA is adjacent to the 

countryside along the northern boundary which is 

comprised of the River Calder, along part of the north 

eastern boundary which comprises of field boundaries and 

along the south eastern boundary which is comprised of the 

M65. As such, the majority of the boundaries with the 

countryside are durable and could prevent encroachment 

beyond the GA if the GA was developed. The existing land 

uses consist of open countryside and some agricultural 

uses, with some areas of vegetation, woodlands and park 

land including Altham Clough Wood. There are small 

amounts of built form which includes farms across the GA 

and land for recreation uses including Wilson Playing 

Fields. There is a caravan park, a sewage works and Great 

Harwood Golf Course located in the north of the GA.  Thus 

there has already been encroachment into the countryside. 

In addition, the Altham Industrial Estate and Business Park 

is surrounded by the GA towards to the north eastern edge 

of the GA. The GA has a moderate degree of openness, 

with between 10-20% built form which would impact long 

line views within the GA and low levels of vegetation. 

Overall, the GA makes a moderate contribution to 

safeguarding from encroachment due to its moderate 

degree of openness and mix of durable and less durable 

boundaries.  

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns.  

parts of the Green 

Belt perform this to 

a stronger or 

weaker degree. 

Therefore all GAs 

makes a moderate 

contribution to this 

purpose. 

preventing towns from merging as it forms a 

largely essential gap between Great 

Harwood and Clayton-le-Moor as well as 

Clayton-le-Moor/Great Harwood and 

Padiham. The GA makes a moderate 

contribution to safeguarding the countryside 

from encroachment as it supports a 

moderate degree of openness and has a mix 

of durable and less durable boundaries. The 

GA makes no contribution to preserving the 

setting and character of historical towns. 

The GA makes a moderate contribution to 

assisting in urban regeneration by 

encouraging the recycling of derelict and 

other urban land.  

GA3 Moderate contribution: The GA is 

adjacent to the Accrington urban 

area. The GA is connected to the 

urban area along the eastern 

boundary only. Blackburn Road 

(A678) and Lower Barnes Street 

form a small section of the eastern 

boundary with the built up area and 

represents a durable boundary 

which could prevent sprawl. The 

remainder of the eastern boundary 

consists of Junction 7 Business Park 

hardstanding and car parks, and 

garden boundaries which are less 

durable which would not be able to 

prevent sprawl into the GA. Overall 

the GA makes a moderate 

contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl due to the 

Strong Contribution: The GA 

forms an essential gap 

between the Accrington urban 

area (specifically Clayton-le-

Moors), Rishton and Great 

Harwood whereby 

development of the GA would 

result in the actual and 

perceived merging of these 

neighbouring towns. Limited 

development within the GA 

would still significantly 

reduce the gap between the 

neighbouring towns and result 

in the perceived merging. 

.Overall, the GA makes a 

strong contribution to 

preventing neighbouring 

Moderate Contribution: There is a mix of durable and less 

durable boundaries between the GA and the built up area. 

The GA is connected to Great Harwood to the north with a 

mixed boundary consisting of Hyndburn Road and Alan 

Ramsbottom Way which are durable and a public footpath, 

garden allotments and commercial boundaries, which are 

less durable. The GA is connected to Rishton in the west 

along a mixed boundary consisting of the Leeds and 

Liverpool Canal and Tottleworth Road which are durable 

and residential gardens which are less durable. The GA is 

connected to Clayton-le-Moors to the east along a mixed 

boundary including Blackburn Road (A678) and a small 

section of Lower Barnes Street which represent a durable 

boundary. The remainder of the eastern boundary consists 

of Junction 7 Business Park hardstanding and car parks and 

garden boundaries which are less durable. The GA is 

connected to the countryside on a small section of the 

eastern boundary which consists of Whalley Road (A680), 

the north western boundary which consists of the Lee Lane 

Strong contribution: 

The GA is adjacent to 

the historic towns of 

Clayton-le-Moors 

and Great Harwood. 

The Tottleworth 

Conservation Area is 

located within the 

GA, as is the 

majority of the 250m 

buffer around the 

Conservation Area.  

The GA therefore 

makes a strong 

contribution to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

 

Moderate 

contribution: All 

Green Belt land 

can be considered 

to support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is 

not appropriate to 

state that some 

parts of the Green 

Belt perform this to 

a stronger or 

weaker degree. 

Therefore all GAs 

makes a moderate 

contribution to this 

purpose. 

The GA makes a strong contribution to two 

purposes and a moderate contribution to 

three purposes. In line with the 

methodology, the GA has been judged to 

make a strong overall contribution. The GA 

forms an essential gap between Clayton-le-

Moors, Rishton and Great Harwood, 

whereby the development of the GA would 

result in the perceived and actual merging of 

Rishton, Great Harwood and Clayton-le-

Moors. The GA makes a strong contribution 

to the preserving the setting and special 

character of Clayton-le-Moors and Great 

Harwood as the Tottleworth Conservation 

Area is located within the GA. The GA 

makes a moderate contribution to checking 

the unrestricted sprawl of the urban area. 

The GA makes a moderate contribution to 

safeguarding from encroachment due to the 

Strong 

contribution 
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General 

Area 

Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the countryside 

from encroachment; 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to 

assist in urban 

regeneration, by 

encouraging the 

recycling of 

derelict and other 

urban land 

Justification for Assessment 
Overall 

Assessment 

predominantly less durable 

boundaries. 

 

towns from merging with 

each other.  

(B6535) and the southern boundary which consists of the 

M65.  These boundaries consist of major roads and should 

be durable enough to prevent further encroachment beyond 

the GA if the GA was developed. The existing land use 

consists of mainly agricultural and open countryside, with 

some areas of vegetation and dense woodland. There is a 

cluster of development off Tottleworth Road, Northern 

Transits industrial park off Blackburn Road and Mecure 

Blackburn Dunkenhalgh Hotel to the south of the GA. Thus 

there has already been encroachment into the countryside. 

The GA has a limited connection to the countryside as it is 

enclosed by a number of settlements. The GA has a strong-

moderate degree of openness, with less than 10% built form 

and low levels of vegetation overall but limited long line 

views given it is enclosed by settlements. Overall, the GA 

makes a moderate contribution to safeguarding from 

encroachment due to existing encroachment and 

predominately durable boundaries with the countryside.  

 

 existing encroachment within the GA and 

the durable boundaries with the countryside. 

The GA makes a moderate contribution to 

assisting in urban regeneration by 

encouraging the recycling of derelict and 

other urban land.  

GA4 Weak contribution: The GA is 

adjacent to the urban area of 

Accrington along the full extent of 

its southern boundary. This includes 

the township of Huncoat. The 

boundary with the built up area to 

the south west is defined by 

Whinney Hill Quarry, garden 

boundaries, playing fields and shrub 

land which are less durable 

boundaries and may not be able to 

prevent sprawl into the GA. The 

boundary with the township of 

Huncoat is mainly defined by 

parkland and garden boundaries 

which are less durable and two short 

sections of Whinney Hill Road 

which is durable. Generally, the GA 

boundary with Huncoat is 

comprised of less durable 

boundaries which may not be able 

to prevent sprawl. The GA is well 

connected to the built up area along 

its entire southern boundary. Given 

the shape of the built up area, 

development of the western section 

of the GA could constitute rounding 

off of the settlement pattern. 

Overall, the GA makes a weak 

Weak contribution: The GA 

forms a less essential gap 

between the Accrington urban 

area and Padiham whereby 

development of the whole of 

the GA would reduce the 

actual gap but not the 

perceived gap between the 

neighbouring towns. Overall, 

the GA makes a weak 

contribution to preventing 

towns from merging. 

Weak contribution: The GA is connected to the built up 

area of Accrington including the township of Huncoat 

along its southern boundaries. These boundaries are 

generally less durable field and garden boundaries, which 

may not be able to prevent encroachment into the GA. The 

GA is connected to the countryside to the north and to the 

east. These boundaries consist of the M65 and the 

Accrington Bypass (A56) which are durable boundaries 

and could prevent encroachment beyond the GA if the GA 

were developed. The existing land use consists of Whinny 

Hill Quarry which takes up approximately half of the GA to 

the west and represents a significant encroachment into the 

GA. The remainder of the GA consists of open countryside, 

playfields, and some built form and woodland area. The 

GA supports no degree of openness with over 30% built 

form and low vegetation levels. Overall, the GA makes a 

weak contribution to safeguarding against encroachment 

due to its connection to the urban area along less durable 

boundaries and no degree of openness.  

 

No contribution: The 

GA is adjacent to the 

historic town of 

Accrington. However 

the GA is not within 

250m of any relevant 

Conservation Areas 

and therefore does 

not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate 

contribution: All 

Green Belt land 

can be considered 

to support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is 

not appropriate to 

state that some 

parts of the Green 

Belt perform this to 

a stronger or 

weaker degree. 

Therefore all GAs 

makes a moderate 

contribution to this 

purpose. 

The GA makes a moderate contribution to 

one purpose, a weak contribution to three 

purposes, and no contribution to one 

purpose.  In line with the methodology, the 

GA has been judged to make a weak overall 

contribution to the Green Belt. The GA 

makes a weak contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl due to the potential for 

development to round off the settlement 

pattern. In addition, the GA makes a weak 

contribution to safeguarding from 

encroachment due to supporting no degree 

of openness and the connection to the urban 

area along less durable boundaries. The GA 

makes a weak contribution to preventing the 

merging of neighbouring towns. The GA 

does not contribute to preserving the setting 

and special character of historic towns. The 

GA makes a moderate contribution to 

assisting in urban regeneration by 

encouraging the recycling of derelict and 

other urban land. 

Weak 

contribution 
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General 

Area 

Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the countryside 

from encroachment; 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to 

assist in urban 

regeneration, by 

encouraging the 

recycling of 

derelict and other 

urban land 

Justification for Assessment 
Overall 

Assessment 

contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl as although it 

has less durable boundaries, 

development could constitute 

rounding off of the settlement 

pattern. 

GA5 Weak contribution: The GA is 

adjacent to the Accrington urban 

area (specifically the township of 

Church) along its southern and 

south eastern boundary. The 

boundary comprises in part the 

Leeds and Liverpool Canal and a 

small section of Dunkenhalgh Way 

(A6185) which are durable 

boundaries which could prevent 

sprawl. In addition, the boundary is 

comprised of industrial and garden 

boundaries and the Tinker Brook 

which is less durable and would not 

be able to prevent sprawl into the 

GA. The parcel is reasonably well 

connected to the built up area along 

the southern and eastern boundaries. 

Development of the eastern section 

of the GA could constitute rounding 

off of the settlement pattern. 

Overall, the GA makes a weak 

contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl due to mix of 

durable and less durable boundaries 

and the potential for development of 

the east of the GA to constitute 

rounding off. 

Moderate contribution: The 

GA forms an essential gap 

between the Accrington urban 

area (specifically Church) and 

Rishton whereby development 

of the western section of the 

GA would result in the 

perceived merging of the 

neighbouring towns and the 

near actual merging of the 

towns. Development of the 

eastern section of the GA 

would not result in the 

merging of the neighbouring 

towns.  The M65 would 

ensure that some separation is 

retained. Overall, the GA 

makes a moderate 

contribution to preventing 

towns from merging. 

Moderate contribution: The GA is connected to Church 

along its southern and south eastern boundaries. The 

boundary with Church consists of a mix of durable 

boundaries including the Leeds and Liverpool Canal and a 

small section of Dunkenhalgh Way (A6185), which should 

be able to prevent encroachment into the GA, and garden 

and industrial boundaries which are less durable. The GA is 

connected to the countryside along the northern and 

western boundary. These boundaries consist of the M65 to 

the north and a railway line to the west which are durable 

and could prevent encroachment beyond the GA if the GA 

was developed. The existing land uses consist of mainly 

agricultural uses and open countryside with a small amount 

of built form including a caravan repair yard, St. Nicholas 

Church of England Primary School and Enfield Cricket 

Ground. The GA is connected to the countryside along the 

north and west boundaries. The GA supports a strong-

moderate degree of openness with less than 10% built form, 

and low vegetation and limited long line views given it is 

enclosed by settlements. Overall, the GA makes a moderate 

contribution to safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment as although it supports a strong-moderate 

degree of openness, the boundaries with the countryside are 

durable and could prevent encroachment.  

 

Strong contribution: 

The GA is adjacent to 

the historic towns of 

Church and 

Oswaldtwistle. The 

Church Canalside 

Conservation Area is 

partly located within 

the GA in the central 

southern section and 

is also located to the 

south of the GA. As 

the Conservation 

Area is within the 

GA, the GA therefore 

makes a strong 

contribution to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

 

Moderate 

contribution: All 

Green Belt land 

can be considered 

to support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is 

not appropriate to 

state that some 

parts of the Green 

Belt perform this to 

a stronger or 

weaker degree. 

Therefore all GAs 

makes a moderate 

contribution to this 

purpose. 

The GA makes a strong contribution to one 

purpose, a moderate contribution to three 

purposes, and a weak contribution to one 

purpose.  In line with the methodology, 

professional judgement has been used to 

evaluate the overall contribution. The GA 

has been judged to make a moderate overall 

contribution to the Green Belt. The GA 

makes a strong contribution to preserving 

the setting and special character of the 

historical towns of Church and 

Oswaldtwistle. The GA makes a weak 

contribution to checking unrestricted sprawl 

due to its mix of durable and less durable 

boundaries and potential for rounding off 

the settlement pattern. The GA makes a 

moderate contribution to preventing 

neighbouring towns from merging. Whilst 

the GA supports a strong- moderate degree 

of openness and has some less durable 

boundaries with the settlement, the GA’s 

boundaries with the countryside are all 

durable and could contain development thus 

preventing it from threatening the overall 

openness and permanence of the Green Belt. 

Moderate 

Contribution 

GA6 Moderate contribution: The GA is 

adjacent to the Accrington urban 

area (specifically the township of 

Oswaldtwistle) along its eastern 

boundary. The GA boundary with 

the urban area consists of mainly 

garden boundaries and the industrial 

boundaries of Brookside Industrial 

Estate which are less durable and 

would not be able to prevent sprawl 

into the GA. In addition, the 

boundary has small sections of road 

including Brookside Lane, Margaret 

Street, Sunnybank Drive and 

Moderate contribution: The 

GA forms an essential gap 

between the Accrington urban 

area (specifically 

Oswaldtwistle) and the 

Blackburn urban area, 

whereby development of the 

whole of the GA would result 

in the perceived merging and 

the near actual merging of the 

towns. The GA also forms an 

essential gap between the 

Accrington urban area 

(specifically Church) and 

Moderate contribution: The GA is connected to 

Oswaldtwistle along the eastern boundary. The boundaries 

with Oswaldtwistle consists of mainly garden boundaries 

and industrial boundaries which are less durable and would 

not prevent encroachment into the GA, interspersed with 

some short sections of road boundary which are durable. 

The GA is well connected to the countryside along its north 

boundary, southern boundary and most of its western 

boundary. The northern boundary is defined by a railway 

track, the M65 and a slip road off the M65 which constitute 

durable boundaries. The western boundary is defined by the 

M65 and the southern boundary is defined by Lottice Lane/ 

Duckworth Hill Lane (B6231) which are also durable. 

These are all durable boundaries which would prevent 

Strong contribution: 

The GA is adjacent to 

the historic towns of 

Church and 

Oswaldtwistle. The 

Church Canalside 

Conservation Area is 

partly located within 

the GA covering the 

eastern section. The 

Stanhill Conservation 

Area is located 

within Oswaldtwistle 

and is adjacent to the 

Moderate 

contribution: All 

Green Belt land 

can be considered 

to support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is 

not appropriate to 

state that some 

parts of the Green 

Belt perform this to 

a stronger or 

weaker degree. 

The GA makes a strong contribution to one 

purposes and a moderate contribution to 

four purposes. In line with the methodology, 

professional judgement has been used to 

evaluate the overall contribution. The GA 

has been judged to make a moderate overall 

contribution to the Green Belt.  The GA 

makes a strong contribution to preserving 

the setting and special character of the 

historic town of Church and Oswaldtwistle 

The GA makes a moderate contribution to 

the checking of unrestricted sprawl due to 

the less durable boundaries and the potential 

for rounding off in the eastern section of the 

Moderate 

contribution 
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General 

Area 

Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the countryside 

from encroachment; 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to 

assist in urban 

regeneration, by 

encouraging the 

recycling of 

derelict and other 

urban land 

Justification for Assessment 
Overall 

Assessment 

Duckworth Hill Lane (B6231). 

There is some existing ribbon 

development adjacent to the GA 

along Stanhill Road (B6234) and the 

GA has a role in preventing further 

ribbon development. Given the 

shape of the built up area, 

development of a small part of the 

eastern section of the GA could 

constitute rounding off of the 

settlement pattern.  Overall, the GA 

makes a moderate contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl due to 

its predominantly less durable 

boundaries and potential for 

rounding off.  

Rishton whereby development 

of the northern section of the 

GA would result in the 

perceived merging and the 

near actual merging of the 

towns. Limited development 

to the south of the GA would 

not result in towns merging. 

Furthermore the M65 ensures 

that some separation between 

towns is retained.  Overall, 

the GA makes a moderate 

contribution to preventing 

towns from merging.  

encroachment beyond the GA if the GA were developed. 

The existing land use consists of agricultural use and some 

open countryside. There is some existing built form within 

the GA including residential development to the south and 

industrial works off Haslingden Road. In addition, there is 

Church & Oswaldtwistle Cricket Ground and two golf 

courses (Rishton Golf Course and Accrington & District 

Golf Course) to the north. The GA has between 10-20% 

built form, low levels of vegetation and supports some long 

line views and therefore has a strong- moderate degree of 

openness.  Overall, the GA makes a moderate contribution 

to safeguarding from encroachment as although it supports 

a strong-moderate degree of openness, the boundaries with 

the countryside are durable and could prevent 

encroachment. 

 

GA along the eastern 

boundary. Due to the 

presence of a 

Conservation Area 

within the GA and 

another adjacent, the 

GA makes a strong 

contribution to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

 

Therefore, all GAs 

makes a moderate 

contribution to this 

purpose. 

GA. The GA makes a moderate contribution 

to preventing neighbouring towns from 

merging. The GA makes a moderate 

contribution to safeguarding the countryside 

from encroachment supporting a strong- 

moderate openness with durable boundaries 

with the countryside which could contain 

development and prevent it from threatening 

the overall openness and permanence of the 

Green Belt. The GA makes a moderate 

contribution to assisting in urban 

regeneration by encouraging the recycling 

of derelict and other urban land. 

GA7 Moderate contribution: The GA is 

adjacent to the Blackburn urban area 

to the west and north west. The GA 

boundary with the built up consists 

of field boundaries which are less 

durable and also short sections of 

road including Haslingden Road 

(B6236), Moss Lane and Blackburn 

Road (A679) which are durable 

boundaries. There is some existing 

ribbon development within the GA 

along Haslingden Road (B6236) and 

the GA has a role in preventing 

further ribbon development.  Given 

the shape of the built up area, 

development of the GA could 

constitute rounding off of the 

settlement pattern. Overall, the GA 

makes a moderate contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl due to 

its predominantly less durable 

boundaries and potential for 

rounding off the settlement pattern. 

Weak contribution: The GA 

forms a less essential gap 

between the Accrington urban 

area (specifically 

Oswaldtwistle) and the 

Blackburn urban area, 

whereby development of the 

GA would reduce the actual 

gap but not the perceived gap 

between the neighbouring 

towns and would not result in 

them merging. Furthermore 

the M65 ensures that some 

separation between towns is 

retained.  Overall, the GA 

makes a weak contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

Moderate contribution: The GA is connected to the 

Blackburn urban area along the western and north western 

boundaries. The majority of the boundaries are less durable 

field boundaries which would not be able to prevent 

encroachment into the GA. The GA is connected to the 

countryside along its eastern and south eastern boundary 

which consists of the M65 which is a durable boundary that 

could prevent encroachment beyond the GA if the GA was 

developed. The existing land uses mainly consists of 

playing fields, agricultural land and residential uses. There 

is significant existing encroachment within the GA 

including residential and commercial built form along 

Haslingden Road (B6236) and residential development off 

Garsden Avenue. The GA supports a moderate degree of 

openness as there is between 10-20% built form, low levels 

of vegetation and limited long line views. Overall, the GA 

makes a moderate contribution to safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment as it has durable 

boundaries with the countryside and a moderate degree of 

openness. 

 

No contribution: The 

GA is adjacent to the 

historic town of 

Blackburn. However 

the GA is not within 

250m of any relevant 

Conservation Areas 

and therefore does 

not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate 

contribution: All 

Green Belt land 

can be considered 

to support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is 

not appropriate to 

state that some 

parts of the Green 

Belt perform this to 

a stronger or 

weaker degree. 

Therefore all GAs 

makes a moderate 

contribution to this 

purpose. 

The GA makes a moderate contribution to 

three purposes, a weak contribution to one 

purpose and no contribution to one. In line 

with the methodology, the GA has been 

judged to make a moderate overall 

contribution to the Green Belt. The GA 

makes a moderate contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl due to its predominantly 

less durable boundaries and the potential for 

rounding off. The GA makes a weak 

contribution to preventing neighbouring 

towns from merging. The GA makes a 

moderate contribution to safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment supporting a 

moderate degree of openness with durable 

boundaries with the countryside. The GA 

makes no contribution to preserving the 

setting and special character of historic 

towns. The GA makes a moderate 

contribution to assisting in urban 

regeneration by encouraging the recycling 

of derelict and other urban land. 

Moderate 

contribution 

GA8 Moderate contribution: The GA is 

adjacent to the Accrington urban 

area (including the townships of 

Oswaldtwistle and Baxenden) along 

its northern and eastern boundaries. 

The boundaries consist of mainly 

field and residential boundaries 

which are less durable and would 

not be able to prevent sprawl into 

Moderate contribution: The 

GA forms an essential gap 

between the Accrington urban 

area (specifically Baxenden) 

and Haslingden whereby 

development of the eastern 

section of the GA would 

result in the actual and 

perceived merging of the 

Strong contribution: The GA is connected to the urban area 

along its northern and eastern boundaries. The boundary 

mainly consists of field and garden boundaries which are 

less durable, and some sections of road including 

Manchester Road (A680) which is durable. The GA is well 

connected to the open countryside along the entire length of 

the southern boundary and the western boundary. These 

boundaries are comprised of Duckworth Hill Lane (B6231) 

to the west, Haslingden Road (B6236) to the south and a 

Moderate 

contribution: The GA 

is adjacent to the 

historic towns of 

Oswaldtwistle and 

Church. The 

Rhyddings 

Conservation Area in 

Oswaldtwistle is 

Moderate 

contribution: All 

Green Belt land 

can be considered 

to support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is 

not appropriate to 

The GA makes a strong contribution to one 

purpose and a moderate contribution to four 

purposes. In line with the methodology, 

profiessional judgement has been applied to 

evaluate the overall contribution. The GA 

has been judged to make a moderate overall 

contribution to the Green Belt. The GA 

makes a moderate contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl due to the potential for 

Moderate 

contribution 
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General 

Area 

Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the countryside 

from encroachment; 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to 

assist in urban 

regeneration, by 

encouraging the 

recycling of 

derelict and other 

urban land 

Justification for Assessment 
Overall 

Assessment 

the GA, with some small sections of 

road boundary including 

Manchester Road (A680) to the 

east. The GA is well connected to 

the built up area along this one long 

boundary. Given the shape of the 

built up area, development of part of 

the GA to the north could be 

considered to round off the 

settlement pattern. Overall, the GA 

makes a moderate contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl as 

whilst is has less durable 

boundaries, development could 

constitute rounding off.  

 

neighbouring towns. The GA 

forms a less essential gap 

between the Accrington urban 

area (specifically 

Oswaldtwistle) and the 

Blackburn urban area 

whereby development of the 

western most section of the 

GA would reduce the actual 

gap but not the perceived gap 

between neighbouring towns 

given the gap is already 

narrower. Development in 

other parts of the GA would 

not result in the merging of 

neighbouring towns. Overall 

the GA makes a moderate 

contribution to preventing 

towns from merging.    

small section of field boundaries and the A56 to the east.  

These boundaries predominantly consist of major roads and 

are durable enough to prevent encroachment beyond the 

GA if the GA was developed. The existing land uses 

include mostly open countryside and agricultural uses. 

There is a small amount of built form within the GA 

including farms dotted across the GA. In addition, Green 

Haworth Golf Course is located within the eastern side of 

the GA.  The GA supports a strong degree of openness as it 

has less than 10% built form, and low vegetation. Overall 

the GA makes a strong contribution to safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment as it has a strong degree of 

openness and a mix of durable and less durable boundaries. 

adjacent to the 

northern boundary of 

the GA along a short 

section, with the 

250m buffer covering 

a section of the GA. 

The Christ Church 

Conservation Area in 

Church is separated 

from the GA by the 

A680 however part 

of the GA is within 

the 250m buffer area. 

Given that part of the 

Conservation Area 

lies adjacent to the 

Green Belt, the GA 

makes a moderate 

contribution to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

state that some 

parts of the Green 

Belt perform this to 

a stronger or 

weaker degree. 

Therefore all GAs 

makes a moderate 

contribution to this 

purpose. 

rounding off. The GA makes a moderate 

contribution to preventing neighbouring 

towns from merging. The GA makes a 

strong contribution to safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment as it 

supports a strong degree of openness 

however the GA has predominantly durable 

boundaries with the countryside. These 

boundaries could contain development and 

prevent it from threatening the overall 

openness and permanence of the Green Belt.    

 



 

 

Appendix E 

Chloropleth Map of General 

Area Assessment Findings – 

Overall Assessment 
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Detailed Green Belt Parcel 

Assessment Table 
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Page G1 
 

 

Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

1 Moderate contribution: The parcel 

is connected to the Accrington 

urban area (specifically 

Baxenden) along a portion of the 

north western boundary and its 

western boundary. The north 

western boundary with the built 

up area lies along Wooley Lane 

which is a durable boundary 

which could prevent sprawl. 

Along the western boundary is the 

rear of residential housing, 

making it less durable which may 

not prevent sprawl. The parcel is 

well connected to the built up area 

along this boundary. Overall, the 

parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas due to the mix of durable 

and less durable boundaries. 

Weak contribution: The 

parcel forms a less 

essential gap between the 

Accrington urban area 

(specifically Baxenden) 

and Haslingden, whereby 

development of the 

parcel would reduce the 

actual gap between the 

towns but not the 

perceived gap. The gap is 

already narrower to the 

south of the parcel. 

Overall, the parcel makes 

a weak contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

Strong contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement along its north western boundary which 

consists of Wooley Lane and is therefore durable, 

and north western boundary defined by rear of 

residential developments which is less durable. The 

western boundary would not prevent encroachment 

into the parcel. The parcel is very well connected to 

the countryside along the north, east and southern 

boundary. The northern boundary consists of 

Wooley Lane, and is therefore durable enough to 

prevent encroachment, while the east and southern 

boundaries both consist of field boundaries. These 

boundaries are less durable and would not be able 

to prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if it 

were developed. The existing land use is 

predominately open countryside in agricultural use 

with some farm buildings present, as well as a 

cricket ground in the south west corner of the 

parcel. The parcel has less than 10% built form, low 

vegetation and a topography that gently slopes up 

from west to east. These factors contribute to long 

line views across the parcel, and a strong degree of 

openness. Overall, the parcel makes a strong 

contribution to safeguarding the countryside due to 

the less durable boundaries with the settlement and 

countryside, and the strong degree of openness. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Accrington. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to one purpose, a 

moderate contribution to two, a weak contribution to one 

and no contribution to one. In line with the methodology, 

professional judgement has been applied to evaluate the 

overall contribution. The parcel has been judged to make a 

strong overall contribution. The parcel has less durable 

boundaries with both the built up area and the countryside, 

in addition it has a strong degree of openness and therefore 

makes a strong contribution to safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment. The parcel makes a strong 

contribution to fulfilling the fundamental aim of the Green 

Belt under paragraph 79 of the NPPF in protecting the 

openness of the Green Belt. The parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to checking unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas and a moderate contribution to assisting in urban 

regeneration. The parcel makes a weak contribution to 

preventing towns from merging and no contribution to 

preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns. 

Strong 

contribution 

2 Moderate contribution: The parcel 

is connected to the Accrington 

urban area (specifically 

Baxenden) along its north western 

boundaries. The northern 

boundary borders residential 

housing which is a less durable 

boundary. Along the western 

boundary is Back Lane, a durable 

boundary. The parcel is fairly 

well connected to the built up area 

along this boundary. Overall, the 

parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas due to the mix of a 

durable western boundary and 

less durable north western 

boundary with the built up area. 

Moderate contribution: 

The parcel forms a 

largely essential gap 

between the Accrington 

urban area (specifically 

Baxenden) and 

Haslingden, whereby 

development of the 

parcel would 

significantly reduce the 

actual and perceived gap 

between the towns 

however it would not 

result in them merging. 

Whilst the gap is already 

narrower to the south of 

the parcel, development 

would reduce the overall 

perception of the gap. 

Overall, the parcel makes 

a moderate contribution 

Strong contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement along its north western boundary which 

consists of residential development and is therefore 

less durable, and western boundary defined by Back 

Lane which is a durable boundary. The western 

boundary would prevent encroachment into the 

parcel, while the north western would not. The 

parcel is very well connected to the countryside 

along the north, east and southern boundary. The 

northern boundary consists of the limits of the 

cricket ground and fields which is less durable and 

would not prevent encroachment. The eastern 

boundary consists of field boundaries whilst the 

southern boundary consists of the limits of the 

adjacent farm consisting of poultry houses which 

are less durable boundaries. These boundaries 

would not be able to prevent encroachment beyond 

the parcel if it were developed. The existing land 

use is predominately open countryside with some 

farm buildings present. The parcel has less than 

10% built form, low vegetation and a topography 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Accrington. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to one purpose, a 

moderate contribution to three, and no contribution to one. 

In line with the methodology, professional judgement has 

been applied to evaluate the overall contribution. The 

parcel has been judged to make a strong overall 

contribution. The parcel has less durable boundaries with 

both the built up area and the countryside, in addition it 

has a strong degree of openness and therefore makes a 

strong contribution to safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment. The parcel makes a strong contribution to 

fulfilling the fundamental aim of the Green Belt under 

paragraph 79 of the NPPF in protecting the openness of the 

Green Belt. The parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas and a 

moderate contribution to assisting in urban regeneration. 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to preventing 

towns from merging and no contribution to preserving the 

setting and special character of historic towns. 

Strong 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

to preventing towns from 

merging. 

that gently slopes down from east to west. These 

factors contribute to limited long line views, 

creating a strong-moderate degree of openness. 

Overall, the parcel makes a strong contribution to 

safeguarding the countryside due to the mix of 

durable boundaries with the settlement and less 

durable boundaries with the countryside, and the 

strong-moderate degree of openness. 

3 Weak contribution: The parcel is 

connected to the Accrington 

urban area (specifically 

Baxenden) along its north and 

western boundaries. The short 

northern boundary consists of a 

residential property which is less 

durable and would not prevent 

sprawl. The western boundary 

borders the A680 and is therefore 

a durable boundary. The parcel is 

well connected to the built up area 

along these boundaries.  Overall, 

the parcel makes a weak 

contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas due to the durable 

western boundary with the built 

up area. 

Strong contribution: The 

parcel forms an essential 

gap between the 

Accrington urban area 

(specifically Baxenden) 

and Haslingden (Rising 

Bridge), whereby 

development of the 

parcel would result in the 

perceived merging of the 

towns and the near actual 

merging. Overall, the 

parcel makes a strong 

contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

Weak contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement along its short northern boundary which 

consists of a residential properties and is therefore 

less durable, and western boundaries which consist 

of the A680 and is therefore durable. The northern 

boundary would not prevent encroachment into the 

parcel, while the western boundary would. The 

parcel is well connected to the countryside along its 

east and southern boundaries. The eastern boundary 

is formed along Back Lane and is therefore durable, 

while the southern boundary is formed by a small 

stream accompanied by tree and vegetation lining 

and is also durable. These boundaries would 

prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if the 

parcel were to be developed. The existing land use 

consists of several residential houses and 

countryside. The parcel has less than 20% built 

form, dense vegetation in all but the south east area, 

and a topography that slopes dramatically from 

north to south. Long line views can only be seen 

from the north east corner of the parcel stretching 

south west due to dense vegetation further south in 

the parcel. These factors contribute to a moderate-

weak degree of openness. Overall, the parcel makes 

a weak contribution to safeguarding the countryside 

due to the durable boundaries with both the 

settlement and countryside, and a moderate-weak 

degree of openness. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Accrington. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to one purpose, a 

moderate contribution to one purpose, a weak contribution 

to two purposes and no contribution to one purpose. In line 

with the methodology, professional judgement has been 

applied to evaluate the overall contribution. The parcel has 

been judged to make a moderate overall contribution. The 

parcel makes a strong contribution to preventing towns 

from merging however the parcel has durable boundaries 

with both the built up area and countryside, and a 

moderate-weak degree of openness. These durable 

boundaries could contain development and prevent it from 

threatening the overall openness and permanence of the 

Green Belt. The parcel makes a weak contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas and 

safeguarding the countryside.  The parcel makes no 

contribution to preserving the setting and special character 

of historic towns. The parcel also makes a moderate 

contribution to assisting with urban regeneration. 

Moderate 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

4 Weak contribution: The parcel is 

adjacent to the Blackburn urban 

area (specifically Knuzden) along 

its northern boundary. This is 

comprised of field boundaries 

which are not marked by physical 

features. This forms a less durable 

boundary which would not be 

able to prevent sprawl. Due to the 

shape of the built up area, 

development of the parcel could 

constitute rounding off of the 

settlement pattern. Overall, the 

parcel makes a weak contribution 

to the checking of unrestricted 

sprawl of large built-up areas due 

to the less durable boundary and 

potential for rounding off. 

 

 

 

 

Weak contribution: The 

parcel forms a less 

essential gap between the 

Blackburn urban area 

and Accrington urban 

area (specifically 

Oswaldtwistle) whereby 

development of the 

parcel would reduce the 

actual gap but would not 

result in the towns 

merging. Overall, the 

parcel makes a weak 

contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

Knuzden along its northern boundary. This consists 

of field boundaries which are not all marked by 

physical features. This forms a less durable 

boundary which would not be able to prevent 

encroachment into the parcel. The parcel is 

connected to the countryside along the rest of its 

boundaries which are comprised of Moss Lane to 

the east and Haslington Road to the south. These 

boundaries are durable and able to prevent 

encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel were 

developed. The existing land use is agricultural 

including 6 poultry houses. There are low levels of 

vegetation and less than 10% built form since the 

agricultural uses are acceptable Green Belt uses. 

However long line views within the parcel are 

limited and thus it supports a strong-moderate 

degree of openness. Overall, the parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment due to its strong-

moderate openness and durable boundaries with the 

countryside. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Blackburn. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to two purposes, 

a weak contribution to two purposes and no contribution to 

one purpose. In line with the methodology, the parcel has 

been judged to make a weak overall contribution. The 

parcel makes a weak contribution to checking unrestricted 

sprawl of large built-up areas to the less durable 

boundaries and potential for development to round off the 

settlement pattern. The parcel makes a weak contribution 

to preventing towns from merging. The parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to safeguarding from encroachment 

due to the strong-moderate openness and durable 

boundaries with the countryside. The parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to assisting in urban regeneration 

and no contribution to preserving the setting and special 

character of historic towns. 

Weak 

contribution 

5 Weak contribution: The parcel is 

adjacent to the built up area of 

Accrington (specifically Clayton-

le-Moors) along the north western 

and south western boundaries. 

Part of the north western 

boundary is defined by the A678 

which is durable, however the 

remainder of the north western 

boundary is defined by the garden 

boundaries and the rear of the 

development along the A678 

which is less durable. The south 

western boundary is defined by a 

short track and tree lined field 

boundary which is also a less 

durable boundary. The majority of 

the boundaries with the settlement 

are less durable and would not 

prevent sprawl into the parcel. 

Due to the shape of the built up 

area, development of the parcel 

could constitute rounding off of 

the settlement pattern. Overall, 

No contribution: The 

parcel does not 

contribute to preventing 

towns from merging. 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement of Clayton-le-Moors along the north 

western boundary and south western boundary. The 

north western boundary is defined by the A678 

which is durable, and part of the north western 

boundary is defined by the garden boundaries and 

the rear of the development along the A678 which 

is less durable.  The northern boundary is defined 

by a tree line and field boundaries which are less 

durable and would not prevent encroachment. The 

south western boundary is defined by a short track 

and tree lined field boundary which is also a less 

durable boundary. The majority of the boundaries 

with the settlement are less durable and would not 

prevent encroachment into the parcel. The 

boundaries between the parcel and the countryside 

are durable consisting of the M65 which is durable 

and could prevent encroachment beyond the parcel 

if the parcel were developed. The existing land use 

includes a recreation area which has a football 

pitch, and the rest of the parcel is open countryside 

which is predominately in agricultural use due to 

the farm located within the parcel. The parcel 

contains less than 10% built form, pockets of dense 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Accrington. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to two purposes, 

a weak contribution to one purpose and no contribution to 

two purposes. In line with the methodology, the parcel has 

been judged to make a weak overall contribution. The 

parcel makes a moderate contribution to safeguarding form 

encroachment as it has a strong-moderate degree of 

openness and it has a durable boundary with the 

countryside which would prevent encroachment beyond 

the parcel. The parcel makes a weak contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl as development would round 

off the settlement pattern. The parcel makes no 

contribution to preserving the setting and special character 

of historic towns, or preventing towns from merging. The 

parcel makes a moderate contribution to assisting with 

urban regeneration. 

Weak 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

the parcel makes a weak 

contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl as 

development would round off the 

settlement pattern. 

vegetation and the topography is flat at the football 

pitch but a gentle slope to the north west which 

along with the vegetation, limits the open long line 

views and thus the parcel supports a strong-

moderate degree of openness. Overall, the parcel 

makes a moderate contribution to safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment due to the durable 

boundary with the countryside and the strong-

moderate openness. 

6 Weak contribution: The parcel is 

adjacent to the Blackburn urban 

area along the western boundary 

which is defined by Knuzden 

Brook which is a less durable 

boundary. This would not prevent 

sprawl into the parcel in the long 

term. The parcel is connected to 

the built up area along one long 

boundary. Due to the shape of the 

built up area development of the 

parcel could be seen as rounding 

off the settlement pattern. Overall, 

the parcel makes a weak 

contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas due to its less durable 

boundary and potential for 

rounding off. 

Weak contribution: The 

parcel forms a less 

essential gap between 

Blackburn urban area 

and Accrington urban 

area (specifically 

Oswaldtwistle) whereby 

development of the 

parcel would reduce the 

actual gap but not the 

perceived gap and it 

would not result in the 

towns merging. Overall, 

the parcel makes a weak 

contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

Weak contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement along the entire western boundary which 

is defined by Knuzden Brook which is less durable 

and would not prevent encroachment into the 

parcel. The boundaries between the parcel and the 

countryside are durable and would prevent 

encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel were 

developed. The northern boundary consists of 

Haslingden Road and the eastern boundary consists 

of the M65. The existing land use is comprised of 

some open countryside, however the dominant use 

is residential and farm use as well as a horse riding 

centre, which is a beneficial use as provides an 

opportunity for sport and recreation.  The parcel 

contains 20-30% built form, low levels of 

vegetation and limited long line views due to the 

existing built  form and thus the parcel supports a 

weak degree of openness. Overall, the parcel makes 

a weak contribution to safeguarding from 

encroachment due to its durable boundaries with 

the countryside and weak degree of openness. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Blackburn. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a weak contribution to three purposes, a 

moderate contribution to one and no contribution to one. In 

line with the methodology, the parcel has been judged to 

make a weak contribution. The parcel makes a weak 

contribution to checking unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas due to the less durable boundaries with the built 

up area and the potential for development to round off the 

settlement pattern. The parcel makes a weak contribution 

to safeguarding from encroachment due to the weak degree 

of openness and the durable boundaries with the 

countryside. In addition, the parcel makes a weak 

contribution to preventing towns from merging. The parcel 

makes a moderate contribution to assisting urban 

regeneration and no contribution to preserving the setting 

and special character of historic towns. 

Weak 

contribution 

7 Weak contribution: The parcel is 

adjacent to the Blackburn urban 

area (specifically Knuzden) along 

a small northern section of the 

western boundary. This is 

comprised of Moss Lane which is 

durable and would be able to 

prevent sprawl into the parcel in 

the long term. Overall, the parcel 

makes a weak contribution to the 

checking of unrestricted sprawl of 

large built-up areas due to having 

a small durable boundary with the 

built up area. 

 

Moderate contribution: 

The parcel forms a 

largely essential gap 

between the Blackburn 

urban area and 

Accrington urban area 

(specifically 

Oswaldtwistle) whereby 

development of the 

parcel would 

significantly reduce the 

perceived gap and the 

actual gap particularly 

due to the undulating 

topography of the area. It 

would not result in the 

towns merging. Overall, 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement along a small northern section of the 

western boundary which is comprised of Moss 

Lane which is durable and would be able to prevent 

encroachment into the parcel. The boundaries 

between the parcel and the countryside comprise 

Moss Lane to the west, Stanhill Road to the north, 

the M65 to the east and Haslingden Road to the 

south. All the boundaries are durable and would be 

able to prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if 

the parcel were developed. The existing land use is 

agricultural with very little built form and low 

levels of vegetation. There is less than 10% built 

form and a substantial slope from north to south 

which supports significant long line views to the 

countryside and thus the parcel supports a strong 

degree of openness. Overall, the parcel makes a 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Burnley. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to three 

purposes, a weak contribution to one purpose and no 

contribution to one purpose. In line with the methodology, 

the parcel has been judged to make a moderate overall 

contribution. The parcel supports a strong degree of 

openness and has completely durable boundaries thus the 

parcel make a moderate contribution to safeguarding from 

encroachment. The parcel makes a weak contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas due to 

having one small durable boundary with the built up area. 

Also, the parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

preventing towns from merging.  The parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to assisting in urban regeneration. 

The parcel makes no contribution to preserving the setting 

and special character of historic towns 

Moderate 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

the parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

moderate contribution to safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment due to it having 

completely durable boundaries and supporting a 

strong degree of openness. 

8 Moderate contribution: The parcel 

is adjacent to the Accrington 

urban areas (specifically 

Oswaldtwistle) along the eastern 

boundary which is comprised of 

Margaret Street and Sunnybank 

Drive which is durable and the 

rear of residential development 

which is less durable and would 

not be able to prevent sprawl into 

the parcel in the long term. The 

parcel is connected to the built up 

area along one boundary. Overall, 

the parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas due to its mix of durable 

and less durable boundaries with 

the built up area. 

 

Weak contribution: The 

parcel forms a less 

essential gap between 

Accrington urban area 

(specifically 

Oswaldtwistle) and 

Blackburn whereby 

development of the 

parcel would reduce the 

perceived and the actual 

gap but would not result 

in the towns merging. 

Overall, the parcel makes 

a weak contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement along the eastern boundary which is 

comprised of Margaret Street and Sunnybank Drive 

which is durable and the rear of residential 

development which is less durable and would not 

be able to prevent encroachment beyond the parcel 

if the parcel was developed. The parcel is 

connected to the countryside along the southern 

boundary which is comprised of Duckworth Hill 

Lane, the northern boundary which is comprised of 

Nook Lane which is durable and a section of field 

boundaries which is less durable, and the western 

boundary which is less durable field boundary. As 

such, there is a mix of durable and less durable 

boundaries, with the western and part of the 

northern boundary being less durable and not able 

to prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if the 

parcel was developed. The existing land uses of the 

parcel comprises of open countryside and 

agricultural use and there is one farm on the parcel. 

There is less than 10% built form, low levels of 

vegetation and the topography of the parcel slopes 

from south to east and rises in the centre which 

limits long line views beyond the parcel. As such, 

the parcel supports a strong- moderate degree of 

openness. Overall, the parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to safeguarding from encroachment 

due to the mix of boundaries and strong- moderate 

degree of openness. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Oswaldtwistle. 

However the parcel is 

not within 250m of 

any relevant 

Conservation Areas 

and therefore does 

not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to three 

purposes, a weak contribution to one purpose and no 

contribution to one purpose. In line with the methodology, 

the parcel has been judged to make a moderate overall 

contribution. The parcel makes moderate contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas due to 

its mix of durable and less durable boundaries with the 

built up area. The parcel supports a strong- moderate 

degree of openness and there are a mix of durable and less 

durable boundaries with the countryside and thus makes a 

moderate contribution to safeguarding from encroachment. 

The parcel also makes a moderate contribution to assisting 

in urban regeneration. The parcel makes a weak 

contribution in preventing towns from merging and no 

contribution to preserving the setting and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate 

contribution 

9 Moderate contribution: The parcel 

is adjacent to the Accrington 

urban areas (specifically 

Oswaldtwistle) along the eastern 

boundary which is not defined by 

physical features given that the 

boundary runs through the 

existing industrial site. This is a 

less durable boundary which 

would not be able to prevent 

sprawl however the parcel 

consists of former industrial land 

in the Green Belt so there has 

already been existing sprawl. The 

Weak contribution: The 

parcel forms a less 

essential gap between 

Accrington urban area 

(specifically 

Oswaldtwistle) and 

Blackburn whereby 

development of the 

parcel would reduce the 

perceived and the actual 

gap but would not result 

in the towns merging. 

Overall, the parcel makes 

a weak contribution to 

Weak contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement along the eastern boundary which is 

comprised of the edge of industrial development 

which is less durable and would not be able to 

prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if the 

parcel was developed. The parcel is connected to 

the countryside along the southern boundary which 

is comprised of Nook Lane which is a durable 

boundary, Brookside Lane to the north which is a 

durable boundary and field boundaries to the west 

which are less durable and would not prevent 

encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel were 

developed. The existing land use of the parcel 

comprises of a brownfield site which was in 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Oswaldtwistle. 

However the parcel is 

not within 250m of 

any relevant 

Conservation Areas 

and therefore does 

not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to two purposes, 

a weak contribution to two purposes and no contribution to 

one purpose. In line with the methodology, the parcel has 

been judged to make a weak overall contribution. There 

are less durable boundaries between the parcel and the 

built up area however there has already been existing 

sprawl due to the former industrial uses thus it has a 

moderate role in checking unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas.  The parcel makes a weak contribution to 

safeguarding from encroachment due to lack of any 

openness and the mix of less durable and durable 

boundaries with the countryside. The parcel also makes a 

moderate contribution to assisting in urban regeneration. 

The parcel makes a weak contribution to preventing towns 

Weak 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

parcel is connected to the built up 

area along one boundary. Overall, 

the parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas due to its less durable 

boundary and the existing sprawl 

from the former industrial uses. 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

previous use as industrial land which was likely 

linked to Brookside Industrial Estate. The majority 

of the buildings have been demolished however the 

hard standing and other remnants remain. There is 

some dense vegetation along the southern boundary 

and through the centre of the parcel. There is more 

than 30% built form due to the hard standing, some 

dense vegetation and the topography of the parcel 

slopes gently down from the west to the east, which 

limits long line views and supports no  degree of 

openness. Overall, the parcel makes a weak 

contribution to the safeguarding from encroachment 

due to the mix of boundaries and no degree of 

openness. 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

from merging and no contribution to preserving the setting 

and special character of historic towns. 

10 Strong contribution: The parcel is 

adjacent to the Accrington urban 

areas (specifically Oswaldtwistle) 

along the northern boundary 

which is comprised of rear of 

residential development which is 

less durable and would not be 

able to prevent sprawl, and part of 

the southern boundary which is 

comprised of Brookside Lane 

which is a durable boundary The 

parcel is connected to the built up 

area along one long boundary and 

part of the southern boundary. 

Overall, the parcel makes a strong 

contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas due to its connection 

with the built up area and the less 

durable boundary. 

Weak contribution: The 

parcel forms a less 

essential gap between 

Accrington urban area 

(specifically 

Oswaldtwistle) and 

Blackburn (specifically 

Knuzden Brook) 

whereby development of 

the parcel would reduce 

the perceived and the 

actual gap but would not 

result in the towns 

merging. Overall, the 

parcel makes a weak 

contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

Strong contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement along the northern boundary which is 

comprised of rear of residential development which 

is less durable and would not be able to prevent 

encroachment and also part of the southern 

boundary which consists of Brookside Lane which 

is durable and could prevent encroachment. The 

parcel is connected to the countryside along part of 

the southern boundary which is comprised of 

Brookside Lane which is durable and a section of a 

residential boundary and a track road which is less 

durable and would not prevent encroachment 

beyond the parcel if the parcel were developed. The 

existing land use is comprised of open countryside 

and agricultural use including farm buildings. There 

are low levels of dense vegetation around Lottice 

Brook, less than 10% built form and long line 

views to the south which supports a strong degree 

of openness.   Overall, the parcel makes a strong 

contribution to safeguarding from encroachment 

due to its mix of boundaries and strong degree of 

openness. 

Weak contribution: 

The parcel is adjacent 

to the historic towns 

of Church and 

Oswaldtwistle. The 

Church Canalside 

Conservation Area is 

to the north east of 

the parcel and a small 

part of the parcel in 

the north is within the 

250m buffer around 

the Conservation 

Area. As the 

Conservation Area is 

separated from the 

parcel by the A679, a 

number of rows of 

residential dwellings 

and the B6234 and 

only a minor section 

is within the 250m 

buffer, the parcel 

makes a weak 

contribution to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to two purposes, a 

weak contribution to two purposes and a moderate 

contribution to one purpose. In line with the methodology, 

the parcel has been judged to make a strong overall 

contribution. The parcel makes a strong contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas due to 

the less durable boundary and connection with the built up 

area.  The parcel makes a strong contribution to 

safeguarding from encroachment due to it supporting a 

strong degree of openness and the mix of boundaries 

between the parcel and countryside. The parcel makes a 

weak contribution to preventing towns from merging and a 

weak contribution to preserving the setting and special 

character of historic towns. The parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to assisting in urban regeneration. 

Strong 

contribution 

11 Moderate contribution: The parcel 

is adjacent to the Accrington 

urban areas (specifically 

Oswaldtwistle) along the northern 

boundary which is comprised in 

Moderate contribution: 

The parcel forms a 

largely essential gap 

between the 

Strong contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement along the northern boundary which is 

comprised in part by the rear of residential 

development which is less durable and half by 

Stanhill Road (B6234) which is durable. The less 

Weak contribution: 

The parcel is adjacent 

to the historic towns 

of Church and 

Oswaldtwistle. The 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to three 

purposes, a weak contribution to one purposes and a strong 

contribution to one purpose. In line with the methodology, 

professional judgement has been applied to evaluate the 

overall contribution. The parcel has been judged to make a 

Strong 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

part by the rear of residential 

development which is less durable 

and in part by Stanhill Road 

(B6234) which is durable. The 

less durable part of the boundary 

would not prevent sprawl into the 

parcel in the long term. The parcel 

is connected to the built up area 

along one boundary.  There is 

existing ribbon development 

along Stanhill Road and the parcel 

makes a contribution to 

preventing further ribbon 

development along Stanhill Road 

(B6234). Overall, the parcel 

makes a moderate contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl of 

large built-up areas due to its mix 

of less durable and durable 

boundaries with the built up area 

and role in preventing ribbon 

development. 

Accrington urban area 

(specifically 

Oswaldtwistle) and 

Blackburn whereby 

development of the 

parcel would 

significantly reduce the 

perceived and the actual 

gap but would not result 

in the towns merging. 

Overall, the parcel makes 

a moderate contribution 

to preventing towns from 

merging. 

durable section of the boundary would not be able 

to prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if the 

parcel was developed. The parcel is connected to 

the countryside along the southern, eastern and 

western boundary which are all comprised of field 

boundaries which are less durable and would not 

prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if the 

parcel were developed. The existing land use 

comprises of agricultural land and there is one farm 

in the centre of the parcel. There is no vegetation in 

the parcel, less than 10% built form and the 

topography slopes slightly from north to south 

which supports long line views to the south and a 

strong degree of openness. Overall, the parcel 

makes a strong contribution to the safeguarding 

from encroachment due to the less durable 

boundaries along three sides and a strong degree of 

openness. 

Church Canalside 

Conservation Area is 

to the north east of 

the parcel and a small 

part of the parcel in 

the north is within the 

250m buffer around 

the Conservation 

Area. As the 

Conservation Area is 

separated from the 

parcel by the A679, a 

number of rows of 

residential dwellings 

and the B6234 and 

only a minor section 

is within the 250m 

buffer, the parcel 

makes a weak 

contribution to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

strong overall contribution. The parcel is adjacent to the 

countryside along three less durable boundaries and 

supports a strong degree of openness, thus it plays a 

significant role in safeguarding from encroachment.  The 

parcel therefore makes a strong contribution to fulfilling 

the fundamental aim of the Green Belt under paragraph 79 

of the NPPF in protecting the openness of the Green Belt. 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas due to the mix 

of durable and less durable boundaries and role in 

preventing ribbon development. The parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to preventing towns from merging 

and a weak contribution to preserving the setting and 

special character of historic towns. The parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to assisting in urban regeneration. 

12 Moderate contribution: The parcel 

is adjacent to the Accrington 

urban area (specifically 

Oswaldtwistle) along the northern 

and western boundaries which are 

defined by New Lane to the west 

and Willow Park, Roe Greave 

Road and Back Rhoden Road and 

field boundaries and rear of 

residential to the north. The 

boundaries are a mix of durable 

and less durable boundaries, with 

the less durable being unable to 

prevent sprawl. The parcel is 

adjacent to the built up area along 

one small durable boundary and 

one longer mixed boundary. 

Overall, the parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas due to the mixed 

durability of the boundaries with 

the built up area. 

No contribution: The 

parcel does not 

contribute to preventing 

towns from merging. 

Strong contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement along the western boundary which is 

defined by New Lane which is durable and to the 

northern boundary Willow Park, Roe Greave Road 

and Back Rhoden Road and field boundaries and 

rear of residential which are a mix of durable and 

less durable boundaries. The less durable 

boundaries would not prevent encroachment into 

the parcel. The boundaries between the parcel and 

the countryside comprise of Jackhouse Brook to the 

east and tree lined field boundary, track road, field 

boundary and Duckworth Hill Lane to the south. 

Apart from the western part of the southern 

boundary which is comprised of Duckworth Hill 

Lane, the majority of the boundaries are less 

durable and would not be able to prevent 

encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel were 

developed. The existing land use is agricultural use 

and a number of farms, some residential use and a 

church with a graveyard to the west. There is some 

dense vegetation through the centre of the parcel 

which surrounds Whams Brook. There is less than 

10% built form with generally flat topography 

which supports long line views to the countryside 

from the north to the south which supports a strong 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Oswaldtwistle. 

However the parcel is 

not within 250m of 

any relevant 

Conservation Areas 

and therefore does 

not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to two purposes, 

no contribution to two purposes and a strong contribution 

to one purpose. In line with the methodology, professional 

judgement has been applied to evaluate the overall 

contribution. The parcel has been judged to make a strong 

overall contribution. There is a mix of durable and less 

boundaries between the parcel and the built up area and 

thus plays a moderate role in checking unrestricted sprawl 

of large built-up areas. In addition, the parcel has a strong 

degree of openness and has less durable boundaries with 

the countryside and therefore makes a strong contribution 

to safeguarding from encroachment.  The parcel therefore 

makes a strong contribution to fulfilling the fundamental 

aim of the Green Belt under paragraph 79 of the NPPF in 

protecting the openness of the Green Belt.  The parcel 

makes no contribution to preventing towns from merging 

and no contribution to preserving the setting and special 

character of historic towns.  The parcel also makes a 

moderate contribution to assisting in urban regeneration. 

Strong 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

degree of openness. Overall, the parcel makes a 

strong contribution to safeguarding the countryside 

from encroachment due to the less durable 

boundaries and strong degree of openness. 

13 

 

Weak contribution: The parcel is 

adjacent to the Accrington urban 

area (specifically Oswaldtwistle) 

along the eastern boundary which 

is comprised of Broadfield road 

which is durable and would be 

able to prevent sprawl, and the 

northern western boundary which 

is a track road which is less 

durable and would not be able to 

prevent sprawl. . Overall, the 

parcel makes a weak contribution 

to the checking of unrestricted 

sprawl of large built-up areas due 

to its mix of durable and less 

durable boundaries with the built 

up area. 

 

 

No contribution: The 

parcel does not 

contribute to preventing 

towns from merging. 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement along the eastern boundary which is 

comprised of Broadfield road which is durable and 

would be able to prevent encroachment beyond the 

parcel if the parcel was developed. The boundaries 

between the parcel and the countryside are 

comprised of a track road to the northern boundary 

which is less durable, and Port House Lane which is 

durable and a track road which is less durable to the 

southern boundary. The western boundary with the 

countryside is comprised of Jackhouse Brook which 

is less durable and would not prevent encroachment 

beyond the parcel if the parcel was developed. As 

such, there is a mix of durable and less durable 

boundaries. The existing use of the parcel is 

agricultural and open countryside, with a number of 

farms across the parcel and a group of allotments to 

the north. There is 10-20% built form on the parcel, 

low levels of vegetation and a flat topography 

which supports long line views from north to south 

which supports a strong- moderate degree of 

openness. Overall, the parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to the safeguarding from encroachment 

due to its mix of durable and less durable 

boundaries with the countryside and its strong- 

moderate degree of openness. 

Weak contribution: 

The parcel is adjacent 

to the historic town of 

Oswaldtwistle. The 

Rhyddings 

Conservation Area in 

Oswaldtwistle is 

north of the parcel, 

with the 250m buffer 

covering a section of 

the parcel. Given that 

only the northern 

section of the parcel 

is covered by the 

250m buffer, the 

parcel makes a weak 

contribution to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to two purposes, 

a weak contribution to two purposes and no contribution to 

one purpose. In line with the methodology, the parcel has 

been judged to make a weak overall contribution. There 

are durable boundaries with the built up area thus the 

parcel makes a weak contribution in checking of 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas. The parcel 

makes a moderate contribution to safeguarding 

encroachment due to its mix of durable and less durable 

boundaries with the countryside and its strong- moderate 

degree of openness. The parcel makes no contribution to 

preventing towns from merging. The parcel makes a weak 

contribution to preserving the setting and special character 

of historic towns. The parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to assisting in urban regeneration. 

Weak 

contribution 

14 Weak contribution: The parcel is 

adjacent to the Accrington urban 

area (specifically Oswaldtwistle) 

along its north west, east and 

western boundaries. The north 

and eastern boundaries are 

defined by the rear of residential 

development which are less 

durable and would not prevent 

sprawl, while the north west 

boundary is defined by the road 

Heron Way and therefore durable. 

Due to the shape of the built up 

area, development of the parcel 

could constitute rounding off of 

the settlement pattern. Overall, 

the parcel makes a weak 

No contribution: The 

parcel does not play a 

role in preventing towns 

from merging. 

Strong contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement along its north, west and eastern which 

consist of the rear gardens of residential 

development which are less durable and which 

would not be able to prevent encroachment into the 

parcel. The parcel is well connected to the 

settlement and is only connected to the countryside 

along the southern boundary. This southern 

boundary consists of a track which is less durable 

and would not be able to prevent encroachment 

beyond the parcel if the parcel was developed. The 

existing land use consists of a sports complex with 

several playing fields, which constitute a beneficial 

use of the Green Belt in providing opportunities for 

sport and recreation. The built form is less than 

10%, there is low vegetation and the topography is 

largely flat due to the playing fields with a slight 

Moderate 

contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Oswaldtwistle. The 

Rhyddings 

Conservation Area in 

Oswaldtwistle is 

adjacent to the 

northern boundary of 

the parcel along a 

short section, with the 

250m buffer covering 

the majority of the 

parcel. Given that 

part of the 

Conservation Area 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to one purpose, a 

moderate contribution to two purposes, a weak 

contribution to one purpose, and no contribution to one. In 

line with the methodology, professional judgement has 

been applied to evaluate the overall contribution. The 

parcel has been judged to make a moderate overall 

contribution. The parcel has a strong degree of openness 

and the boundaries with the settlement and the countryside 

are both less durable however development of the parcel 

could constitute rounding off of the settlement pattern. 

Thus it would not threaten the overall openness and 

permanence of the Green Belt. The parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to assisting in urban regeneration, 

and a moderate contribution to preserving the setting and 

special character of historic towns. The parcel makes no 

contribution to preventing towns from merging. 

Moderate 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

contribution to the checking of 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas due to its predominantly 

less durable boundaries and 

potential for rounding off. 

slope from the south east, creating strong long line 

views. These factors contribute to a strong degree 

of openness. Overall, the parcel makes a strong 

contribution to safeguarding from encroachment 

due to its strong degree of openness and less 

durable boundaries with the settlement and 

countryside. 

lies adjacent to the 

Green Belt, the parcel 

makes a moderate 

contribution to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns 

15 

 

Strong contribution: The parcel is 

adjacent to the Accrington urban 

areas (specifically Oswaldtwistle) 

along the northern boundary and 

the eastern boundary which is 

comprised of the edge of 

development which is less durable 

and would not be able to prevent 

sprawl into the parcel in the long 

term. The parcel is connected to 

the built up area along two 

boundaries. Overall, the parcel 

makes a strong contribution to the 

checking of unrestricted sprawl of 

large built-up areas due to its less 

durable boundaries with the built 

up area. 

 

 

 

No contribution: The 

parcel does not 

contribute to preventing 

towns from merging. 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement along the northern and eastern 

boundaries which are comprised of edge of 

development which is less durable and would not 

be able to prevent encroachment beyond the parcel 

if the parcel was developed. The boundaries 

between the parcel and the countryside comprise of 

Rough Hey Lane to the south which is durable and 

Broadfield A road to the west which is durable. As 

such, both boundaries with the countryside are 

durable and would prevent encroachment beyond 

the parcel if the parcel was developed. The existing 

land uses of the parcel is agricultural use including 

farms and some residential development to the 

south western corner of the parcel. There is less 

than 10% built form on the parcel, low levels of 

vegetation and the topography of the parcel is flat 

which supports significant long line views across 

and beyond the parcel which supports a strong 

degree of openness. Overall, the parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to the safeguarding from 

encroachment due to its durable boundaries with 

the countryside and its strong degree of openness. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Accrington. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate Moderate 

contribution: All Green 

Belt land can be 

considered to support 

urban regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to one purpose, a 

moderate contribution to two purposes and no contribution 

to two purposes. In line with the methodology, 

professional judgement has been applied to evaluate the 

overall contribution. The parcel has been judged to make a 

strong overall contribution.  There are less durable 

boundaries between the parcel and the built up area thus it 

has a strong role in checking unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas. The parcel therefore makes a strong 

contribution to fulfilling the fundamental aim of the Green 

Belt under paragraph 79 of the NPPF in protecting the 

openness of the Green Belt.  The parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to safeguarding from encroachment due to the 

strong degree of openness and the durable boundaries 

between the parcel and the countryside.  The parcel also 

makes a moderate contribution to assisting in urban 

regeneration. The parcel makes no contribution to 

preventing towns from merging and no contribution to 

preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns 

Strong 

contribution 

16 Moderate contribution: The parcel 

is adjacent to the built up area 

along a small portion of its 

northern boundary. This is formed 

by the limits of Accrington St 

Peter’s Church of England 

Primary School. This is a less 

durable boundary which would 

not be able to prevent sprawl into 

the parcel. The parcel has a 

limited connection with the built 

up area. Overall, the parcel makes 

a moderate contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl of 

large built-up areas due to its 

limited connection along a less 

No contribution: The 

parcel does not play a 

role in preventing towns 

from merging 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement along part of its northern boundary, 

which is less durable and consists of the limits of 

existing development which would not be able to 

prevent encroachment into the parcel. The parcel is 

connected to the countryside along all other 

boundaries, consisting of Rough Hey Lane along 

the north, Broadfield Road along the western 

boundary, and Willows Lane along the east and 

southern boundary. These are all durable 

boundaries, and would be able to prevent further 

encroachment into the countryside if the parcel 

were developed. The existing land use consists of 

residential housing, two schools, industrial 

developments and open countryside for agricultural 

use. There is less than 20% built form, low 

vegetation, and an undulating topography that 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Accrington. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to three 

purposes, and no contribution to two. In line with the 

methodology, the parcel has been judged to make a 

moderate contribution. The parcel has a less durable 

boundary with the built up area, however has a limited 

connection with the built up area and therefore makes a 

moderate contribution to checking unrestricted sprawl of 

large built-up areas. The parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to safeguarding from encroachment due to the 

strong-moderate degree of openness and durable 

boundaries with the countryside.  The parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to assisting in urban regeneration, 

and no contribution to preserving the setting and special 

character of towns or preventing towns from merging. 

Moderate 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

durable boundary with the built 

up area. 

allows for long line views all around. These factors 

contribute to a strong-moderate degree of openness. 

Overall, the parcel makes a moderate contribution 

to safeguarding from encroachment due to the 

strong-moderate degree of openness and durable 

boundaries with the countryside. 

17 Moderate contribution: The parcel 

is connected to the built up area 

along its north western boundary. 

This is defined by the rear of 

residential development and is 

therefore less durable and would 

not be able to prevent sprawl. The 

parcel has a limited connection to 

the built up area along this short 

boundary Overall, the parcel 

makes a moderate contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl of 

large built-up areas due to its 

limited connection along less 

durable boundaries. 

No contribution: The 

parcel does not play a 

role in preventing towns 

from merging 

Strong contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement along its north western boundary, which 

is less durable consisting of rear gardens of 

residential properties which would not be able to 

prevent encroachment into the parcel. The parcel is 

well connected to the countryside along all other 

boundaries, consisting of a less durable track road 

along the north and east, a less durable southern 

field boundary, and Willows Lane along the 

western boundary which is durable and could 

prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if the 

parcel was developed. The existing land use 

consists of Accrington Riding Centre, open 

countryside for agricultural use, a farm and 

woodland. The parcel serves a beneficial use of the 

Green Belt in providing opportunities for sport and 

recreation. There is less than 10% built form, dense 

vegetation in the north western area and low 

vegetation elsewhere, and a topography that slopes 

from the centre outwards. Due to the dense 

vegetation bordering the settlement there are no 

long line views from the settlement, but there are 

throughout the rest of the parcel. These factors 

contribute to a strong-moderate degree of openness. 

Overall, the parcel makes a strong contribution to 

safeguarding from encroachment due to the lack of 

durable boundaries with the settlement and 

countryside, and a strong-moderate degree of 

openness. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Accrington. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to one purposes, a 

moderate contribution to two purposes and no contribution 

to two. In line with the methodology, professional 

judgement has been used to evaluate the overall 

contribution. The parcel has been judged to make a strong 

overall contribution to the Green Belt. The parcel has a 

strong-moderate degree of openness and has 

predominantly less durable boundaries with both the 

settlement and the countryside. The parcel therefore makes 

a strong contribution to safeguarding from encroachment. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to fulfilling the 

fundamental aim of the Green Belt under paragraph 79 of 

the NPPF in protecting the openness of the Green Belt. 

Additionally the parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

assisting in urban regeneration and checking unrestricted 

sprawl of large built-up areas. It makes no contribution to 

preventing towns from merging or preserving the setting 

and special character of towns. 

Strong 

contribution 

18 Weak contribution: The parcel is 

connected to the built up area 

along its northern, south western 

and western boundaries. The 

northern boundary is formed by a 

number of road boundaries, the 

rear gardens of residential 

development and field 

boundaries. The road boundaries 

consist of Lydia Street, Dunny 

Shop Avenue, and Bath street, 

these are durable boundaries 

No contribution: The 

parcel does not play a 

role in preventing towns 

from merging. 

Strong contribution: The parcel is well connected to 

the settlement along its northern, south western and 

western boundaries. These boundaries consist of a 

mix of durable road boundaries which could 

prevent encroachment into the parcel and less 

durable field and rear garden boundaries which 

would not be able to prevent encroachment. The 

parcel has a limited connection to the countryside 

along its eastern and southern boundaries. These 

consist of a track road. This is a less durable 

boundary and would not prevent further 

encroachment into the countryside if the parcel 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Accrington. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to one purpose, a 

moderate contribution to one, a weak contribution to one 

and no contribution to two. In line with the methodology, 

professional judgement has been applied to evaluate the 

overall contribution. The parcel has been judged to make a 

moderate overall contribution. The parcel makes a strong 

contribution to safeguarding from encroachment as while 

it has a moderate degree of openness it has less durable 

boundaries with the countryside and a combination of 

durable and less durable boundaries with the settlement. 

However the parcel makes a weak contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas as development 

Moderate 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

which could prevent sprawl. The 

field boundary and the rear 

gardens of residential 

development are not durable and 

would not be able to prevent 

sprawl. The western boundary is 

formed by Willows Lane, a 

durable boundary, and partly by 

the rear of residential 

development which is less 

durable, and in the south west a 

field boundary, which is less 

durable and would not prevent 

sprawl. The parcel is well 

connected to the built up area. 

Given the shape of the built up 

area along three boundaries, 

development of the parcel could 

constitute rounding off of the 

settlement pattern. Overall, the 

parcel makes a weak contribution 

to checking unrestricted sprawl of 

large built-up areas due to the 

potential for development to 

round off the settlement pattern. 

were developed. The existing land use consists of 

some residential housing, a probationary hostel, 

allotments, Bullough Park, playing fields and a 

bowling and billiards club. The parcel serves a 

number of beneficial uses of the Green Belt as it 

provides opportunities for sport and recreation and 

access to the countryside. There is less than 20% 

built form, generally low vegetation and a very 

slight slope from south to north that levels out 

through the park and playing field, creating long 

line views across the parcel but not beyond. These 

factors contribute to a moderate degree of openness. 

Overall, the parcel makes a strong contribution to 

safeguarding from encroachment as while it has a 

moderate degree of openness its boundaries with 

the countryside are less durable and it has both 

durable and less durable boundaries with the 

settlement. 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

of the parcel could constitute rounding off of the 

settlement pattern. Development would therefore not 

threaten the overall openness and permanence of the Green 

Belt. The parcel makes no contribution to preventing 

towns from merging and no contribution to preserving the 

setting and special character of historic towns. The parcel 

also makes a moderate contribution to assisting with urban 

regeneration. 

19 Weak contribution: The parcel is 

connected to the built up area 

along its westernmost boundary 

and northern most boundary. This 

short western boundary is formed 

by Miller Fold Avenue, which is a 

durable road boundary which 

could prevent sprawl. The short 

northern boundary consists of 

Riley Street. The parcel has a 

limited connection with the built 

up area along these two short 

boundaries. Overall, the parcel 

makes a weak contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl of 

large built-up areas due to the 

limited connection and durable 

boundaries with the built up area. 

No contribution: The 

parcel does not play a 

role in preventing towns 

from merging. 

Strong contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement along its westernmost and northern most 

boundaries which are durable and prevent 

encroachment into the parcel. The parcel is well 

connected to the countryside along the remaining 

boundaries. These consist of a track road along the 

north western boundary and the south western 

boundary which are less durable and would not be 

able to prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if 

the parcel was developed. The eastern boundary 

consists of a footpath and cycle track which forms 

part of the National Cycle Network and is a durable 

boundary which could prevent encroachment. The 

existing land use consists of woodland in the main 

body of the parcel, open countryside towards the 

west of the parcel, and storage buildings in the 

south. Beneficial uses include the biodiversity due 

to Woodnook Water that runs through the centre of 

the parcel. There is less than 10% built form, dense 

vegetation and a topography that slopes inwards to 

the centre, creating long line views across the 

parcel. These factors contribute to a strong-

moderate degree of openness. Overall, the parcel 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Accrington. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to one purpose, a 

moderate contribution to one, a weak contribution to one 

and no contribution to two. In line with the methodology, 

professional judgement has been applied to evaluate the 

overall contribution. The parcel has been judged to make a 

moderate overall contribution. The parcel makes a strong 

contribution to safeguarding from encroachment as it has a 

mix of durable and less durable boundaries and a strong-

moderate degree of openness. The parcel’s boundaries 

with the settlement are durable and could therefore contain 

development and prevent it from threatening the overall 

openness and permanence of the Green Belt. The parcel 

makes no contribution to preventing towns from merging 

and no contribution to preserving the setting and special 

character of historic towns. The parcel also makes a 

moderate contribution to assisting with urban regeneration. 

Moderate 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

makes a strong contribution to safeguarding from 

encroachment due to the mix of durable and less 

durable and strong-moderate degree of openness. 

20 Moderate contribution: The parcel 

is connected to the built up area 

along its north, eastern and south 

eastern boundaries, formed by the 

rear of residential development. 

Along the south east boundary, 

the parcel borders Hollins 

Technical College. All these 

boundaries are less durable and 

would not be able to prevent 

sprawl. Given the shape of the 

built up area, development of the 

parcel (particularly the northern 

and north eastern section) could 

constitute rounding off of the 

settlement pattern. Overall, the 

parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas due to the less durable 

boundaries and potential for 

rounding off. 

No contribution: The 

parcel does not play a 

role in preventing towns 

from merging. 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement along its north, east and south eastern 

boundaries, which consist of the rear gardens of 

residential properties which are not durable and 

would not prevent encroachment into the parcel. 

The parcel is well connected to the countryside 

along its western boundary. This is formed by a 

path and cycle track which forms part of the 

National Cycle Network and represents a durable 

boundary which could prevent encroachment 

beyond the parcel if the parcel was developed. The 

existing land use of the parcel is largely occupied 

by two playing fields, dense woodland in the north 

west and south, and allotments along the western 

boundary. Beneficial uses include opportunities for 

sport and recreation. The parcel has a built form of 

less than 10%, generally low vegetation due to the 

playing fields, and a topography that slopes 

outwards from the central playing fields. There are 

few long line views due to the treeline running 

along the western boundary, contributing to a 

strong-moderate degree of openness. Overall, the 

parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

safeguarding from encroachment as while it has a 

strong-moderate degree of openness, it has durable 

boundaries with the countryside. 

Weak contribution: 

The parcel is adjacent 

to the historic town of 

Accrington. The 

Christ Church 

Conservation Area is 

separated from the 

parcel by the A680 

however part of the 

parcel is within the 

250m buffer area. 

The parcel therefore 

makes a weak 

contribution to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to three 

purposes, a weak contribution to one purpose, and no 

contribution to one purpose. In line with the methodology, 

the parcel has been judged to make a moderate 

contribution. The parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas due to 

its less durable boundaries and potential for development 

to round off the settlement pattern. The parcel also makes 

a moderate contribution to safeguarding the countryside 

due to its strong-moderate degree of openness and durable 

boundaries with the countryside. The parcel makes no 

contribution to preventing towns from merging and a weak 

contribution to preserving the setting and special character 

of historic towns. The parcel also makes a moderate 

contribution to assisting with urban regeneration. 

Moderate 

contribution 

21 Moderate contribution: The parcel 

is connected to the Accrington 

urban area (specifically 

Baxenden) along its north eastern 

boundary, formed by less durable 

track roads within the allotments, 

and the eastern boundary, formed 

by the rear of residential 

development. This is a less 

durable boundary, however 

Woodnook Water which is 

durable lies adjacent to the built 

up area and serves to prevent 

further unrestricted sprawl of 

large built-up areas of the built up 

area. The parcel is connected to 

the built up area along this long 

north eastern and eastern 

No contribution: The 

parcel does not play a 

role in preventing towns 

from merging. 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement along its north eastern boundary 

which consist of track roads within the allotment 

and the eastern boundary formed by the rear of 

residential development, both of which are less 

durable boundaries which would not prevent 

encroachment. However Woodnook Water which is 

just beyond the residential properties is durable and 

could prevent encroachment into the parcel. The 

parcel is connected to the countryside along its 

north western, southern and south western 

boundaries. The north western boundary consists of 

woodland, the southern boundary consists of 

Hurstead Street and the western boundary consists 

of a footpath and cycle track which forms part of 

the National Cycle Network. These are durable 

boundaries which could prevent encroachment 

beyond the parcel if the parcel was developed.  The 

Weak contribution: 

The parcel is adjacent 

to the historic town of 

Accrington. The 

Christ Church 

Conservation Area is 

separated from the 

parcel by the A680 

however part of the 

parcel is within the 

250m buffer area. 

The parcel therefore 

makes a weak 

contribution to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to three 

purposes, a weak contribution to one purpose, and no 

contribution to one purpose. In line with the methodology, 

the parcel has been judged to make a moderate 

contribution. The parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas due to 

its mix of durable and less durable boundaries. The parcel 

also makes a moderate contribution to safeguarding the 

countryside due to its strong-moderate degree of openness 

and durable boundaries with the countryside. The parcel 

makes no contribution to preventing towns from merging 

and a weak contribution to preserving the setting and 

special character of historic towns. The parcel also makes 

a moderate contribution to assisting with urban 

regeneration. 

Moderate 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

boundary. Overall the parcel 

makes a moderate contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl of 

large built-up areas due to the mix 

of durable and less durable 

boundaries. 

existing land use consists of one residential house 

and allotments in the northern half of the parcel, 

open countryside in the centre and dense woodland 

in the south. There is less than 10% built form, 

dense vegetation and a topography that slopes from 

north to south, creating long line views in the north 

of the parcel. These factors contribute to a strong-

moderate degree of openness. Overall, the parcel 

makes a moderate contribution to safeguarding 

from encroachment due to its strong-moderate 

degree of openness and durable boundaries with the 

countryside. 

22 Weak contribution: The parcel is 

connected to the Accrington 

urban area (specifically 

Baxenden) along its north, east 

and southern boundaries. The 

north and eastern boundaries are 

both durable, bordering Hurstead 

Street and the A680 road 

respectively. The southern 

boundary is formed by a fence, 

which is less durable. The parcel 

has a strong connection to the 

built up area along these three 

boundaries. Given the shape of 

the built up area, development of 

the parcel would constitute 

rounding off of the settlement 

pattern. Overall, the parcel makes 

a weak contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas due to the potential for 

development to round off the 

settlement pattern. 

No contribution: The 

parcel does not play a 

role in preventing towns 

from merging 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement along its north, east and southern 

boundaries. The north and east boundaries are 

formed by roads and would therefore prevent 

encroachment into the parcel, while the southern 

boundary is formed by a fence and therefore less 

likely to prevent encroachment into the parcel. The 

parcel has a limited connection to the countryside 

along its western boundary only, this is formed by a 

footpath and cycle track which forms part of the 

National Cycle Network and is therefore a durable 

boundary which could prevent further 

encroachment into the countryside if the parcel 

were developed. The existing land use consists of 

agricultural land with farm buildings present on the 

parcel. The built form is less than 10%, with low 

vegetation and a topography that slopes 

significantly from east to west. This allows for long 

line views to the west. These factors contribute to a 

strong degree of openness. Overall, the parcel 

makes a moderate contribution to safeguarding the 

countryside as whilst it has a strong degree of 

openness it has predominantly durable boundaries. 

 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Accrington. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to two purposes, 

a weak contribution to one purpose, and no contribution to 

two purposes. In line with the methodology, the parcel has 

been judged to make a weak contribution. The parcel has 

predominately durable boundaries with the built up area 

and it is well connected to the built up area along three 

boundaries. Development of the parcel could constitute 

rounding off of the settlement pattern thus it makes a weak 

contribution to checking unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas. The parcel has a limited connection to the 

countryside and makes a moderate contribution to 

safeguarding from encroachment. The parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to assisting in urban regeneration. 

The parcel makes no contribution to preventing towns 

from merging and no contribution to preserving the setting 

and special character of historic towns. 

Weak 

contribution 

237 Moderate contribution: The parcel 

is connected to the built up area of 

Baxenden along its northern 

boundaries. This consists of tree 

line and the limits of the adjacent 

industrial estate. This is a less 

durable boundary which would 

not be able to prevent sprawl. 

Strong contribution: The 

parcel forms an essential 

gap between the 

Accrington urban area 

(specifically Baxenden) 

and Haslingden (Rising 

Bridge), whereby 

development of the 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement along its northern boundary. This 

consists of a tree line and the limits of the adjacent 

industrial estate which forms a less durable 

boundary which would not prevent encroachment. 

The parcel is connected to the countryside along the 

eastern boundary consisting of the A680, the 

western boundary consisting partly of a reservoir 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Accrington. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to one purpose, a 

moderate contribution to three purposes and no 

contribution to one purpose. In line with the methodology, 

professional judgement has been applied to evaluate the 

overall contribution. The parcel has been judged to make a 

strong overall contribution. The parcel makes a strong 

contribution to preventing towns from merging as it forms 

an essential gap between the Accrington urban area 

Strong 

contribution 

                                                 
7 It is noted that this parcel has been assessed in the Rossendale Green Belt Review 2016, parcel reference 02. The Rossendale assessment has been reviewed as a sense check however due to the differing methodologies adopted it would not be expected that 

the assessment outcomes would be exactly the same. 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

Overall, the parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas due to the less durable 

boundaries. 

parcel would result in the 

towns merging. Overall, 

the parcel makes a strong 

contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

and partly of a footpath and cycle track (forming 

part of the National Cycle Network), and the 

southern boundary consisting of the limits of 

development. The A680, cycle track and the 

reservoir represent durable boundaries which could 

prevent encroachment however the limits of 

development is less durable and would not be able 

to prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if the 

parcel was developed. The parcel is relatively 

enclosed given the proximity Rising Bridge. The 

parcel has less than 10% built form, dense 

vegetation and a topography that slopes from south 

to north. Long line views are limited due to the 

dense vegetation throughout the parcel. These 

factors contribute to a moderate degree of openness. 

Overall, the parcel makes a moderate contribution 

to safeguarding the countryside due to the mix of 

durable and less durable boundaries and a moderate 

degree of openness. 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

(specifically Baxenden) and Haslingden (Rising Bridge). 

Development of the parcel would result in the merging of 

these towns. The parcel therefore makes a strong 

contribution to fulfilling the fundamental aim of the Green 

Belt under paragraph 79 of the NPPF in protecting the 

openness and permanence of the Green Belt. The parcel 

makes a moderate contribution to assisting in urban 

regeneration and safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment. The parcel makes no contribution to 

preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns. The parcel also makes a moderate contribution to 

assisting with urban regeneration. 

24 Weak contribution: The parcel is 

adjacent to the Blackburn urban 

area (specifically Knuzden) along 

the western boundary which is 

defined by the rear of residential 

development. This boundary is 

less durable and would not be 

able to prevent sprawl into the 

parcel in the long term. The parcel 

is adjacent to the built up area 

along one boundary. Due to the 

shape of the built up area 

development of part of the parcel 

could constitute rounding off of 

the settlement pattern. Overall, 

the parcel makes a weak 

contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas due to the less durable 

boundary with the built up area 

and the potential for rounding off. 

 

 

Moderate contribution: 

The parcel forms a 

largely essential gap 

between the Blackburn 

urban area and 

Accrington urban area 

(specifically 

Oswaldtwistle) whereby 

development of the 

parcel would 

significantly reduce the 

perceived gap and the 

actual gap particularly 

due to the undulating 

topography of the area. It 

would not result in the 

towns merging. Overall, 

the parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement along the western boundary which is 

defined by rear of residential development which is 

less durable and would not be able to prevent 

encroachment into the parcel. The boundaries 

between the parcel and the countryside comprise of 

Blackburn Road to the north, the M65 to the east 

and Stanhill Road (B6234) to the south which are 

all durable and would prevent encroachment 

beyond the parcel if the parcel were developed. The 

existing land uses include a playground and a 

playing field which are beneficial uses of the Green 

Belt. There is no built form within the parcel and 

some dense vegetation along the western boundary 

and in the centre of the parcel. The topography of 

the parcel is flat which along with the lack of built 

form and low levels of vegetation, supports long 

line views from the parcel to the east and south 

which supports a strong-moderate degree of 

openness. Overall, the parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment due to the durable boundaries with 

the countryside and the strong-moderate degree of 

openness. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Burnley. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to three 

purposes, a weak contribution to one purposes and no 

contribution to one purpose. In line with the methodology, 

the parcel has been judged to make a moderate overall 

contribution. The parcel supports a strong- moderate 

contribution degree of openness and the boundaries 

between the parcel and the countryside are durable and the 

parcel makes a moderate contribution to safeguarding from 

encroachment. The parcel makes a weak contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas due to 

the potential for development to round off the settlement 

pattern. The parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

assisting in urban regeneration. The parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to preventing towns from merging 

and the parcel makes no contribution to preserving the 

setting and special character of historic towns. 

Moderate 

contribution 

25 Weak contribution: The parcel is 

adjacent to the Accrington urban 

areas (specifically Oswaldtwistle) 

along the eastern and southern 

Moderate contribution: 

The parcel forms a 

largely essential gap 

between 

Strong contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement along the eastern and southern boundary 

which is comprised of edge of development which 

is less durable and would not be able to prevent 

Weak contribution: 

The parcel is adjacent 

to the historic towns 

of Church and 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to one purpose, a 

moderate contribution to two purposes, and a weak 

contribution to two purposes. In line with the 

methodology, professional judgement has been applied to 

Moderate 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

boundary which is comprised of 

edge of development which is less 

durable would not be able to 

prevent sprawl into the parcel in 

the long term. The parcel is 

connected to the built up area 

along two boundaries. Due to the 

shape of the built up area, 

development of the parcel could 

constitute rounding off of the 

settlement pattern. Overall, the 

parcel makes a weak contribution 

to checking unrestricted sprawl of 

large built-up areas due to its less 

durable boundaries with the built 

up area and potential for rounding 

off the settlement pattern. 

Accrington urban area 

(specifically 

Oswaldtwistle) and 

Blackburn whereby 

development of the 

parcel would 

significantly reduce the 

perceived and the actual 

gap but would not result 

in the towns merging. 

Overall, the parcel makes 

a moderate contribution 

to preventing towns from 

merging. 

encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel was 

developed. The parcel is connected to the 

countryside along the western boundary which is 

comprised of field boundaries which is less durable 

and the northern boundary which is comprised of 

Blackburn Road which is durable. As such, there is 

a mix of durable and less durable boundaries, with 

the western boundary being less durable and not 

able to prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if 

the parcel was developed. The existing land uses of 

the parcel comprises of agricultural use and no built 

form and limited vegetation on the parcel. There is 

less than 10% built form, low levels vegetation and 

the topography of the parcel slopes gently from 

west to east, which supports long line views beyond 

the parcel from west to east, which supports a 

strong degree of openness. Overall, the parcel 

makes a strong contribution to the safeguarding 

from encroachment due to its mostly less durable 

boundaries with the countryside and strong degree 

of openness. 

Oswaldtwistle. The 

Church Canalside 

Conservation Area is 

to the north east of 

the parcel and part of 

the parcel in the north 

is within the 250m 

buffer around the 

Conservation Area. 

As the Conservation 

Area is separated 

from the parcel by the 

A679, a number of 

rows of residential 

dwellings and only a 

minor section is 

within the 250m 

buffer, the parcel 

makes a weak 

contribution to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

evaluate the overall contribution. The parcel has been 

judged to make a moderate overall contribution. The 

parcel supports s strong degree of openness and has mostly 

less durable boundaries with the countryside, thus the 

parcel makes a strong contribution to safeguarding from 

encroachment. However development within the parcel 

could constitute rounding off of the settlement pattern thus 

it would not threaten the overall openness and permanence 

of the Green Belt. The parcel makes a weak contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas due to 

the potential for rounding off.  The parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to preventing towns from merging 

and a weak contribution to preserving the setting and 

special character of historic towns. The parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to assisting in urban regeneration. 

26 

 

Strong contribution: The parcel is 

adjacent to the Accrington urban 

areas (specifically Oswaldtwistle) 

along half of the southern 

boundary which is comprised of 

rear of residential development. 

This boundary is less durable and 

would not prevent sprawl into the 

parcel in the long term. The parcel 

is connected to the built up area 

along half of one boundary. There 

is existing ribbon development 

along Stanhill Road and the parcel 

makes a contribution to 

preventing further ribbon 

development along Stanhill Road 

(B6234). Overall, the parcel 

makes a strong contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl of 

large built-up areas due to its less 

durable boundaries with the built 

up area and its role in preventing 

ribbon development. 

Moderate contribution: 

The parcel forms a 

largely essential gap 

between 

Accrington urban area 

(specifically 

Oswaldtwistle) and 

Blackburn whereby 

development of the 

parcel would 

significantly reduce the 

perceived and the actual 

gap but would not result 

in the towns merging. 

Overall, the parcel makes 

a moderate contribution 

to preventing towns from 

merging. 

Strong contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement along half of the southern boundary 

which is formed of rear of residential development 

which is less durable and would not be able to 

prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if the 

parcel was developed. The parcel is connected to 

the countryside along all boundaries including half 

of the southern boundary which is comprised of 

Stanhill Road (B6234) which is durable and would 

be able to prevent encroachment beyond the parcel. 

The remaining boundaries with the countryside are 

not durable and consists of field boundaries to the 

north, east and west which are less durable and 

would not prevent encroachment beyond the parcel 

if the parcel were developed. The existing land use 

is comprised of open countryside in agricultural 

use. There is no built form and low levels of 

vegetation. The topography is undulating and 

sloping down from the north east to the south west 

which limits long line views and supports strong-

moderate degree of openness. Overall, the parcel 

makes a strong contribution to safeguarding from 

encroachment due to its mainly less durable 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Oswaldtwistle. 

However the parcel is 

not within 250m of 

any relevant 

Conservation Areas 

and therefore does 

not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to two purposes, a 

moderate contribution to two purposes, and no 

contribution to one purpose. In line with the methodology, 

the parcel has been judged to make a strong overall 

contribution. There are less durable boundaries between 

the parcel and the built up area and the parcel plays a role 

in preventing ribbon development and thus the parcel 

makes a strong contribution to checking unrestricted 

sprawl of large built-up areas. In addition, the parcel 

makes a strong contribution to protecting the countryside 

from encroachment due to supporting a strong- moderate 

degree of openness and its less durable boundaries with the 

countryside. The parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

preventing towns from merging and no contribution to 

preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns. The parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

assisting in urban regeneration. 

Strong 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

boundaries and strong-moderate degree of 

openness. 

27 Strong contribution: The parcel is 

adjacent to the Accrington urban 

area (specifically Oswaldtwistle) 

along half of the southern 

boundary which is comprised by 

the rear of residential 

development and in part by no 

identifiable features which is less 

durable and would not be able to 

prevent sprawl. Overall, the 

parcel makes a strong 

contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas due to the less durable 

boundary with the built up area. 

Weak contribution: The 

parcel forms a less 

essential gap between 

Accrington urban area 

(specifically 

Oswaldtwistle) and 

Rishton whereby 

development of the 

parcel would reduce the 

actual gap but not the 

perceived gap and it 

would not result in the 

towns merging. Overall, 

the parcel makes a weak 

contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

Strong contribution: The parcel is adjacent to the 

settlement along half of the southern boundary 

which is comprised of the rear of residential 

development and in part by no identifiable features 

which is less durable and would not be able to 

prevent encroachment into the parcel. The parcel is 

adjacent to the countryside along the north eastern 

boundary which is comprised of the Leeds and 

Liverpool Canal which is durable and would 

prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if the 

parcel were developed. In addition, the parcel is 

adjacent to the countryside to the west which is 

comprised of field boundaries which are less 

durable would not be able to prevent encroachment 

beyond the parcel if the parcel were developed. The 

existing land use is comprised of agricultural use to 

the north and dense vegetation to the south. There is 

less than 10% built form, some dense vegetation in 

the south of the parcel and a generally flat 

topography which supports long line views to the 

north. As such, the parcel supports a strong- 

moderate degree of openness. Overall, the parcel 

makes a strong contribution to preventing 

encroachment due to the predominantly less durable 

boundaries and the strong- moderate degree of 

openness. 

Strong contribution: 

The parcel is adjacent 

to the historic towns 

of Church and 

Oswaldtwistle. The 

Church Canalside 

Conservation Area 

completely covers the 

parcel. As the 

Conservation Area is 

within the parcel, the 

parcel therefore 

makes a strong 

contribution to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to three purposes, a 

moderate contribution to one purpose and a weak 

contribution to one purpose. In line with the methodology, 

the parcel has been judged to make a strong overall 

contribution. The parcel makes a strong contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas due to 

the less durable boundary with the built up area. In 

addition, the parcel makes a strong contribution to 

preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns. The parcel also makes a strong contribution to 

preventing encroachment due to the predominantly less 

durable boundaries and the strong- moderate degree of 

openness. The parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

assisting urban regeneration, the parcel makes a weak 

contribution to preventing towns from merging. 

Strong 

contribution 

28 Moderate contribution: The parcel 

is adjacent to the Accrington 

urban area (specifically 

Oswaldtwistle) along the southern 

boundary which is comprised of 

the Leeds and Liverpool Canal 

and Blackburn Road which is 

durable and would be able to 

prevent sprawl and also along the 

north eastern boundary which 

consists of the railway line which 

is durable and could prevent 

sprawl. The parcel is well 

connected to the built up area 

along two boundaries. Overall, 

the parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-

Weak contribution: The 

parcel forms a less 

essential gap between 

Accrington urban area 

(specifically 

Oswaldtwistle) and 

Rishton whereby 

development of the 

parcel would reduce the 

actual gap but not the 

perceived gap and it 

would not result in the 

towns merging. Overall, 

the parcel makes a weak 

contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement along the southern boundary which is 

comprised of the Leeds and Liverpool Canal and 

Blackburn Road and also the north eastern 

boundary which is comprised of the railway line 

which are both durable and would be able to 

prevent encroachment into the parcel. The 

boundary between the parcel and the countryside is 

comprised of the Leeds and Liverpool Canal along 

the western and north western boundary. As such, 

the boundaries between the parcel and the 

countryside are durable and would be able to 

prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if the 

parcel were developed. The existing land use is 

agricultural land with a farm in the centre of the 

parcel. There is less than 10% built form, low levels 

of vegetation and a flat topography which supports 

long line views to the north. The parcel supports a 

strong degree of openness. Overall, the parcel 

Strong contribution: 

The parcel is adjacent 

to the historic towns 

of Church and 

Oswaldtwistle. The 

Church Canalside 

Conservation Area 

completely covers the 

parcel. As the 

Conservation Area is 

within the parcel, the 

parcel therefore 

makes a strong 

contribution to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to one purpose, a 

moderate contribution to three purposes, and a weak 

contribution to one purpose. In line with the methodology 

the parcel has been judged to make a moderate overall 

contribution to the Green Belt. The parcel makes a strong 

contribution to preserving the setting and special character 

of historical towns. The parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to checking unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas due to the durable boundaries with the built up 

area. It also makes a moderate contribution to safeguarding 

from encroachment as it has a strong degree of openness 

but has completely durable boundaries which could 

contain development and prevent it from threatening the 

overall openness and permanence of the Green Belt. The 

parcel makes a weak contribution to preventing towns 

from merging. The parcel makes a moderate contribution 

to assisting urban regeneration. 

Moderate 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

up areas due to the durable 

boundaries with the built up area. 

makes a moderate contribution to preventing 

encroachment due to the completely durable 

boundaries and strong degree of openness. 

29 Strong contribution: The parcel is 

adjacent to the Accrington urban 

area (specifically Oswaldtwistle) 

along the southern boundary 

which is comprised in part by the 

rear of residential development 

and in part by no identifiable 

features, this is a less durable 

boundary which would not 

prevent sprawl. Overall, the 

parcel makes a strong 

contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas due to the less durable 

boundaries with the built up area. 

 

Weak contribution: The 

parcel forms a less 

essential gap between 

Accrington urban area 

(specifically 

Oswaldtwistle) and 

Rishton whereby 

development of the 

parcel would reduce the 

actual gap but not the 

perceived gap and it 

would not result in the 

towns merging. Overall, 

the parcel makes a weak 

contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

Strong contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement along the southern boundary which is 

comprised in part by the rear of residential 

development and in part by no identifiable features, 

which is a less durable boundary which would not 

prevent encroachment into the parcel. The 

boundary between the parcel and the countryside is 

comprised of a watercourse to the north which is 

less durable, Devon Avenue to the west which is 

durable and the eastern boundary is comprised in 

part by the Leeds and Liverpool Canal which is 

durable and in part by field boundaries which are 

less durable. As such, there is a mix of durable and 

less durable boundaries with the countryside, with 

the durable boundaries being able to prevent 

encroachment and the less durable boundaries being 

unable to prevent encroachment beyond the parcel 

if the parcel were developed. The existing land use 

consists of open countryside and a cricket ground to 

the west which is a beneficial use. There is less than 

10% built form and the topography of the parcel 

slopes gradually up to the south west. There is 

dense vegetation to the north of the parcel which 

limit long line views to the north but there are some 

long line views to the east. The parcel supports a 

strong degree of openness. Overall, the parcel 

makes a strong contribution to safeguarding from 

encroachment due to the predominantly less durable 

boundaries and the strong degree of openness. 

Moderate 

contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic towns of 

Church and 

Oswaldtwistle. The 

Church Canalside 

Conservation Area is 

adjacent to the 

eastern edge of the 

parcel and the 250m 

buffer covers half of 

the parcel. As the 

Conservation Area is 

adjacent to the parcel, 

the parcel therefore 

makes a moderate 

contribution to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to two purposes, a 

moderate contribution to two purposes, and a weak 

contribution to one purpose. In line with the methodology, 

the parcel has been judged to make a strong overall 

contribution. The parcel makes a strong contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas due to 

the less durable boundaries with the built up area. The 

parcel makes a strong contribution to safeguarding from 

encroachment due to the predominantly less durable 

boundaries and strong degree of openness. The parcel 

makes a moderate contribution to assisting urban 

regeneration and a moderate contribution to preserving the 

setting and special character of historical towns. The 

parcel makes a weak contribution to preventing towns 

from merging 

 

Strong 

contribution 

30 Strong contribution: The parcel is 

adjacent to the Accrington urban 

area (specifically Oswaldtwistle) 

along the south eastern corner of 

the parcel which is comprised of 

the rear of residential 

development which is less durable 

and would not be able to prevent 

sprawl. Overall, the parcel makes 

a strong contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas due to the less durable 

boundary with the built up area. 

 

Weak contribution: The 

parcel forms a less 

essential gap between 

Accrington urban area 

(specifically 

Oswaldtwistle) and 

Rishton and Blackburn 

whereby development of 

the parcel would reduce 

the actual gap but not the 

perceived gap and would 

not result in the towns 

merging. Overall, the 

parcel makes a weak 

contribution to 

Strong contribution: The parcel is adjacent to the 

settlement along the south eastern corner of the 

parcel which is comprised of the rear of residential 

development which is less durable and would not 

be able to prevent encroachment into the parcel. 

The boundary between the countryside and the 

parcel is comprised of field boundaries to the north 

and the west which are less durable boundaries 

which would not prevent encroachment beyond the 

parcel if the parcel were developed. The eastern 

boundary is comprised of Devon Avenue and the 

southern boundary is comprised of Blackburn Road 

(A679) which are both durable and would prevent 

encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel were 

developed. The existing land use is agricultural land 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Oswaldtwistle. 

However the parcel is 

not within 250m of 

any relevant 

Conservation Areas 

and therefore does 

not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to two purposes, a 

moderate contribution to one purpose, a weak contribution 

to one purpose and no contribution to one purpose.  In line 

with the methodology the parcel has been judged to make 

a strong overall contribution. The parcel is connected to 

the countryside along the majority of all of its boundaries 

and has two less durable boundaries with the countryside 

which would not prevent encroachment beyond the parcel 

if the parcel were developed. The parcel supports a strong 

degree of openness. The parcel makes a strong 

contribution to checking unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas due to the less durable boundary with the built up 

area. The parcel makes a weak contribution to preventing 

towns from merging. The parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to assisting urban regeneration and no 

Strong 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

 preventing towns from 

merging. 

with a farm located in the south western corner of 

the parcel. There is less than 10% built form, low 

levels of vegetation and a flat topography which 

promotes long line views to the north and west. 

This supports a strong degree of openness. Overall, 

the parcel makes a strong contribution to preventing 

encroachment due to the predominantly less durable 

boundaries and the strong degree of openness. 

contribution to preserving the setting and special character 

of historic towns. 

 

 

31 Weak contribution: The parcel is 

adjacent to the Blackburn urban 

area (specifically Whitebirk) 

along the western boundary which 

is comprised of the Leeds and 

Liverpool Canal which is durable 

and would be able to prevent 

sprawl into the parcel in the long 

term. As such, the parcel is 

connected to the built up area 

along one boundary. Overall, the 

parcel makes a weak contribution 

to checking unrestricted sprawl of 

large built-up areas due to its 

durable boundaries with the built 

up area. 

 

Moderate contribution: 

The parcel forms a 

largely essential gap 

between Blackburn 

(specifically Whitebirk) 

and Rishton whereby 

development would 

significantly reduce the 

actual and perceived gap 

between the towns 

however it would not 

result in them merging. 

Overall, the parcel makes 

a moderate contribution 

to preventing towns from 

merging. 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement along the western boundary. The 

boundary is defined by the Leeds and Liverpool 

Canal which is durable and would be able to 

prevent encroachment into the parcel. The 

boundary between the parcel and the countryside 

include a railway track to the north, Sidebeet Lane 

to the east and Blackburn Road (A678) and 

Whitebirk Drive (A6119) to the south which are 

durable boundaries able to prevent encroachment 

beyond the parcel if the parcel were developed.  

The existing land use is agricultural and there a 

farm in the south of the parcel off Blackburn Road 

(A678). The parcel contains less than 10% built 

form and there is some dense vegetation along the 

northern boundary adjacent to the railway track and 

in the north western corner of the parcel. The parcel 

slopes up towards the north east of the parcel which 

limits open long line views beyond the parcel which 

supports a strong- moderate degree of openness. 

Overall, the parcel makes a moderate contribution 

to safeguarding from encroachment due to the three 

durable boundaries and strong- moderate degree of 

openness. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Blackburn. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to three 

purposes, a weak contribution to one purpose and no 

contribution to one purpose. In line with the methodology, 

the parcel has been judged to make a moderate overall 

contribution. The parcel makes a weak contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas due to 

its durable boundaries with the built up area. The parcel 

makes a moderate contribution to safeguarding from 

encroachment due to the three durable boundaries and 

strong- moderate degree of openness. The parcel also 

makes a moderate contribution to preventing towns from 

merging and to assisting in urban regeneration. The parcel 

makes no contribution to preserving the setting and special 

character of historic towns. 

Moderate 

contribution 

32 No contribution: The parcel is not 

adjacent to the large built-up area 

and therefore does not contribute 

to this purpose. 

Weak contribution: The 

parcel forms a less 

essential gap between 

Rishton and the 

Accrington urban area 

(specifically 

Oswaldtwistle) and also 

Rishton and the 

Blackburn urban area 

whereby development of 

the parcel would reduce 

the perceived and the 

actual gap but would not 

result in the towns 

merging. Overall, the 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement of Rishton along the northern 

boundary which is comprised of a railway track 

which is durable and would be able to prevent 

encroachment into the parcel. The boundaries 

between the parcel and the countryside include the 

M65 to the south which is a durable and Cowhill 

Lane to the west which is a made road and is 

durable. These boundaries would be able to prevent 

encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel was 

developed. The existing land use is agricultural in 

the western half (Moorside Farm) and a golf club in 

the eastern half. The parcel contains between less 

than 10% built form as the agricultural uses are an 

acceptable Green Belt use. It has some dense 

No contribution: The 

parcel is not adjacent 

to a historic town and 

therefore does not 

contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to two purposes, 

a weak contribution to one purpose and no contribution to 

two purposes. In line with the methodology, the parcel is 

judged to make a weak overall contribution. The parcel 

makes no contribution to checking unrestricted sprawl of 

large built-up areas and no contribution to preserving the 

setting and special character of historic towns. The parcel 

makes a moderate contribution to safeguarding from 

encroachment due to the durable boundaries with the 

countryside and moderate degree of openness. The parcel 

also makes a weak contribution to preventing towns from 

merging. The parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

assisting in urban regeneration. 

Weak 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

parcel makes a weak 

contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

vegetation to the eastern boundary and relatively 

flat topography which rises up towards the M65. 

Churchill Avenue and Cornhill Lane in the centre 

of the parcel is raised up as it goes over the railway 

bridge. There are no long line views due to the uses 

and surrounding road and rail infrastructure. The 

parcel supports a moderate degree of openness. 

Overall, the parcel makes a moderate contribution 

to safeguarding from encroachment due to the 

durable boundaries with the countryside and 

moderate degree of openness. 

33 No contribution: The parcel is not 

adjacent to the large built-up area 

and therefore does not contribute 

to this purpose 

Weak contribution: The 

parcel forms a less 

essential gap between the 

Accrington urban area 

(Huncoat) and Padiham, 

whereby development of 

the parcel would reduce 

the actual gap between 

the towns but not the 

perceived gap. Overall, 

the parcel makes a weak 

contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

Moderate contribution:  The parcel is not directly 

connected to any settlements and is completely 

connected to the countryside.  The parcel is 

adjacent to the countryside along all boundaries 

which include The Leeds and Liverpool Canal to 

the northern boundary, Altham Lane to the western 

boundary and the M65 to the southern boundary 

which are all durable and would be able to prevent 

encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel were 

developed. In addition, there is a short eastern 

boundary which is comprised of a fence which is 

less durable and would not be able to prevent 

encroachment however the A65 is in close 

proximity to this. The existing land use is 

comprised of open countryside and woodlands. 

There is less than 10% built form within the parcel 

and dense levels of vegetation in the southern half 

of the parcel. The topography slopes gently down 

towards the north and north east which supports 

significant long line views towards the north, east 

and west of the parcel. As such, the parcel supports 

a strong- moderate degree of openness. Overall, the 

parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

safeguarding the countryside from encroachment 

due to its mainly durable boundaries and its strong- 

moderate degree of openness. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is not adjacent 

to a historic town and 

therefore does not 

contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to two purposes, 

no contribution to two purposes, and a weak contribution 

to one purpose. In line with the methodology, the parcel 

has been judged to make a weak overall contribution. The 

parcel makes a moderate contribution to safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment due to its mainly durable 

boundaries and its strong- moderate degree of openness. 

The parcel also makes a moderate contribution to assisting 

in urban regeneration. The parcel makes no contribution to 

preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns and the checking of unrestricted sprawl. The parcel 

makes a weak contribution to preventing towns from 

merging. 

Weak 

contribution 

34 Weak contribution: The parcel is 

adjacent to the Accrington urban 

area (specifically Church) along 

the southern boundary which is 

comprised of the Leeds and 

Liverpool Canal which is durable 

and would prevent sprawl. 

Overall, the parcel makes a weak 

contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-

Weak contribution: The 

parcel forms a less 

essential gap between 

Accrington urban area 

(specifically Church) and 

Rishton whereby 

development of the 

parcel would reduce the 

perceived and the actual 

gap but would not result 

Moderate contribution: the parcel is connected to 

the settlement along the southern boundary which is 

comprised of the Leeds and Liverpool Canal which 

is durable and would prevent encroachment into the 

parcel. The boundary between the parcel and the 

countryside is comprised of Dunkenhalgh Way 

(A6185) to the east which is durable, the M65 to 

the north which is durable and to the west the 

boundary is comprised in part by St James Road 

which is durable and in part by a track road which 

Strong contribution: 

The parcel is adjacent 

to the historic towns 

of Church and 

Oswaldtwistle. The 

Church Canalside 

Conservation Area 

covers the southern 

section of the parcel 

and the other areas of 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to two purposes, 

a weak contribution to two purposes and a strong 

contribution to one purpose. In line with the methodology, 

professional judgement has been applied to evaluate the 

overall contribution. The parcel has been judged to make a 

moderate overall contribution as whilst it makes a strong 

contribution to preserving the setting and special character 

of historic towns, the majority of the boundaries are 

durable boundaries which could contain development and 

prevent it from threatening the overall openness and 

Moderate 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

up areas due to the durable 

boundaries with the built up area. 

 

in the towns merging. 

Overall, the parcel makes 

a weak contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

is less durable. As such, the majority of the 

boundaries with the countryside are durable and 

would be able to prevent encroachment beyond the 

parcel if the parcel were developed, but the small 

section of track road is less durable and would not 

be able to prevent encroachment beyond the parcel 

if the parcel were developed. The existing land use 

is comprised of woodland and open countryside 

including agricultural use. There is also a caravan 

breakers yard to the south of the parcel. There is 

less than 10% built form, two areas of dense 

vegetation within the parcel and a steep slope from 

south to north which allows for some long line 

views but these are limited by the dense vegetation 

within the parcel and as such the parcel supports a 

strong-moderate degree of openness. Overall, the 

parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

safeguarding from encroachment due to the 

predominantly durable boundaries and the strong-

moderate degree of openness. 

the parcel are within 

the 250m buffer area. 

As the Conservation 

Area is within the 

parcel, the parcel 

therefore makes a 

strong contribution to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

permanence of the Green Belt The parcel therefore makes 

a moderate contribution to safeguarding from 

encroachment due to the predominantly durable 

boundaries and the strong-moderate degree of openness. 

The parcel makes a weak contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas due to the 

durable boundaries with the built up area. The parcel 

makes a weak contribution to preventing towns from 

merging. The parcel makes a strong contribution to. The 

parcel makes a moderate contribution to assisting to urban 

regeneration. 

35 Moderate contribution: The parcel 

is adjacent to the Accrington 

urban area (specifically Church) 

along the eastern boundary which 

is comprised in part of St James 

Road which is durable and the 

Leeds and Liverpool Canal which 

is durable and would be able to 

prevent sprawl and in part by the 

edge of development which is less 

durable which would not be able 

to prevent sprawl. Overall, the 

parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas due to the mix of less 

durable and durable boundaries 

with the built up area. 

 

Weak contribution: The 

parcel forms a less 

essential gap between 

Accrington urban area 

(specifically Church) and 

Rishton whereby 

development of the 

parcel would reduce the 

perceived and the actual 

gap but would not result 

in the towns merging. 

Overall, the parcel makes 

a weak contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement along the eastern boundary which is 

comprised in part of St James Road which is 

durable and the Leeds and Liverpool Canal which is 

durable and would be able to prevent encroachment 

into the parcel and in part by the edge of 

development which is less durable which would not 

be able to prevent encroachment into the parcel. 

The boundary between the parcel and the 

countryside is comprised of Hyndburn Brook 

(minor river) to the northern, southern and western 

boundaries which is durable and could prevent 

encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel were 

developed. The existing land use is comprised of 

agricultural use including three farms within the 

parcel. There is less than 10% built form and whilst 

there is a border of vegetation along a section of the 

eastern boundary there is generally low vegetation 

through the parcel. The topography of the parcel 

slopes down gradually to the west which supports 

long line views to the north and the north west 

which supports a strong degree of openness. 

Overall, the parcel makes a moderate contribution 

to preventing encroachment due to the mainly less 

durable boundaries and strong degree of openness. 

Strong contribution: 

The parcel is adjacent 

to the historic towns 

of Church and 

Oswaldtwistle. The 

Church Canalside 

Conservation Area 

covers the eastern 

section of the parcel 

and the majority of 

the other areas of the 

parcel are within the 

250m buffer area. As 

the Conservation 

Area is within the 

parcel, the parcel 

therefore makes a 

strong contribution to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore, all 

parcels makes a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to one purpose, a 

moderate contribution to three purposes and a weak 

contribution to one purpose.  In line with the methodology, 

professional judgement has been applied to evaluate the 

overall contribution. The parcel has been judged to make a 

moderate overall contribution as whilst it makes a strong 

contribution to preserving the setting and special character 

of historic towns, the boundaries with the countryside are 

durable and could contain development and prevent it from 

threatening the overall openness and permanence of the 

Green Belt. The parcel therefore makes a moderate 

contribution to safeguarding from encroachment due to the 

durable boundaries with the countryside and the strong 

degree of openness. The parcel also makes a moderate 

contribution to assisting urban regeneration. The parcel 

makes a weak contribution to preventing towns from 

merging. 

Moderate 

contribution 

36 No contribution: The parcel is not 

adjacent to the large built-up area 

Moderate contribution: 

The parcel forms a 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is not adjacent to 

a settlement and is completely connected to the 

Moderate 

contribution: The 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to four purposes 

and no contribution to one purpose. In line with the 

Moderate 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

and therefore does not contribute 

to this purpose. 

largely essential gap 

between Accrington 

(specifically Church) and 

Rishton whereby 

development of the 

parcel would 

significantly reduce the 

perceived and the actual 

gap but would not result 

in the towns merging. 

Limited development 

within the parcel would 

be possible without 

resulting in the towns 

merging. Overall, the 

parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

countryside. The parcel is adjacent to the 

countryside along all boundaries which include the 

M65 to the north and a railway track to the west 

which are both durable boundaries which would 

prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if the 

parcel were developed. the eastern boundary is 

comprised of a path which is less durable and 

Hyndburn Brook (minor river) which is durable and 

could prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if 

the parcel was developed. The existing land use is 

comprised of open countryside which includes 

some agricultural uses. There is no built form 

within the parcel and generally low levels of 

vegetation apart from dense woodland in the centre 

of the parcel. The parcel slopes down gradually to 

the south and there are long line views to the north 

and north east which supports a strong degree of 

openness. Overall, the parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to preventing encroachment due to the 

predominantly durable boundaries and the strong 

degree of openness. 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic towns of 

Church and 

Oswaldtwistle. The 

Church Canalside 

Conservation Area is 

just to the south of 

the parcel and a 

significant part of the 

parcel is within the 

250m buffer around 

the Conservation 

Area. As the 

Conservation Area is 

to the south of the 

parcel and the buffer 

area covers the 

parcel, it makes a 

moderate 

contribution to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore, all 

parcels makes a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

methodology, the parcel has been judged to make a 

moderate overall contribution. The parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to preventing encroachment due to 

the predominantly durable boundaries and the strong 

degree of openness. The parcel also makes a moderate 

contribution to preventing towns from merging, preserving 

the setting and special character of historic towns and 

assisting with urban regeneration. The parcel makes no 

contribution to checking unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas. 

37 Moderate contribution: The parcel 

is adjacent to the built up area of 

Accrington (specifically Church 

or Enfield) along the northern and 

eastern boundaries. These are 

defined by the rear of existing 

development which are less 

durable boundaries which would 

not prevent sprawl into the parcel. 

Due to the shape of the built up 

area, development of the parcel 

(alongside the adjacent parcels) 

could constitute rounding off of 

the settlement pattern. Overall, 

the parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl due to the less 

durable boundaries and potential 

for rounding off alongside 

adjacent parcels. 

No contribution: The 

parcel does not 

contribute to preventing 

towns from merging. 

Strong contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement along the eastern and northern 

boundaries. These are defined by the rear of 

existing development which would not prevent 

encroachment into the parcel. The parcel has two 

boundaries with the countryside, the western 

boundary is defined by the Leeds and Liverpool 

Canal which is a durable boundary able to prevent 

encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel were 

develope, whilst the southern boundary is a tree 

lined field boundary which is less durable and 

would not prevent encroachment beyond the parcel 

if the parcel were developed. The existing land use 

is predominantly open countryside however Enfield 

Cricket Club is located within the parcel as well as 

Nursery End Garden Centre and a small number of 

residential properties. Overall, the parcel contains 

less than 10% built form and low levels of 

vegetation, with the topography slowing towards 

the canal allowing long line views in that direction 

and thus the parcel supports a strong degree of 

openness. Overall, the parcel makes a strong 

contribution to safeguarding the countryside from 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Accrington. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to one purpose, a 

moderate contribution to two purposes and no contribution 

to two purposes. In line with the methodology, 

professional judgement has been applied to evaluate the 

overall contribution. The parcel has been judged to make a 

moderate overall contribution. The parcel supports a strong 

degree of openness and there are less durable boundaries 

with the settlement however the boundary with the 

countryside consists of the Leeds and Liverpool Canal. 

This is a durable boundary which could contain 

development and prevent it from threatening the overall 

openness and permanence of the Green Belt.  The parcel 

makes a moderate contribution to checking the unrestricted 

sprawl due to the less durable boundaries and potential for 

rounding off alongside adjacent parcels. The parcel makes 

no contribution to preserving the setting and special 

character of historic towns, and does not contribute to 

checking unrestricted sprawl or preventing towns from 

merging. The parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

assisting with urban regeneration. 

Moderate 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

encroachment due to the mixed durability of the 

boundaries. 

38 Moderate contribution: The parcel 

is adjacent to the Accrington 

urban area (specifically Church) 

along the eastern and southern 

boundary. The eastern boundary 

is defined by the rear of existing 

residential development along the 

B6231 which is less durable and 

would not prevent sprawl into the 

parcel, whilst the southern 

boundary is defined by the A6185 

which is a durable boundary 

which would prevent sprawl into 

the parcel 

Due to the shape of the built up 

area, development of the parcel 

(alongside the adjacent parcels) 

could constitute rounding off of 

the settlement pattern.   Overall, 

the parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl due to the less 

durable boundaries and potential 

for rounding off alongside 

adjacent parcels. 

No contribution: The 

parcel does not 

contribute to preventing 

towns from merging. 

Strong contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement along the eastern and southern 

boundaries. The eastern boundary is defined by the 

rear of existing development along the B6231 

which is less durable and would not prevent 

encroachment into the parcel. The southern 

boundary is defined by the A6185 which is a 

durable boundary which could prevent 

encroachment into the parcel. The parcel has two 

boundaries with the countryside, the western 

boundary is defined by the Leeds and Liverpool 

Canal which is a durable boundary able to prevent 

encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel were 

development, whilst the northern boundary is a tree 

lined field boundary which is less durable and 

would not prevent encroachment beyond the parcel 

if the parcel were developed. The existing land use 

is predominantly open countryside however St 

Nicholas Church of England Primary School is 

located within the parcel. This is the only existing 

built form and therefore there is less than 10% built 

form within the parcel, there are low levels of 

vegetation within the parcel although there is some 

on the boundaries and there are open long line 

views, thus the parcel supports a strong degree of 

openness. Overall, the parcel makes a strong 

contribution to safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment due to the mixed durability of the 

boundaries. 

Weak contribution: 

The parcel is adjacent 

to the historic town of 

Church and 

Oswaldtwistle. The 

Church Canalside 

Conservation Area is 

to the west of the 

parcel and a small 

part of the parcel in 

the south west is 

within the 250m 

buffer around the 

Conservation Area. 

As the Conservation 

Area is separated 

from the parcel by the 

A6185 and only a 

minor section is 

within the 250m 

buffer, the parcel 

makes a weak 

contribution to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to one purpose, a 

moderate contribution to two purposes, a weak 

contribution to one purpose and no contribution to one 

purpose. In line with the methodology, professional 

judgement has been applied to evaluate the overall 

contribution. The parcel has been judged to make a 

moderate overall contribution. The parcel supports a strong 

degree of openness and there are less durable boundaries 

with the settlement however the boundary with the 

countryside consists of the Leeds and Liverpool Canal. 

This is a durable boundary which could contain 

development and prevent it from threatening the overall 

openness and permanence of the Green Belt. The parcel 

makes a moderate contribution to checking the unrestricted 

sprawl due to the less durable boundaries and potential for 

rounding off alongside adjacent parcels. The parcel makes 

a weak contribution to preserving the setting and special 

character of historic towns as a small part of the parcel is 

within the 250m buffer of the Church Canalside 

Conservation Area.  The parcel does not contribute to 

preventing towns from merging. The parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to assisting with urban regeneration. 

Moderate 

contribution 

39 Weak contribution: The parcel is 

adjacent to the built up area of 

Accrington along a very short 

extent of the north eastern 

boundary. This is defined by the 

Leeds Liverpool Canal which is a 

durable boundary able to prevent 

sprawl into the parcel.  Due to the 

shape of the built up area, 

development of the parcel 

(alongside the adjacent parcels) 

could constitute rounding off of 

the settlement pattern.  Overall, 

the parcel makes a weak 

contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl due to the 

No contribution: The 

parcel does not 

contribute to preventing 

towns from merging. 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement along the short north eastern 

boundary which is defined by the Leeds Liverpool 

Canal. This is a durable boundary which would 

prevent encroachment into the parcel. The 

remaining boundaries are with the countryside, the 

eastern boundary is defined by the Leeds Liverpool 

Canal, the northern boundary is defined by the M65 

and the western boundary is defined by the A6185. 

These are durable boundaries able to prevent 

encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel were 

developed. The existing land use is predominantly 

open countryside however Whin Isle Farm is 

located in the centre of the parcel. The parcel 

contains less than 10% built form, and generally 

low levels of vegetation with the vegetation mainly 

Weak contribution: 

The parcel is adjacent 

to the historic towns 

of Church and 

Oswaldtwistle. The 

Church Canalside 

Conservation Area is 

to the west of the 

parcel and a small 

part of the parcel in 

the south is within the 

250m buffer around 

the Conservation 

Area. As the 

Conservation Area is 

separated from the 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to two purposes, 

a weak contribution to two, and no contribution to one. In 

line with the methodology, the parcel has been judged to 

make a weak overall contribution. The parcel supports a 

strong degree of openness and there are durable boundaries 

between the parcel and the built up area and the parcel and 

the countryside, thus it makes a moderate contribution to 

safeguarding the countryside from encroachment. 

Development of the parcel (alongside adjacent parcels) 

could be seen as rounding off the settlement pattern and 

given the durable boundaries, the parcel makes a weak 

contribution to checking unrestricted sprawl. The parcel 

makes a weak contribution to preserving the setting and 

special character of historic towns. The parcel does not 

contribute to preventing towns from merging. The parcel 

Weak 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

short connection with the built up 

area and the durability of the 

boundary. 

being present along the field boundaries. The parcel 

supports long line views to the north and thus 

supports a strong degree of openness. Overall, the 

parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

safeguarding the countryside from encroachment 

due to the durable boundaries. 

parcel by the A6185 

and only a minor 

section is within the 

250m buffer, the 

parcel makes a weak 

contribution to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

makes a moderate contribution to assisting with urban 

regeneration. 

40 Moderate contribution: The parcel 

is adjacent to the Accrington 

urban area (specifically Clayton-

le-Moors) along the northern 

boundary which is comprised in 

part by Blackburn Road which is 

durable and would prevent sprawl 

and in part by rear of residential 

development which is less durable 

and would not prevent sprawl. 

Overall, the parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas due to the mix of durable 

and less durable boundaries with 

the built up area. 

No contribution: The 

parcel does not 

contribute to preventing 

towns from merging. 

Weak contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement along the northern boundary which is 

comprised in part of Blackburn Road which is 

durable and would prevent encroachment into the 

parcel and in part by rear of residential 

development which is less durable and would not 

prevent encroachment into the parcel. The 

boundary between the parcel and the countryside is 

comprised of the Leeds and Liverpool Canal on the 

short eastern boundary, the M65 on the southern 

boundary and the A6185 on the western boundary, 

which are all durable and would be able to prevent 

encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel were 

developed. The existing land use is comprised of 

open countryside including a hotel located off 

Blackburn Road. There is less than 10% built form 

and there is some dense vegetation along the 

boundaries of the parcel. The parcel slopes steeply 

up towards the motorway which is tree lined and 

limits long line views beyond the parcel and 

supports a moderate degree of openness. Overall, 

the parcel makes a weak contribution to 

safeguarding from encroachment due to the 

predominantly durable boundaries and moderate 

degree of openness. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Accrington. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore, all 

parcels makes a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to two purposes, 

no contribution to two purposes, and a weak contribution 

to one purpose. In line with the methodology, the parcel is 

judged to make a weak overall contribution. The parcel 

makes a weak contribution to safeguarding from 

encroachment due to the predominantly durable 

boundaries and moderate degree of openness. The parcel 

makes a moderate contribution to checking unrestricted 

sprawl of large built-up areas due to the mix of durable 

and less durable boundaries with the built up area. The 

parcel also makes a moderate contribution to assisting in 

urban regeneration. The parcel makes no contribution to 

preventing towns from merging and no contribution to 

preserving the setting and special character of historical 

towns. 

Weak 

contribution 

41 No contribution: The parcel is not 

adjacent to the large built-up area 

and therefore does not contribute 

to this purpose. 

Weak contribution: The 

parcel forms a less 

essential gap between 

Accrington (specifically 

Church) and Rishton 

whereby development of 

the parcel would reduce 

the actual gap but not the 

perceived gap between 

the towns and it would 

not result in the towns 

merging. Overall, the 

parcel makes a weak 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement of Rishton along the northern 

boundary which is comprised of rear of residential 

development which is less durable and which 

would not prevent encroachment into the parcel. 

The boundary between the parcel and the 

countryside is comprised of the Leeds and 

Liverpool canal to the east, the M65 to the south 

and a railway track to east which are all durable and 

would prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if 

the parcel were developed. The existing land use is 

comprised of agricultural use including Shearbrook 

Farm and a wooded area around Shaw Brook. The 

No contribution: The 

parcel is not adjacent 

to a historic town and 

therefore does not 

contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore, all 

parcels makes a 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to two purposes, 

no contribution to two purposes and a weak contribution to 

one purpose. In line with the methodology, the parcel is 

judged to make a weak overall contribution. The parcel 

makes a moderate contribution to safeguarding from 

encroachment due to the durable boundaries with the 

countryside and the strong-moderate degree of openness. 

The parcel makes a weak contribution to preventing towns 

from merging and assisting in urban regeneration. The 

parcel makes no contribution to checking unrestricted 

sprawl of large built-up areas and preserving the setting 

and special character of historic towns 

Weak 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

parcel has no built form as the agricultural use is an 

acceptable Green Belt use. It has a relatively flat 

topography and dense vegetation along the 

boundaries of the parcel which prevent long line 

views and support a strong-moderate degree of 

openness. Overall, the parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to safeguarding from encroachment 

due to the durable boundaries with the countryside 

and strong-moderate degree of openness. 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

42 No contribution: The parcel is not 

adjacent to the large built-up area 

and therefore does not contribute 

to this purpose. 

Weak contribution: The 

parcel forms a less 

essential gap between 

Accrington and Rishton 

whereby development of 

the parcel would reduce 

the actual gap but not the 

perceived gap given that 

the gap between the 

towns is already 

narrower to the north of 

the parcel. Overall, the 

parcel makes a weak 

contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

Strong contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement of Rishton along the northern boundary 

which is comprised of the rear of residential 

development and a tree lined field boundary which 

are both less durable and would not prevent 

encroachment into the parcel. In addition, the parcel 

is connected to the settlement along the western 

boundary which is comprised of the Leeds and 

Liverpool Canal which is durable and would 

prevent encroachment into the parcel. The 

boundary between the countryside and the parcel is 

comprised of Shaw Brook to the eastern and 

southern boundary which is in part lined by trees 

and is less durable and could prevent encroachment 

beyond the parcel if the parcel was developed. The 

existing land use is open countryside. The parcel 

has less than 10% built form and the topography 

has a gradual slope from west to east. There is low 

levels of vegetation which supports long line views 

to the south and east of the parcel which supports a 

strong degree of openness. Overall, the parcel 

makes a strong contribution to safeguarding from 

encroachment due to the strong degree of openness 

and mix of durable and less durable boundaries. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is not adjacent 

to a historic town and 

therefore does not 

contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore, all 

parcels makes a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to one purpose, a 

moderate contribution to one purpose, a weak contribution 

to one purpose, and no contribution to two purposes. In 

line with the methodology, professional judgement has 

been applied to evaluate the overall contribution. The 

parcel has been judged to make a moderate overall 

contribution. The parcel makes a strong contribution to 

safeguarding the countryside from encroachment as the 

boundary with the settlement is partly less durable and it 

has a strong degree of openness however the remaining 

boundaries are predominantly durable and could contain 

development and prevent it from threatening the overall 

openness and permanence of the Green Belt. The parcel 

makes no contribution to preventing unrestricted sprawl of 

large built-up areas and no contribution to preserving the 

setting and special character of historic towns. The parcel 

makes a weak contribution to preventing towns from 

merging and a moderate contribution to assisting in urban 

regeneration. 

 

Moderate 

contribution 

43 No contribution: The parcel is not 

adjacent to the large built-up area 

and therefore does not contribute 

to this purpose. 

Moderate contribution: 

The parcel forms a 

largely essential gap 

between Accrington and 

Rishton whereby 

development of the 

parcel would 

significantly reduce the 

actual and perceived gap 

between the towns but 

would not result in them 

merging.. Overall, the 

parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement of Rishton along a short section of 

the western boundary which is comprised of the 

edge of development which is less durable and 

would not prevent encroachment into the parcel. 

The boundary between the countryside and the 

parcel is comprised of Hermitage Street/ Holt Mill 

Bridge (A678) to the north which is durable, 

Hyndburn Brook (minor river) to the east which is 

durable, the M65 to the south which is durable and 

the western boundary is in part comprised of the 

Leeds and Liverpool Canal which is durable and in 

part by Shaw Brook which is lined by trees and is 

in part durable. As such the boundaries with the 

No contribution: The 

parcel is not adjacent 

to a historic town and 

therefore does not 

contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore, all 

parcels makes a 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to three 

purposes and no contribution to two purposes. In line with 

the methodology, the parcel has been judged to make a 

moderate overall contribution. The parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to safeguarding from encroachment 

due to the predominantly durable boundaries with the 

countryside and moderate degree of openness. The parcel 

also makes a moderate contribution to preventing towns 

from merging and assisting in urban regeneration. The 

parcel makes no contribution to checking unrestricted 

sprawl of large built-up areas and no contribution to 

preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns 

Moderate 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

countryside are predominately durable. These 

durable boundaries could prevent encroachment 

beyond the parcel if the parcel was developed. The 

existing land use is open countryside including Mill 

Wood to the centre of the parcel and a Park 

Plantation to the south. In addition, there is a 

reservoir to the north of the parcel and a vacant 

industrial building to the north of Hermitage Street/ 

Holt Mill Bridge (A678). The parcel has less than 

10% built form and has flat topography but has 

dense vegetation through the centre of the parcel 

which limits long line views. Thus, the parcel 

supports a moderate degree of openness. Overall, 

the parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

safeguarding from encroachment due to the 

predominantly durable boundaries with the 

countryside and moderate degree of openness. 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

44 Weak contribution: The parcel is 

adjacent to the Accrington urban 

area (specifically Clayton-le-

Moors) along half of the northern 

boundary which is comprised of 

Blackburn Road (A678) which is 

durable and would be able to 

prevent sprawl into the parcel. 

Overall, the parcel makes a weak 

contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas due to the durable 

boundaries with the built up area. 

Moderate contribution: 

The parcel forms a 

largely essential gap 

between Accrington 

(specifically Clayton-le-

Moors) and Rishton 

whereby development of 

the parcel would 

significantly reduce the 

perceived and the actual 

gap (particularly due to 

the existing development 

along Blackburn Road) 

but would not result in 

the towns merging.. 

Overall, the parcel makes 

a moderate contribution 

to preventing towns from 

merging. 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement along half of the northern boundary 

which is comprised of Blackburn Road (A678) 

which is durable and would prevent encroachment 

into the parcel. The boundary between the parcel 

and the countryside is comprised of Blackburn 

Road (A687) to the north, the A6185 road to the 

east and the M65 to the south which are all durable 

and would prevent encroachment beyond the parcel 

if the parcel were developed. The western boundary 

is comprised of Hyndburn Brook (minor river) 

which is a durable boundary and would prevent 

encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel were 

developed. The existing land use is comprised of 

open countryside including Dunkenhalgh Park 

which is the setting of Dunkenhalgh Hotel and 

leisure club which is in the centre of the parcel. 

There is 10-20% built form, flat topography and 

dense vegetation through the majority of the parcel 

which limits long line views beyond the parcel. As 

such, the parcel supports a weak degree of 

openness. Overall, the parcel makes a weak 

contribution to safeguarding from encroachment 

due to the completely durable boundaries and weak 

degree of openness. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Accrington. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore, all 

parcels makes a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to three 

purposes, a weak contribution to one purpose and no 

contribution to one purpose. In line with the methodology, 

the parcel is judged to make a moderate overall 

contribution. The parcel makes a weak contribution to 

safeguarding from encroachment due to the completely 

durable boundaries and weak degree of openness. The 

parcel makes a moderate contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas due to the 

durable boundaries with the built up area. The parcel 

makes a moderate contribution to preventing towns from 

merging and assisting in urban regeneration. The parcel 

makes no contribution to preserving the setting and special 

character of historic towns. 

Moderate 

contribution 

45 Strong contribution: The parcel is 

adjacent to the Accrington urban 

area (specifically Huncoat) along 

the western boundary which is 

defined by Altham Lane and the 

Weak contribution: The 

parcel forms a less 

essential gap between 

Accrington urban area 

(specifically Huncoat) 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement along the western boundary which is 

defined by dense tree line. This would not prevent 

encroachment into the parcel. The boundaries 

between the parcel and the countryside are of mixed 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Accrington. However 

the parcel is not 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to one purpose, a 

moderate contribution to two, a weak contribution to one, 

and a no contribution to one. In line with the methodology, 

professional judgement has been applied to evaluate the 

overall contribution. The parcel has been judged to make a 

Moderate 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

south western boundary which is 

defined by dense tree line. This is 

a less durable boundary which 

would not prevent sprawl into the 

parcel in the long term. The parcel 

is connected to the built up area 

along this one long boundary. 

Overall, the parcel makes a strong 

contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl due to its less 

durable boundaries with the built 

up area. 

and Burnley whereby 

development of the 

parcel would reduce the 

actual gap but not the 

perceived gap and would 

not result in the towns 

merging. Overall, the 

parcel makes a weak 

contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

durability. The northern boundary is defined by the 

railway line which is durable and would prevent 

encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel were 

developed however the southern and eastern 

boundaries are defined by tree line which is less 

durable and would not prevent encroachment 

beyond the parcel if the parcel were developed. The 

existing land use is open countryside which is 

covered with woodland. The parcel contains no 

built form but has dense vegetation which limit 

long line views and therefore it supports a moderate 

degree of openness. Overall the parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to safeguarding from 

encroachment due to its durable boundaries and 

moderate degree of openness. 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

moderate overall contribution. There are less durable 

boundaries between the parcel and the built up area thus it 

has a strong role in checking unrestricted sprawl. Whilst 

the boundary with the settlement is less durable, the 

presence of the A56 means that any encroachment beyond 

the parcel would be contained and would not threaten the 

overall openness and permanence of the Green Belt The 

parcel also makes a moderate contribution to assisting in 

urban regeneration. The parcel makes a weak contribution 

to preventing towns from merging and no contribution to 

preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns. 

46 Moderate contribution: The parcel 

is adjacent to the Accrington 

urban area (specifically Huncoat) 

along the western and northern 

boundary which is defined by the 

rear of existing residential 

development, tree line and field 

boundaries marked with 

intermittent hedge and a fence 

which are less durable and the 

southern boundary which is 

defined by Burnley Lane which is 

durable. Burnley Lane to the 

south would prevent sprawl into 

the parcel in the long term, whilst 

the others would not. The parcel 

is adjacent to the built up area 

along these three long boundaries. 

Overall, the parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl due to the 

mixed durability of the 

boundaries with the built up area. 

Weak contribution: The 

parcel forms a less 

essential gap between 

Accrington urban area 

(specifically Huncoat) 

and Burnley whereby 

development of the 

parcel would reduce the 

actual gap but not the 

perceived gap and it 

would not result in the 

towns merging. The A56 

ensures that overall 

separation is retained. 

Overall, the parcel makes 

a weak contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

Strong contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement along the western and northern boundary 

which is defined by the rear of existing residential 

development, tree line and field boundaries marked 

with intermittent hedge and a fence which are less 

durable and the southern boundary which is defined 

by Burnley Lane which is durable. The less durable 

boundary would not prevent encroachment into the 

parcel whilst the southern boundary would. Part of 

the southern boundary is between the parcel and the 

countryside and is defined by Burnley Lane and the 

eastern boundary is between the parcel and the 

countryside which is in part marked by the A56 

with the north eastern boundary marked by a field 

boundary. The majority of the boundaries with the 

countryside therefore are durable boundaries which 

are able to prevent encroachment beyond the parcel 

if the parcel were developed. The existing land use 

is open countryside which is in agricultural use. 

The parcel contains no built form and low levels of 

vegetation. The topography of the parcel also slopes 

up towards the south and there are long line views 

across the parcel to the north and also into the 

parcel, particularly from the A56 and therefore the 

parcel supports a strong degree of openness. 

Overall, the parcel makes a strong contribution to 

safeguarding the countryside from encroachment 

due to the boundaries of mixed durability and the 

strong degree of openness. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Accrington. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to one purpose, a 

moderate contribution to two purposes, a weak 

contribution to one purpose, and no contribution to one. In 

line with the methodology, professional judgement has 

been applied to evaluate the overall contribution. The 

parcel has been judged to make a moderate overall 

contribution as although the parcel supports a strong 

degree of openness and there are less durable boundaries 

between the parcel and the settlement, the majority of the 

boundaries with the countryside are durable and could 

contain development thus preventing it from threatening 

the openness and permanence of the Green Belt. The 

parcel makes a moderate contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl and a weak contribution to preventing 

towns from merging. The parcel does not contribution to 

preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns. 

Moderate 

contribution 

47 Moderate contribution: The parcel 

is adjacent to the built up area of 

Accrington (specifically Huncoat) 

Weak contribution: The 

parcel forms a less 

essential gap between 

Strong contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement along the western boundary which is 

defined by the rear of existing residential 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to two purposes, a 

moderate contribution to one purpose, a weak contribution 

to one purpose, and no contribution to one. In line with the 

Strong 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

along the western boundary. The 

western boundary is defined by 

the rear of existing residential 

development at Huncoat and 

dense tree line which is a less 

durable boundary which would 

not prevent sprawl. Overall, the 

parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl due to the 

boundaries being of mixed 

durability. 

 

Accrington urban area 

(specifically Huncoat) 

and Burnley whereby 

development of the 

parcel would reduce the 

actual gap but not the 

perceived gap and it 

would not result in the 

towns merging. The A56 

ensures that overall 

separation is retained. 

Overall, the parcel makes 

a weak contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

development and dense tree line which is less 

durable and would not prevent encroachment into 

the parcel. The boundary between the parcel and 

the countryside is defined by Burnley Lane to the 

north, the A679 to the south and the A56 to the east 

which are both durable boundaries and could 

prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if the 

parcel were developed. The existing land use is 

open countryside which is in agricultural use. The 

parcel contains no built form and low levels of 

vegetation and the topography of the parcel slopes 

towards the south which supports long line views 

and thus the parcel supports a strong degree of 

openness. Overall, the parcel makes a strong 

contribution to safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment as there less durable boundaries with 

the settlement and a strong degree of openness. 

Accrington. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

methodology, the parcel has been judged to make a strong 

overall contribution as the parcel supports a strong degree 

of openness and there are less durable boundaries between 

the parcel and the settlement, thus the parcel has a strong 

role to play in checking unrestricted sprawl and preventing 

encroachment. The parcel makes a moderate contribution 

to assisting in urban regeneration and a weak contribution 

to preventing towns from merging. The parcel does not 

contribution to preserving the setting and special character 

of historic towns. 

48 Weak contribution: The parcel is 

adjacent to the Accrington urban 

area (specifically Huncoat) along 

the western boundary which is 

defined by Altham Lane and the 

south western boundary which is 

defined by the railway line. These 

are both permanent and durable 

boundaries that are able to prevent 

sprawl into the parcel in the long 

term. The parcel is only 

connected to the urban area along 

these short boundary. Overall the 

parcel makes a weak contribution 

to checking unrestricted sprawl. 

Weak contribution: The 

parcel forms a less 

essential gap between 

Accrington urban area 

(specifically Huncoat) 

and Burnley whereby 

development of the 

parcel would reduce the 

actual gap but not the 

perceived gap and it 

would not result in the 

towns merging. The A56 

ensures that overall 

separation is retained. 

Overall, the parcel makes 

a weak contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement along the western and south western 

boundaries which are formed by the Altham Lane 

and the railway line. These are durable boundaries 

which would prevent encroachment into the parcel. 

The parcel also has durable boundaries with the 

countryside which are formed by the railway line to 

the south, the M65 to the north and the A56 to the 

east. These are all durable boundaries which would 

be able to prevent further encroachment beyond the 

parcel if the parcel were developed. The parcel is 

well connected to the countryside along these 

boundaries. The existing land use is predominantly 

open countryside which is covered by dense 

vegetation across the parcel. The parcel contains no 

built form but has dense vegetation which limit 

long line views and therefore it supports a moderate 

degree of openness. Overall the parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to safeguarding from 

encroachment due to its durable boundaries and 

moderate degree of openness. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Accrington. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to two purposes, 

a weak contribution to two, and no contribution to one. In 

line with the methodology, the parcel has been judged to 

make a weak overall contribution. The parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to safeguarding the countryside 

from encroachment as it has durable boundaries with the 

settlement and with the countryside which could prevent 

encroachment. The parcel makes a weak contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl and from preventing towns 

from merging. The parcel makes a moderate contribution 

to encouraging urban regeneration and does not contribute 

to preserving the setting of historic towns. 

Weak 

contribution 

49 Moderate contribution: The parcel 

is adjacent to the Accrington 

urban area along the eastern 

boundary which is defined by 

Clough Brook and dense tree line 

some of which forms a durable 

boundary which could prevent 

sprawl. The southern boundary is 

defined by Whinney Hill Road 

No contribution: The 

parcel does not 

contribute to preventing 

towns from merging. 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement along the eastern and southern 

boundaries. The eastern boundary is defined by 

Clough Brook and dense tree line some of which is 

a durable boundary and would prevent 

encroachment into the parcel, whilst the southern 

boundary is Whinney Hill Road which is a durable 

boundary which could prevent encroachment into 

the parcel. The remaining boundaries are between 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Accrington. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to three 

purposes and no contribution to two purposes. In line with 

the methodology, the parcel has been judged to make a 

moderate overall contribution. The parcel has some less 

durable boundaries between the parcel and the built up 

area resulting in a moderate contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl. 

While the parcel supports a strong-moderate degree of 

openness, the durable boundaries between the parcel and 

Moderate 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

which is a durable boundary 

which would prevent sprawl into 

the parcel in the long term. 

Overall, the parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl due to the 

mixed durability of the 

boundaries with the built up area. 

the parcel and the countryside. The northern 

boundary is defined by the M65 which is a durable 

boundary able to prevent encroachment beyond the 

parcel if the parcel were developed. However the 

western boundary is a dismantled railway with tree 

line which is a less durable boundary which would 

not prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if the 

parcel were developed. The existing land use is 

predominantly open countryside however the 

RSPCA Lancashire East facility is located within 

the parcel, there is a farm in the south and a small 

number of residential properties along the southern 

boundary. The parcel contains less than 10% built 

form and low levels of vegetation however the 

location of tree line along field boundaries and 

gentle undulations prevent long line views and thus 

the parcel supports a strong-moderate degree of 

openness. Overall, the parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to checking unrestricted sprawl due to 

its openness and the mixed durability of its 

boundaries. 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

settlement and parcel and countryside make for a moderate 

contribution to preventing encroachment. The parcel 

makes a moderate contribution to assisting in urban 

regeneration. The parcel does not contribute to preventing 

towns from merging and preserving the setting and special 

character of towns. 

50 Moderate contribution: The parcel 

is adjacent to the Accrington 

urban area along the western 

boundary which is dense tree line 

and the south eastern boundary 

which is defined by the limit of 

the development at Accrington 

Nori Brick Yard. These are less 

durable boundaries which would 

not prevent sprawl into the parcel 

in the long term. A small section 

of the south eastern boundary is 

defined by Whinney Hill Road 

which is a durable boundary 

which could prevent sprawl into 

the parcel. Overall, the parcel 

makes a moderate contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl due 

to the mix of durable and less 

durable boundaries with the built 

up area. 

No contribution: The 

parcel does not 

contribute to preventing 

towns from merging. 

Weak contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement along the western and south eastern 

boundaries. The western boundary is defined by 

dense tree line and the south eastern boundary 

which is defined by the limit of the development at 

Accrington Nori Brick Yard which are less durable 

boundaries which would not prevent encroachment 

into the parcel.  A small section of the south eastern 

boundary is defined by Whinney Hill Road which 

is a durable boundary which could prevent 

encroachment into the parcel. The parcel has a 

number of boundaries with the countryside, the 

northern boundary is the M65 and the south western 

boundary is Whinney Hill Road which are durable 

boundaries able to prevent encroachment beyond 

the parcel if the parcel were developed. The eastern 

boundary however is a dismantled railway with tree 

line which is a less durable boundary which would 

not prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if the 

parcel were developed. The existing land use is 

predominantly Whinney Hill Quarry and LCC’s 

Altham Household Waste Recycling Centre. The 

parcel contains low levels of vegetation and  less 

than 10% built form, the presence of the quarry 

limits long line views and thus the parcel supports a 

moderate degree of openness. Overall, the parcel 

makes a weak contribution to safeguarding the 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Accrington. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to two purposes, 

a weak contribution to one purpose, and no contribution to 

two purposes. In line with the methodology, the parcel is 

judged to make an overall weak contribution to the Green 

Belt. The parcel makes no contribution in preventing 

towns from merging and no contribution in preserving the 

setting and special character of historic towns. The parcel 

makes a moderate contribution to checking the unrestricted 

sprawl of large built-up areas due to its mix of durable and 

less durable boundaries. The parcel makes a weak 

contribution to safeguarding from encroachment as it has 

no degree of openness and it has predominantly durable 

boundaries with the countryside. The parcel makes a 

moderate contribution in assisting in urban regeneration. 

Weak 

contribution 



Hyndburn Borough Council Green Belt Assessment 

Final Report 
 

      | Final | 6 March 2018  

\\GLOBAL\EUROPE\LEEDS\JOBS\250000\257113-00\0 ARUP\0-09 PLANNING\0-09-08 REPORTS\FINAL REPORT\FINAL ISSUE 06 03 18\HYNDBURN GBA FINAL REPORT ISSUE 06 03 18.DOCX 

Page G29 
 

 

Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

countryside from encroachment due to the moderate 

degree of openness and the predominantly durable 

boundaries with the countryside. 

51 Weak contribution: The parcel is 

adjacent to the Accrington urban 

area along the eastern, western 

and southern boundary. The 

western boundary is defined by 

the rear of existing residential 

development and the boundary of 

Accrington Stanley FC Stadium 

and the eastern boundary is 

defined by dense tree line. These 

boundaries are less durable and 

would not prevent sprawl into the 

parcel. The southern boundary is 

defined by Livingstone Road 

which is a durable boundary 

which could prevent sprawl into 

the parcel. The parcel is well 

connected to the built up area 

along these boundaries and 

development of the parcel could 

constitute the rounding off of the 

settlement pattern. Overall, the 

parcel makes a weak contribution 

to checking unrestricted sprawl as 

although the parcel has some less 

durable boundaries, development 

would round off the settlement 

pattern. 

No contribution: The 

parcel does not 

contribute to preventing 

towns from merging. 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement along the eastern, western and 

southern boundaries which are defined by the rear 

of existing residential development and the 

boundary of Accrington Stanley FC Stadium to the 

west and dense tree line to the east which are less 

durable boundaries which would not prevent 

encroachment into the parcel. The southern 

boundary is defined by Livingstone Road which is 

a durable boundary able to prevent encroachment 

into the parcel. The northern boundary is between 

the parcel and the countryside which is defined by 

Whinney Hill Road which is a durable boundary 

able to prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if 

the parcel were developed. The parcel only has a 

limited connection to the countryside along this one 

boundary. The existing land use is open 

countryside, with a playing field in the western 

section and in the north west there is mad made 

pond area. There is also an MOT centre within the 

parcel and a number of other shed / outbuildings in 

the south as well as a building associated with the 

playing field. This is the built form which is present 

within the parcel, however it is less than 10% 

overall, the topography of the parcel slopes down 

towards the south however there is dense vegetation 

in the northern, central and south eastern section  

which restrict long line views and therefore the 

parcel supports a moderate degree of openness. 

Overall, the parcel makes a moderate contribution 

to safeguarding the countryside from encroachment 

as the parcel has a limited connection to the 

countryside and the boundary with the countryside 

is durable. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Accrington. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to two purposes, 

a weak contribution to one purpose, and no contribution to 

two purposes. In line with the methodology, the parcel has 

been judged to make a weak overall contribution. The 

parcel has some less durable boundaries between the 

parcel and the built up area however development of the 

parcel would round off the settlement pattern thus it makes 

a weak contribution to checking unrestricted sprawl. 

While the parcel supports a moderate degree of openness, 

the parcel has a limited connection with the countryside 

and the boundary with the countryside is durable thus it 

makes a moderate contribution to safeguarding from 

encroachment. The parcel makes a moderate contribution 

to assisting in urban regeneration. The parcel does not 

contribute to preventing towns from merging and 

preserving the setting and special character of towns. 

Weak 

contribution 

52 No contribution: The parcel is not 

adjacent to the large built-up area 

and therefore does not contribute 

to this purpose. 

Moderate contribution: 

The parcel forms a 

largely essential gap 

between Accrington 

(specifically Clayton-le-

Moors) and Great 

Harwood whereby 

development of the 

parcel would 

significantly reduce the 

Weak contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement of Great Harwood along the northern 

and western boundaries which are comprised of the 

edge of development which is less durable and 

would not prevent encroachment into the parcel. 

The boundary between the parcel and the 

countryside is comprised of Whalley Road (A680) 

to the east which is durable and Hyndburn Road to 

the south which is also durable, and thus both 

boundaries with the countryside would prevent 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Great Harwood. 

However the parcel is 

not within 250m of 

any relevant 

Conservation Areas 

and therefore does 

not contribute to 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to two purposes, 

a weak contribution to one purpose, and no contribution to 

two purposes, and a weak contribution to one purpose. In 

line with the methodology, the parcel is judged to make a 

weak overall contribution. The parcel makes a weak 

contribution to safeguarding from encroachment due to the 

durable boundaries with the countryside and the moderate 

degree of openness. The parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to preventing towns from merging and a 

moderate contribution to assisting in urban regeneration. 

Weak 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

perceived and the actual 

gap but would not result 

in the towns merging. 

Whilst the gap is already 

narrower to the west of 

the parcel, development 

would result in the 

further perceived 

narrowing of the gap 

particularly due to the 

topography of this area. 

Overall, the parcel makes 

a moderate contribution 

to preventing towns from 

merging. 

encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel were 

developed. The existing land use is comprised of 

woodland and agricultural use including two farms 

along the southern boundary and a residential 

dwelling to the north of the parcel. There is less 

than 10% built form and the topography of the 

parcel slopes steeply up to the north. In addition, 

there is dense vegetation along the northern 

boundary of the parcel and to the west of the parcel 

which limits long line views and supports a 

moderate degree of openness. Overall, the parcel 

makes a weak contribution to safeguarding from 

encroachment due to the durable boundaries with 

the countryside and the moderate degree of 

openness. 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore, all 

parcels makes a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes no contribution to checking unrestricted 

sprawl of large built-up areas and no contribution to 

preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns. 

53 No contribution: The parcel is not 

adjacent to the large built-up area 

and therefore does not contribute 

to this purpose. 

Strong contribution: The 

parcel forms an essential 

gap between the 

Accrington urban area 

(specifically Clayton-le-

Moors) and Great 

Harwood whereby 

development of the 

parcel would 

significantly reduce the 

actual gap and result in 

the near perceived 

merging of the towns 

(due to the topography 

which slopes down 

towards Accrington). 

Overall, the parcel makes 

a strong contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

Moderate Contribution: The parcel is not connected 

to a settlement and therefore the parcel is 

completely connected to the countryside along all 

of its boundaries which is comprised of Hyndburn 

Road to the north which is durable and Whalley 

Road (A680) to the east which is durable and would 

both prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if the 

parcel were developed. The southern boundary is 

partly comprised of Hyndburn Brook (minor river) 

which is a durable boundary and could prevent 

encroachment and partly of an unnamed road which 

is less durable and would not prevent encroachment 

beyond the parcel if the parcel were developed. The 

exiting land use within the parcel is comprised of 

woodland and agricultural land with a farm in the 

centre of the parcel. There is less than 10% built 

form and the topography of the parcel is a steep 

slope down to the south, with dense vegetation 

along the southern boundary which limits long line 

views. As such, the parcel supports a moderate 

degree of openness. Overall, the parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to safeguarding from 

encroachment due to the predominantly durable 

boundaries and the moderate degree of openness. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Great Harwood. 

However the parcel is 

not within 250m of 

any relevant 

Conservation Areas 

and therefore does 

not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore, all 

parcels makes a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to one purpose, a 

moderate contribution to two purposes and no contribution 

to two purposes. In line with the methodology, 

professional judgement was applied to evaluate the overall 

contribution. The parcel is judged to make a moderate 

overall contribution. The parcel makes a strong 

contribution to preventing towns from merging however 

the parcel makes a moderate contribution to safeguarding 

from encroachment due to the predominantly durable 

boundaries and the moderate degree of openness. These 

predominantly durable boundaries could contain 

development and prevent it from threatening the overall 

openness and permanence of the Green Belt.  In addition, 

the parcel makes a moderate contribution to assisting in 

urban regeneration. The parcel makes no contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas and no 

contribution to preserving the setting and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate 

contribution 

54 Strong contribution: The parcel is 

adjacent to the Accrington urban 

area (specifically Clayton-le-

Moors) along the southern 

boundary which is comprised of 

rear of residential development 

which is less durable and would 

not be able to prevent sprawl into 

Strong contribution: The 

parcel forms an essential 

gap between the 

Accrington urban area 

(specifically Clayton-le-

Moors) and Great 

Harwood whereby 

development of the 

Weak contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement along the southern boundary which is 

comprised of rear of residential development which 

is less durable and would not prevent encroachment 

into the parcel. The boundary between the parcel 

and the countryside is comprised of Hyndburn 

Brook which is a minor river to the northern 

boundary and Whalley Road (A680) to the east 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Accrington. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to two purposes, a 

moderate contribution to one purpose, and no contribution 

to one purpose. In line with the methodology, the parcel 

has been judged to make a strong overall contribution. The 

parcel makes a strong contribution to checking unrestricted 

sprawl of large built-up areas due to the parcel being 

adjacent to the built up area along the long southern 

boundary which is less durable. The parcel makes a strong 

Strong 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

the parcel. The parcel is well 

connected to the built up area 

along this long boundary. Overall, 

the parcel makes a strong 

contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas due to the less durable 

boundaries with the built up area 

parcel would 

significantly reduce the 

actual gap and result in 

the near perceived 

merging of the towns 

(due to the topography 

which slopes down 

towards Accrington). 

Overall, the parcel makes 

a strong contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

which are durable boundaries which would prevent 

encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel were 

developed. The existing land use is comprised of 

open countryside which is in part being used as 

agricultural land and there is also wooded areas to 

the south of the parcel. Built form within the parcel 

includes residential and commercial development to 

the north and an industrial works in the centre of 

the parcel. There is 10-20% built form, dense 

vegetation in the south of the parcel and a gentle 

slope down to the north. The parcel supports some 

long line views to the east but long line views are 

generally restricted by the dense vegetation. As 

such, the parcel supports a weak degree of 

openness. Overall, the parcel makes a weak 

contribution to safeguarding from encroachment 

due to the durable boundaries with the countryside 

and weak degree of openness. 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore, all 

parcels makes a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

contribution to preventing towns from merging and it 

makes a moderate contribution to assisting in urban 

regeneration. The parcel makes a weak contribution to 

safeguarding from encroachment due to the durable 

boundaries with the countryside and weak degree of 

openness. The parcel makes no contribution to preserving 

the setting and special character of historical towns. 

55 No contribution: The parcel is not 

adjacent to the large built-up area 

and therefore does not contribute 

to this purpose. 

Strong contribution: The 

parcel forms an essential 

gap between the 

Accrington urban area 

(specifically Clayton-le-

Moors) and Great 

Harwood whereby 

development of the 

parcel would result in the 

perceived merging of the 

towns and the near actual 

merging. Overall, the 

parcel makes a strong 

contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

Strong contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement of Great Harwood along the northern 

boundary which is comprised in part of Alan 

Ramsbottom Way which is durable and would 

prevent encroachment into the parcel and in part by 

the edge of industrial development which is less 

durable and would not prevent encroachment into 

the parcel. The boundary between the parcel and 

the countryside is comprised of an unnamed road to 

the northern boundary which is less durable and a 

footpath and track road which are  less durable. 

These durable boundaries may not be able to 

prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if the 

parcel was developed. However the southern 

boundary is comprised of Hyndburn Brook (minor 

river) which is a durable boundary which could 

prevent encroachment. The existing land use is 

comprised of open countryside which is partially in 

use as agricultural land including Heys Lane Farm 

to the north of the parcel. There is less than 10% 

built form, the topography of the land slopes down 

to the south and there is dense woodland running 

through the centre and around the boundaries of the 

parcel. The dense vegetation limits long line views 

and supports a strong-moderate degree of openness. 

Overall, the parcel makes a strong contribution to 

safeguarding from encroachment due to the less 

durable boundaries and the strong-moderate degree 

of openness. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Great Harwood. 

However the parcel is 

not within 250m of 

any relevant 

Conservation Areas 

and therefore does 

not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore, all 

parcels makes a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to two purposes, a 

moderate contribution to one purpose, and no contribution 

to two purposes.  In line with the methodology, the parcel 

has been judged to make a strong overall contribution to 

the Green Belt. The parcel makes a strong contribution to 

safeguarding the countryside from encroachment due to its 

less durable boundaries and strong-moderate degree of 

openness. The parcel makes a strong contribution to 

preventing towns from merging. The parcel makes no 

contribution to preventing unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas and no contribution to preserving the setting 

and special character of historic towns. The parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to assisting in urban regeneration. 

 

Strong 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

56 No contribution: The parcel is not 

adjacent to the large built-up area 

and therefore does not contribute 

to this purpose. 

Moderate contribution: 

The parcel forms a 

largely essential gap 

between Accrington 

(specifically Clayton-le-

Moors) and Great 

Harwood as well as 

Great Harwood and 

Rishton whereby 

development of the 

parcel would 

significantly reduce the 

perceived and the actual 

gap but would not result 

in the towns merging. 

Overall, the parcel makes 

a moderate contribution 

to preventing towns from 

merging. 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement of Great Harwood along the northern 

boundary which is comprised in part of Alan 

Ramsbotton Way which is durable and would 

prevent encroachment into the parcel, and in part by 

an unnamed road and allotment gardens which are 

less durable and would not prevent encroachment 

into the parcel. The boundary between the parcel 

and the countryside is comprised of a track road 

and a footpath to the east, which  is less durable, 

Norden Brook to the south which is less durable 

and a track road to the west which is less durable. 

As such, all boundaries which the countryside are 

less durable and would not be able to prevent 

encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel were 

developed. The existing land use is comprised of 

open countryside which is mainly in agricultural 

use to the south west including a farm and 

woodland use. In addition, there are a number of 

allotments to the north east of the parcel.  There is 

10-20% built form and dense vegetation through 

the majority of the parcel which limits long line 

views beyond the parcel. There is a slope down to 

the south which does support long line views to the 

south in certain parts of the parcel. As such, the 

parcel supports a weak degree of openness. Overall, 

the parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

safeguarding from encroachment due to the less 

durable boundaries and weak degree of openness. 

Strong contribution: 

The parcel is adjacent 

to the historic town of 

Great Harwood. The 

Tottleworth 

Conservation Area is 

located within the 

parcel, as is the 

majority of the 250m 

buffer around the 

Conservation Area.  

The parcel therefore 

makes a strong 

contribution to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore, all 

parcels makes a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to three 

purposes, a strong contribution to one purpose and no 

contribution to one purpose. In line with the methodology, 

professional judgement has been applied to evaluate the 

overall contribution. The parcel is judged to make a 

moderate overall contribution. The parcel makes a strong 

contribution to preserving the setting and special character 

of historic towns. However the parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to safeguarding from encroachment due to the 

less durable boundaries and weak degree of openness thus 

development of the parcel would not threaten the overall 

openness and permanence of the Green Belt. The parcel 

also makes a moderate contribution to preventing towns 

from merging and assisting in urban regeneration. The 

parcel makes no contribution to checking unrestricted 

sprawl of large built-up areas. 

Moderate 

contribution 

57 No contribution: The parcel is not 

adjacent to the large built-up area 

and therefore does not contribute 

to this purpose. 

Strong contribution: The 

parcel forms an essential 

gap between Accrington 

(specifically Clayton-le-

Moors) and Rishton, and 

also Accrington 

(specifically Clayton-le-

moors) and Great 

Harwood, as well as 

between Rishton and 

Great Harwood. 

Development of the 

parcel would result in the 

perceived merging of all 

of these towns and it 

would result in the near 

actual merging of the 

towns. Overall, the 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is enclosed by 

three settlements. The parcel is connected to the 

settlement of Rishton along a small section of the 

western boundary which is comprised of 

Tottleworth Road which is durable and would be 

able to prevent encroachment into the parcel. The 

boundary between the parcel and the countryside 

comprise of Tottleworth Road to the west and 

Hermitage Street (A678) to the south which are 

both durable and would be able to prevent 

encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel were 

developed. The boundary to the east is comprised 

of Hyndburn Brook which is a minor river and is a 

durable boundary which could prevent 

encroachment. To the north is Norden Brook and a 

track road which are less durable, and would not be 

able to prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if 

the parcel were developed. The existing land use is 

Strong contribution: 

The parcel is adjacent 

to the historic town of 

Great Harwood. The 

Tottleworth 

Conservation Area is 

located within the 

parcel, as is the 

majority of the 250m 

buffer around the 

Conservation Area. 

The parcel therefore 

makes a strong 

contribution to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore, all 

parcels makes a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to two purposes, a 

moderate contribution to two purposes and no contribution 

to one purpose. In line with the methodology the parcel 

has been judged to make a strong overall contribution. The 

parcel makes a strong contribution to preventing the 

merging of Rishton, Great Harwood and the Accrington 

urban area The parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

safeguarding from encroachment due to the mixed 

durability of the boundaries, the enclosure by the three 

settlements and the strong-moderate degree of openness. 

The parcel also makes a moderate contribution to assisting 

in urban regeneration. The parcel makes a strong 

contribution to preserving the setting and special character 

of historic towns. The parcel makes no contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas. 

Strong 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

parcel makes a strong 

contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

open countryside including agricultural use and 

areas of woodland including Spring Wood to the 

south and Fiddler’s Wood to the north. In addition, 

there is a farm to the east of the parcel and 

industrial development to the south of the parcel 

located off Hermitage Street (A678). There is less 

than 10% built form and some areas of dense 

vegetation but general low across the parcel. The 

topography of the parcel is relatively flat with a 

slight slope down to the east towards Hyndburn 

Brook . There are some significant long line views 

to the east but the long line views are generally 

restricted by the three settlements surrounding the 

parcel. As such, the parcel supports a strong- 

moderate degree of openness. Overall, the parcel 

makes a moderate contribution to safeguarding 

from encroachment as it is enclosed by three 

settlements, it has mixed durability of boundaries 

and a strong-moderate degree of openness. 

58 Moderate contribution: The parcel 

is adjacent to the Accrington 

urban area (specifically Clayton-

le-Moors) along the northern and 

eastern boundaries which are 

comprised of edge of 

development which is less durable 

and would not prevent sprawl into 

the parcel. Given the shape of the 

built up area, limited development 

within the north eastern part of 

the parcel could constitute 

rounding off of the settlement 

pattern. Overall, the parcel makes 

a moderate contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl of 

large built-up areas due to the less 

durable boundaries with the built 

up area and some potential for 

rounding off.. 

Strong contribution: The 

parcel forms an essential 

gap between the 

Accrington (specifically 

Clayton-le-Moors) and 

Rishton whereby 

development would 

result in the perceived 

merging of the towns 

(due to the existing 

development along 

Blackburn Road). 

Limited development in 

the northern section of 

the parcel would not 

result in the merging of 

these towns. The parcel 

also forms a largely 

essential gap between the 

Accrington (specifically 

Clayton-le-moors) and 

Great Harwood whereby 

development of the 

parcel would 

significantly reduce the 

gap between the towns 

however it would not 

result in them merging. 

Overall, the parcel makes 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement along the northern and eastern 

boundaries which are comprised of edge of 

development which is less durable and would not 

prevent encroachment into the parcel. The 

boundary between the parcel and the countryside is 

comprised of Blackburn Road (A678) to the south 

and Hyndburn Brook (minor river) to the west 

which are both durable and would prevent 

encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel were 

developed. The existing land use is open 

countryside which is predominantly in agricultural 

use including a farm to the north and to the south. 

In addition, there is a small reservoir to the north of 

the parcel. There is less than 10% built form and 

some dense vegetation to the south but generally 

low across the parcel. The topography of the parcel 

is generally flat, with a gentle slope towards the 

west down to Hyndburn Brook which supports long 

line views to the west, thus supporting a strong 

degree of openness. Overall, the parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment due to the durable 

boundaries and strong degree of openness. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Accrington. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore, all 

parcels makes a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to three 

purposes, a strong contribution to one purpose and no 

contribution to one purpose. In line with the methodology, 

professional judgement has been applied to evaluate the 

overall contribution. The parcel is judged to make a 

moderate overall contribution. The parcel makes a strong 

contribution to preventing towns from merging as it forms 

an essential gap between the Accrington urban area and 

Rishton. The parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

safeguarding the countryside from encroachment due to 

the durable boundaries with the countryside and strong 

degree of openness. These durable boundaries could 

contain development and prevent it from threatening the 

overall openness and permanence of the Green Belt. The 

parcel also makes a moderate contribution to assisting in 

urban regeneration. The parcel makes no contribution to 

preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns. The parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas due to 

the less durable boundaries with the built up area. 

Moderate 

contribution 



Hyndburn Borough Council Green Belt Assessment 

Final Report 
 

      | Final | 6 March 2018  

\\GLOBAL\EUROPE\LEEDS\JOBS\250000\257113-00\0 ARUP\0-09 PLANNING\0-09-08 REPORTS\FINAL REPORT\FINAL ISSUE 06 03 18\HYNDBURN GBA FINAL REPORT ISSUE 06 03 18.DOCX 

Page G34 
 

 

Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

a strong contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

59 No contribution: The parcel is not 

adjacent to the large built-up area 

and therefore does not contribute 

to this purpose. 

Moderate contribution: 

The parcel forms a 

largely essential gap 

between Rishton and 

Great Harwood whereby 

development would 

significantly reduce the 

actual and perceived gap 

between the towns but it 

would not result in them 

merging. The parcel also 

forms a less essential gap 

between Rishton and 

Accrington (specifically 

Clayton-le-Moors) 

whereby development of 

the parcel would reduce 

the perceived and the 

actual gap but would not 

result in the towns 

merging, Overall, the 

parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement of Rishton along the southern and 

western boundaries. The southern boundary is 

comprised of the edge of development which is less 

durable and would not prevent encroachment into 

the parcel. The western boundary is comprised in 

part by edge of development which is less durable 

and would not prevent encroachment into the 

countryside, and the Leeds and Liverpool Canal 

which is durable and would prevent encroachment 

into the countryside. This boundary connects the 

parcel to Great Harwood. The boundaries between 

the parcel and the countryside are to the north 

which is defined by a private road which is less 

durable and would not prevent encroachment 

beyond the parcel if the parcel was developed. The 

eastern boundary with the countryside is defined by 

Tottleworth Road which is durable and would 

prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if the 

parcel were developed. The existing land use is 

agricultural use with allotment land to the east and 

south and a recreation ground to the south. In 

addition, there is a farm to the south of the parcel 

but no other built form. There is less than 10% built 

form, a generally flat topography and some dense 

vegetation running along the southern boundary and 

into the centre of the parcel. There are long ling 

views to the north and east to the countryside which 

supports a strong-moderate degree of openness. 

Overall, the parcel makes a moderate contribution 

to safeguarding the countryside from encroachment 

due to the mix of durable and less durable 

boundaries and the strong-moderate degree of 

openness. 

Strong contribution: 

The parcel is close to 

the historic town of 

Great Harwood. The 

Tottleworth 

Conservation Area is 

located within the 

parcel, as is the 

majority of the 250m 

buffer around the 

Conservation Area.  

The parcel therefore 

makes a strong 

contribution to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore, all 

parcels makes a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to three 

purposes, a strong contribution to one purpose and no 

contribution to one purpose. In line with the methodology, 

professional judgement has been applied to evaluate the 

overall contribution. The parcel has been judged to make a 

moderate overall contribution. The parcel makes a strong 

contribution to preserving the setting and special character 

of historic towns. However the parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment as it has a strong-moderate degree of 

openness and partly durable boundaries with the 

countryside. These durable boundaries could contain 

development and prevent it from threatening the overall 

openness and permanence of the Green Belt.  The parcel 

also makes a moderate contribution to preventing towns 

from merging and a moderate contribution to assisting in 

urban regeneration. The parcel makes no contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas. 

Moderate 

contribution 

60 No contribution: The parcel is not 

adjacent to the large built-up area 

and therefore does not contribute 

to this purpose. 

Strong contribution: The 

parcel forms an essential 

gap between Rishton and 

Great Harwood whereby 

development of the 

whole of the parcel 

would result in the towns 

merging. Limited 

development within the 

parcel would not result in 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement of Rishton along half of the southern 

boundary which is comprised of the Leeds and 

Liverpool Canal which is durable and would 

prevent encroachment into the parcel. The 

boundaries between the parcel and the countryside 

are to the north and west which are comprised of 

Lee Lane (B6535) which is durable, to the east 

which is comprised of a private road which is less 

Strong contribution: 

The parcel is adjacent 

to the historic town of 

Great Harwood. The 

Tottleworth 

Conservation Area is 

located within the 

parcel, as is the 

majority of the 250m 

buffer around the 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to two purposes, a 

moderate contribution to two purposes and no contribution 

to one purpose. In line with the methodology, the parcel 

has been judged to make a strong overall contribution. The 

parcel makes no contribution to checking unrestricted 

sprawl of large built-up areas. The parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to safeguarding the countryside 

from encroachment due to the mix of durable and less 

durable boundaries and the moderate degree of openness. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to preventing 

Strong 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

merging however would 

significantly reduce the 

gap. Overall, the parcel 

makes a strong 

contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

durable and along half of the southern boundary 

which is a private road which is less durable. 

As such, there is a mix of durable and less durable 

boundaries, with the less durable boundaries being 

unable to prevent encroachment beyond the parcel 

if the parcel were developed and the durable 

boundaries being able to prevent encroachment. 

The existing land use is open countryside including 

agricultural use to the north, dense vegetation to the 

south east, and a football pitch and field to the 

south west. In addition, there is a small industrial 

works and car parking to the north. There is less 

than 10% built form, a relatively flat topography 

but the dense vegetation limits long line views 

which supports a moderate degree of openness. 

Overall, the parcel makes a moderate contribution 

to safeguarding the countryside from encroachment 

due to the mix of durable and less durable 

boundaries and the moderate degree of openness. 

Conservation Area.  

The parcel therefore 

makes a strong 

contribution to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore, all 

parcels makes a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

towns from merging as it forms an essential gap between 

Rishton and Great Harwood. In addition, the parcel makes 

a strong contribution to preserving the setting and special 

character of historic towns. The parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to assisting in urban regeneration 

61 No contribution: The parcel is not 

adjacent to the Accrington  urban 

area and therefore does not 

contribute to this purpose 

Weak contribution: The 

parcel forms a less 

essential gap between the 

Accrington urban area 

and Padiham whereby 

development of the 

parcel would reduce the 

actual gap but not the 

perceived gap and it 

would not result in the 

towns merging. Overall, 

the parcel makes a weak 

contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

Strong contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement along the western boundary. The western 

boundary is defined by outer edge of Altham 

business park which is in part marked by dense tree 

line. This is a less durable boundary which would 

not prevent encroachment into the parcel. The 

boundaries between the parcel and the countryside 

include Altham Lane to the west, the Leeds and 

Liverpool Canal to the south and Shorten Brook 

and tree line to the north and east. These are 

durable boundaries able to prevent encroachment 

beyond the parcel if the parcel were developed. The 

existing land use is open countryside that is 

generally in agricultural use. There is less than 10% 

built form, low levels of vegetation and the 

topography slopes towards the canal which enables 

some long line views and thus the parcel supports a 

strong degree of openness. Overall, the parcel 

makes a strong contribution to safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment due to the strong 

openness and less durable boundaries with the 

settlement. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is not adjacent 

to a historic town and 

therefore does not 

contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to one purpose, a 

moderate contribution to one purpose, a weak contribution 

to one and no contribution to two. In line with the 

methodology, professional judgement has been applied to 

evaluate the overall contribution. The parcel has been 

judged to make moderate overall contribution to the Green 

Belt. While the parcel has a strong degree of openness and 

mainly less durable boundaries with the settlement, the 

parcel has durable boundaries with the countryside which 

could contain development thus preventing it from 

threatening the openness and permanence of the Green 

Belt. The parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

assisting in urban regeneration. The parcel makes a weak 

contribution to preventing towns from merging as it forms 

a less essential gap between Accrington and Padiham. The 

parcel does not contribute to checking the unrestricted 

sprawl or preserving the setting and special character of 

historic towns. 

Moderate 

contribution 

62 Weak contribution: The parcel is 

adjacent to the Accrington urban 

area (specifically Clayton-le-

Moors) along the south western 

boundary. The boundary is 

defined by Leeds and Liverpool 

No contribution: The 

parcel does not 

contribute to preventing 

towns from merging. 

Strong contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement along the south western boundary which 

is defined by Leeds and Liverpool Canal which is a 

durable boundary that could prevent 

encroachmentinto the parcel. The north eastern 

boundary is with Altham which is defined by the 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Accrington. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to one of the 

purposes, a moderate contribution to one of the purposes, a 

weak contribution to one of the purposes, and no 

contribution to two of the purposes. In line with the 

methodology, professional judgement has been applied to 

evaluate the overall contribution. The parcel has been 

Moderate 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

Canal which is a durable 

boundary which could prevent 

sprawl into the parcel. The parcel 

has a limited connection to the 

built up area along this short 

boundary. Overall, the parcel 

makes a weak contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl due 

to the durable boundary with the 

built up area. 

limit of the business park and in part the dense tree 

line surrounding Clough Brook. Whilst the dense 

tree line surrounding Clough Brook is durable, the 

majority of the boundary is  less durable and would 

not prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if the 

parcel were developed. The boundaries between the 

parcel and the countryside include the A678 to the 

north and west and the Leeds and Liverpool Canal 

to the south, and dense tree line and Cough Brook 

which are all durable boundaries able to prevent 

encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel were 

developed. The existing land use is open 

countryside which is in agricultural use with a 

number of farms across the parcel. The parcel has 

low levels of built form and vegetation with the 

topography having gentle undulations which allow 

long line views and thus the parcel supports a 

strong degree of openness. Overall, the parcel 

makes a strong contribution to safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment due to the less 

durable boundaries and strong degree of openness. 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

judged to make a moderate overall contribution to the 

Green Belt. While the parcel has a strong degree of 

openness and mainly less durable boundaries with the 

settlement, the parcel has durable boundaries with the 

countryside which could contain development thus 

preventing it from threatening the openness and 

permanence of the Green Belt.  The parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to assisting in urban regeneration. 

The parcel does not contribute to preventing towns from 

merging or preserving the setting and special character of 

historic towns. 

63 Moderate contribution: The parcel 

is adjacent to the Accrington 

urban area (specifically Clayton-

le-Moors) along the western 

boundary. The boundary is 

defined by a field boundary and 

the inner extent of the Green Belt 

boundary which is a less durable 

boundary that would not prevent 

sprawl into the parcel. The parcel 

has a limited connection to the 

built up area along this short 

boundary. Overall, the parcel 

makes a moderate contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl due 

to the less durable boundary with 

the built up area. 

No contribution: The 

parcel does not 

contribute to preventing 

towns from merging. 

Strong contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement along the south western boundary which 

is defined by a field boundary and the inner extent 

of the Green Belt boundary which is a less durable 

boundary that would not prevent encroachment into 

the parcel. The boundaries between the parcel and 

the countryside include the Leeds and Liverpool 

Canal to the north, the M65 to the south and a 

private access road to the east. These are durable 

boundaries able to prevent encroachment beyond 

the parcel if the parcel were developed. The 

existing land use is open countryside. The parcel 

has no built form and low levels of vegetation with 

the topography a gentle slope to the canal which 

allows long line views and thus the parcel supports 

a strong degree of openness. Overall, the parcel 

makes a strong contribution to safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment due to the less 

durable boundary with the settlement and strong 

degree of openness. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Accrington. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to one of the 

purposes, a moderate contribution to two of the purposes, 

and no contribution to two of the purposes. In line with the 

methodology, professional judgement has been applied to 

evaluate the overall contribution. The parcel has been 

judged to make a moderate overall contribution to the 

Green Belt.  While the parcel has a strong degree of 

openness and less durable boundaries with the settlement, 

the parcel has durable boundaries with the countryside 

which could contain development thus preventing it from 

threatening the openness and permanence of the Green 

Belt.  The parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

assisting in urban regeneration. The parcel does not 

contribute to preventing towns from merging or preserving 

the setting and special character of historic towns. 

Moderate 

contribution 

64 Weak contribution: The parcel is 

adjacent to the built up area of 

Accrington (specifically Huncoat) 

along the southern boundary. The 

southern boundary is defined by 

the M65 which is a durable 

No contribution: The 

parcel does not 

contribute to preventing 

towns from merging. 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement along the southern boundary. The 

southern boundary is the M65 which is a durable 

boundary which could prevent encroachment into 

the parcel. The remaining boundaries are between 

the parcel and the countryside. The northern 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Accrington. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to two purposes, 

a weak contribution to one purpose, and no contribution to 

two purposes. In line with the methodology, the parcel is 

judged to make an overall weak contribution to the Green 

Belt. The parcel makes no contribution in preventing 

towns from merging and no contribution in preserving the 

Weak 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

boundary and could prevent 

sprawl beyond the parcel. The 

parcel is only connected to the 

built up area along the southern 

boundary. Overall, the parcel 

makes a weak contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl due 

to the durable boundary and 

limited connection with the built 

up area. 

boundary is defined by the Leeds and Liverpool 

Canal, the eastern boundary is defined by Altham 

Lane, and the western boundary is defined by dense 

tree line and an access road. These are durable 

boundaries able to prevent encroachment beyond 

the parcel if the parcel were developed. The 

existing land use is open countryside which is in 

agricultural use. The parcel contains no built form, 

dense vegetation in the south and south west and 

the topography slopes towards the south which 

enables views to Altham business park and thus the 

parcel supports a strong-moderate degree of 

openness. Overall, the parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to checking unrestricted sprawl due to 

its strong-moderate openness and durable 

boundaries. 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

setting and special character of historic towns. The parcel 

makes a weak contribution to checking the unrestricted 

sprawl of large built-up areas due to its durable 

boundaries. The parcel also moderately contributes in 

safeguarding the countryside from encroachment as 

although the parcel has a strong degree of openness, the 

boundaries with the settlement and countryside are durable 

and could prevent encroachment into the countryside. The 

parcel makes a moderate contribution in assisting in urban 

regeneration. 

65 No contribution: The parcel is not 

adjacent to the Accrington  urban 

area and therefore does not 

contribute to this purpose 

Weak contribution: The 

parcel forms a less 

essential gap between the 

Accrington urban area 

and Padiham whereby 

development of the 

parcel would reduce the 

actual gap but not the 

perceived gap and would 

not result in the towns 

merging. Overall, the 

parcel makes a weak 

contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement of Altham along the southern 

boundary. This boundary is defined by the A678 

which is a durable boundary able to prevent 

encroachment into the parcel. The majority of 

boundaries are between the parcel and the 

countryside. The northern and eastern boundaries 

are defined by the River Calder which are durable 

boundaries able to prevent encroachment beyond 

the parcel if the parcel were developed. The 

western boundary is defined by Syke Side Brook 

which is a less durable boundary which would not 

prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if the 

parcel were developed. The existing land use is 

open countryside predominantly in agricultural use 

with a small number of farms located in the parcel. 

The parcel contains less than 10% built form, has 

low levels of vegetation and there are open long 

line views, thus the parcel supports a strong degree 

of openness. Overall, the parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to safeguarding from encroachment 

due to the majority of the boundaries being durable 

and the strong degree of openness. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is not adjacent 

to a historic town and 

therefore does not 

contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to two purposes, 

a weak contribution to one and no contribution to two. In 

line with the methodology, the parcel has therefore been 

judged to make weak overall contribution to the Green 

Belt. The parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

safeguarding the countryside from encroachment as there 

are durable boundaries between the parcel and the 

settlement and predominantly durable boundaries between 

the parcel and the countryside. The parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to assisting in urban regeneration. 

The parcel makes a weak contribution to preventing towns 

from merging as forms a less essential gap between 

Accrington and Padiham. The parcel does not contribute to 

checking the unrestricted sprawl or preserving the setting 

and special character of historic towns. 

Weak 

contribution 

66 No contribution: The parcel is not 

adjacent to the Accrington  urban 

area and therefore does not 

contribute to this purpose 

No contribution: The 

parcel does not 

contribute to preventing 

towns from merging. 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement of Great Harwood along the southern 

boundary. This is defined by Mill Lane which is 

durable and could prevent encroachment into the 

parcel and in part by the rear of existing 

development which is less durable and would not 

prevent encroachment into the parcel. The 

boundaries with the countryside include the western 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Great Harwood. 

However the parcel is 

not within 250m of 

any relevant 

Conservation Areas 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to two purposes, 

and no contribution to three purposes. In line with the 

methodology, the parcel has been judged to make a weak 

overall contribution. The parcel supports a moderate 

degree of openness and the majority of the boundaries 

between the parcel and the countryside are durable thus the 

parcel makes a moderate contribution to safeguarding from 

encroachment. The parcel makes a moderate contribution 

Weak 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

boundary which is defined by the A680 and the 

northern boundary is defined by Martholme Lane 

which are durable boundaries able to prevent 

encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel were 

developed. The eastern boundary is defined by 

dense tree line and a path which is a less durable 

boundary which would not prevent encroachment 

beyond the parcel if the parcel were developed. The 

existing land use is predominantly a golf course 

with associated club house and there a small 

number of farms throughout the parcel. The parcel 

contains less than 10% built form, scattered 

vegetation and undulates due to the golf course 

which prevents long line views and thus the parcel 

supports a moderate degree of openness. Overall, 

the parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

safeguarding the countryside from encroachment 

due to the mixed durability of the boundaries and 

moderate degree of openness. 

and therefore does 

not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

to assisting in urban regeneration. The parcel does not 

contribute to checking unrestricted sprawl, preventing 

towns from merging or preserving the setting and special 

character of historic towns. 

67 No contribution: The parcel is not 

adjacent to the Accrington  urban 

area and therefore does not 

contribute to this purpose 

No contribution: The 

parcel does not 

contribute to preventing 

towns from merging. 

Strong contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement of Altham along the northern boundary. 

This boundary is defined by the edge of the existing 

development at the business park which is a less 

durable boundary which would not prevent 

encroachment into the parcel. The majority of 

boundaries are between the parcel and the 

countryside. The eastern boundary is defined by 

Altham Lane which is durable, the southern 

boundary is defined by the Leeds and Liverpool 

Canal which is durable and the western boundary is 

defined by dense tree line and Clough Brook which 

combined create a durable boundary.  These  

durable boundaries could prevent encroachment 

beyond the parcel if the parcel were developed. The 

existing land use is open countryside which is in 

agricultural use. The parcel contains no built form, 

low levels of vegetation and has open long line 

views and thus supports a strong degree of 

openness. Overall, the parcel makes a strong 

contribution to safeguarding from encroachment as 

it has less durable boundaries with the settlement 

and a strong degree of openness. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is not adjacent 

to a historic town and 

therefore does not 

contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to one purpose, a 

moderate contribution to one purpose, and no contribution 

to three. In line with the methodology, professional 

judgement has been applied to evaluate the overall 

contribution. The parcel has been judged to make 

moderate overall contribution to the Green Belt. While the 

parcel has a strong degree of openness and less durable 

boundaries with the settlement, the parcel has durable 

boundaries with the countryside which could contain 

development thus preventing it from threatening the 

openness and permanence of the Green Belt. The parcel 

makes a moderate contribution to assisting in urban 

regeneration. The parcel does not contribute to checking 

unrestricted sprawl, preventing towns from merging or 

preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns. 

Moderate 

contribution 

68 Moderate contribution: The parcel 

is adjacent to the Accrington 

urban area (specifically Clayton-

le-Moors) along the south western 

boundary. The boundary is 

Strong contribution: The 

parcel forms an essential 

gap between the 

Accrington urban area 

(specifically Clayton-le-

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement along the south western boundary. 

The boundary is defined by rear of existing 

residential development which is less durable and 

would not be able to prevent encroachment into the 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Accrington. However 

the parcel is not 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to one purpose, a 

moderate contribution to three purposes and no 

contribution to one purpose. In line with the methodology, 

professional judgement has been used to evaluate the 

overall contribution. The parcel has been judged to make a 

Moderate 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

defined by rear of existing 

residential development which is 

less durable and would not be 

able to prevent sprawl into the 

parcel. The parcel is only 

connected to the built up area 

along this short south western 

boundary. Overall the parcel 

makes a moderate contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl due 

to the less durable boundary with 

the built up area. 

Moors) and Great 

Harwood whereby 

development of the 

parcel would 

significantly reduce the 

actual gap and result in 

the near perceived 

merging of the towns 

(due to the existing 

development within the 

Green Belt to the north 

of the parcel). Overall, 

the parcel makes a strong 

contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

parcel. The boundaries between the parcel and the 

countryside include the A680 to the west, Clayton 

Hall Drive and a private road to the south, Mill 

Lane to the north and east and Hyndburn Brook to 

the north west. These are all durable boundaries 

able to prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if 

the parcel were developed. The existing land use is 

generally open countryside, which includes a 

number of farms and Brownsills Wood within the 

centre of the parcel. The parcel contains less than 

10% built form, has dense vegetation and this limits 

the open long line views and thus the parcel 

supports a moderate degree of openness. Overall, 

the parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

safeguarding from encroachment due to the durable 

boundaries with the countryside and moderate 

degree of openness. 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

moderate overall contribution.  The parcel makes a strong 

contribution to preventing towns from merging. There are 

less durable boundaries between the parcel and the built up 

area thus it has a moderate role in checking unrestricted 

sprawl. However the parcel makes a moderate contribution 

to safeguarding from encroachment due to a moderate 

degree of openness and durable boundaries with the 

countryside. These durable boundaries could contain 

development and prevent it from threatening the overall 

openness and permanence of the Green Belt. The parcel 

also makes a moderate contribution to assisting in urban 

regeneration. The parcel makes no contribution to 

preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns. 

69 No contribution: The parcel is not 

adjacent to the Accrington  urban 

area and therefore does not 

contribute to this purpose 

Strong contribution: The 

parcel forms an essential 

gap between the 

Accrington urban area 

(specifically Clayton-le-

Moors) and Great 

Harwood whereby 

development of the 

parcel would 

significantly reduce the 

actual gap and result in 

the near perceived 

merging of the towns 

(due to the topography 

which slopes down 

towards Accrington). 

Overall, the parcel makes 

a strong contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

Weak contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement along the north western boundary. The 

boundary is defined by rear of existing residential 

development which is less durable and would not 

be able to prevent encroachment into the parcel. 

The boundaries between the parcel and the 

countryside include the A680 to the west, 

Hyndburn Brook to the south and east and Mill 

Lane to the north which are all durable boundaries 

able to prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if 

the parcel were developed. The existing land use is 

generally open countryside, however there is an 

Animal Lodge and a caravan park within the parcel. 

The parcel therefore contains over 30% built form, 

low levels of vegetation however it is dense on the 

boundaries and there is a slightly undulating 

topography and therefore the long line views are 

limited and thus the parcel supports no degree of 

openness. Overall, the parcel makes a weak 

contribution to safeguarding from encroachment 

due to the durable boundaries and no degree of 

openness. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Great Harwood. 

However the parcel is 

not within 250m of 

any relevant 

Conservation Areas 

and therefore does 

not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to one purpose, 

moderate contribution to one purpose, a weak contribution 

to one purpose, and no contribution to two purposes. In 

line with the methodology, professional judgement has 

been applied to evaluate the overall contribution. The 

parcel is judged to make an overall moderate contribution 

to the Green Belt. The parcel makes a strong contribution 

to preventing towns from merging as it forms an essential 

gap between the Accrington urban area (specifically 

Clayton-le-Moors) and Great Harwood. The parcel makes 

a weak contribution to safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment as the parcel supports no degree of openness 

and has durable boundaries with the countryside. These 

durable boundaries could contain development and prevent 

it from threatening the overall openness and permanence 

of the Green Belt. The parcel makes a moderate 

contribution in assisting in urban regeneration. The parcel 

makes no contribution to checking unrestricted sprawl and 

preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns. 

Moderate 

contribution 

70 Weak contribution: The parcel is 

adjacent to the Accrington urban 

area (specifically Clayton-le-

Moors) along the western, north 

western and southern boundaries. 

The western boundary is defined 

by the A680 and the north 

western boundary is defined by 

No contribution: The 

parcel does not 

contribute to preventing 

towns from merging. 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement along the western, north western and 

southern boundaries. The western boundary is 

defined by the A680 and the north western 

boundary is defined by Clayton Hall Drive which 

are durable. Half of the southern boundary is 

defined by Warwick Avenue which is durable and 

half is defined by therear of existing development. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Accrington. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to two purposes, 

a weak contribution to one purpose, and no contribution to 

two purposes. In line with the methodology, the parcel is 

judged to make an overall weak contribution to the Green 

Belt. The parcel makes no contribution in preventing 

towns from merging and no contribution in preserving the 

setting and special character of historic towns. The parcel 

makes a weak contribution to checking the unrestricted 

Weak 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

Clayton Hall Drive which are 

durable. Half of the southern 

boundary is defined by Warwick 

Avenue which is durable and half 

is defined by the rear of existing 

development which is less 

durable. The majority of 

boundaries are durable and would 

be able to prevent sprawl into the 

parcel. Due to the shape of the 

built up area, development of the 

western section of the parcel 

could constitute rounding off of 

the settlement pattern. Overall the 

parcel makes a weak contribution 

to checking unrestricted sprawl 

due to the predominately durable 

boundaries. 

The durable boundaries would be able to prevent 

encroachment into the parcel. The boundaries 

between the parcel and the countryside include the 

Leeds Liverpool Canal to the south, the A678 to the 

east and Clayton Hall Drive and a private road to 

the north which are durable boundaries able to 

prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if the 

parcel were developed. The existing land use 

includes Wilson Playing Fields in the western 

section of the parcel and a small number of farms 

and residential properties along the northern 

boundary. The parcel therefore contains less than 

10% built form but there is dense vegetation which 

prevents open long line views and therefore the 

parcel supports a moderate degree of openness. 

Overall, the parcel makes a moderate contribution 

to safeguarding from encroachment due to the 

durable boundaries and moderate degree of 

openness. 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

sprawl of large built-up areas due to its durable 

boundaries. The parcel also moderately contributes in 

safeguarding the countryside from encroachment as the 

parcel has a moderate degree of openness, there 

boundaries with the settlement and countryside are durable 

and could prevent encroachment into the countryside. The 

parcel makes a moderate contribution in assisting in urban 

regeneration. 

71 Weak contribution: The parcel is 

adjacent to the Blackburn urban 

area (specifically Whitebirk) 

along the north western boundary 

which is comprised of the Leeds 

and Liverpool Canal which is 

durable and would be able to 

prevent sprawl into the parcel in 

the long term. The parcel is 

connected to the built up area 

along one boundary. Overall, the 

parcel makes a weak contribution 

to checking unrestricted sprawl of 

large built-up areas due to its 

durable boundaries with the built 

up area. 

 

Moderate contribution: 

The parcel forms a 

largely essential gap 

between Blackburn 

(specifically Whitebirk) 

and Rishton whereby 

development would 

significantly reduce the 

actual and perceived gap 

between the towns 

however it would not 

result in them merging. 

Overall, the parcel makes 

a moderate contribution 

to preventing towns from 

merging. 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement along the north western boundary. 

The boundary is defined by the Leeds and 

Liverpool Canal which is durable and would be 

able to prevent encroachment into the parcel. The 

boundaries between the parcel and the countryside 

are comprised of Sidebeet Lane to the east and a 

railway track to the south which are durable 

boundaries able to prevent encroachment beyond 

the parcel if the parcel were developed. The 

existing land use is agricultural and there is no built 

form on the parcel and very low levels of 

vegetation. The topography is relatively flat which 

supports long line views to the east and the south 

which supports a strong degree of openness. 

Overall, the parcel makes a moderate contribution 

to safeguarding from encroachment due to the 

completely durable boundaries and strong degree of 

openness. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Blackburn.  However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore, all 

parcels makes a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to three 

purposes, a weak contribution to one purpose and no 

contribution to one purpose.  In line with the methodology, 

the parcel has been judged to make a moderate overall 

contribution. The parcel makes a weak contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas due to 

its durable boundaries with the built up area. The parcel 

makes a moderate contribution to safeguarding from 

encroachment due to the completely durable boundaries 

and strong degree of openness. The parcel also makes a 

moderate contribution to preventing towns from merging 

and to assisting in urban regeneration. The parcel makes 

no contribution to preserving the setting and special 

character of historic towns. 

Moderate 

contribution 

72 No contribution: The parcel is not 

adjacent to the large built-up area 

and therefore does not contribute 

to this purpose. 

Weak contribution: The 

parcel forms a less 

essential gap between 

Rishton and the 

Blackburn urban area 

whereby development of 

the parcel would reduce 

the perceived and the 

actual gap but would not 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement of Rishton along the eastern and the 

southern boundaries which is comprised of Cut 

Lane to the east and Blackburn Road (A678). Both 

of these boundaries are durable and would prevent 

encroachment into the parcel. The boundaries 

between the parcel and the countryside are to the 

north which is comprised of Cut Lane and to the 

west is Rishton Reservoir and a railway track to the 

No contribution: The 

parcel is not adjacent 

to a historic town and 

therefore does not 

contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to two purposes, 

no contribution to two purposes and a weak contribution to 

one purpose. In line with the methodology, the parcel is 

judged to make a weak overall contribution. The parcel 

makes no contribution to checking unrestricted sprawl of 

large built-up areas and no contribution to preserving the 

setting and special character of historic towns. The parcel 

makes a moderate contribution to safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment due to the mix of durable 

Weak 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

result in the towns 

merging. Overall, the 

parcel makes a weak 

contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

south. These boundaries are durable and would 

prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if the 

parcel was developed. The existing land use is 

Cutwood Park to the south of the parcel which 

comprises of a dense wooded area, a playground, a 

large property and a sailing club. This represents a 

beneficial use of the Green Belt as it is provides 

opportunities for outdoor sport and recreation To 

the north of the parcel is open countryside which 

has low levels of vegetation. The parcel is generally 

flat with a gentle slope down towards the south 

east. There is 20% built form, and some limited 

long line views from the northern half of the parcel 

to the north and west which supports a moderate-

weak degree of openness. Overall, the parcel makes 

a moderate contribution to safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment due to the mix of 

durable and less durable boundaries and the 

moderate- weak degree of openness. 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore, all 

parcels makes a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

and less durable boundaries and the moderate- weak 

degree of openness. The parcel makes a weak contribution 

to preventing towns from merging. The parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to assisting in urban regeneration 

73 No contribution: The parcel is not 

adjacent to the large built-up area 

and therefore does not contribute 

to this purpose. 

No contribution: The 

parcel does not 

contribute to preventing 

towns from merging. 

Strong contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement of Great Harwood along the southern 

boundary which is comprised in part of a layby 

road which despite being unnamed appears to be 

durable. The remainder of the southern boundary is 

comprised of the rear of residential development 

which is less durable and would not be able to 

prevent encroachment into the parcel. The 

boundaries between the parcel and the countryside 

comprise of Whalley Road (A680) to the east which 

is durable and Allspring Drive to the west which is 

durable, both of which would be able to prevent 

encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel were 

developed. The northern boundary with the 

countryside is comprised of two private roads and a 

small watercourse which are less durable and would 

not prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if the 

parcel were developed. The existing land use is 

comprised of open countryside including 

agricultural use and Great Harwood Showground 

which is a number of fields intersected with 

footpaths. There is less than 10% built form, low 

levels of vegetation, and the topography slopes 

gradually down towards the east which supports 

long line views to the east which supports a strong 

degree of openness. Overall, the parcel makes a 

strong contribution to safeguarding the countryside 

from encroachment due to its mix of durable and 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Great Harwood. 

However the parcel is 

not within 250m of 

any relevant 

Conservation Areas 

and therefore does 

not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore, all 

parcels makes a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes no contribution to three purposes, a 

strong contribution to one purpose and a moderate 

contribution to one purpose. In line with the methodology, 

professional judgement has been applied to evaluate the 

overall contribution. The parcel has been judged to make a 

strong overall contribution. Whilst the parcel makes no 

contribution to three purposes, the parcel has a strong 

degree of openness and less durable boundaries with the 

settlement as well as the long northern boundary with the 

countryside being less durable. This would not prevent 

encroachment beyond the parcel. The parcel therefore 

makes a strong contribution to fulfilling the fundamental 

aim of the Green Belt under paragraph 79 of the NPPF in 

protecting the openness of the Green Belt. The parcel 

makes no contribution to restricting sprawl, no 

contribution from preventing towns from merging and no 

contribution to preserving the setting and special character 

of historic towns. The parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to assisting in urban regeneration. 

Strong 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

less durable boundaries and its strong degree of 

openness. 

74 No contribution: The parcel is not 

adjacent to the large built-up area 

and therefore does not contribute 

to this purpose. 

No contribution: The 

parcel does not 

contribute to preventing 

towns from merging. 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement of Great Harwood along the south 

western boundary which is comprised of a number 

of road boundaries (Brantfell Road, Hindle Fold 

Lane and Upper Cliffe) which are durable and 

would be able to prevent encroachment into the 

parcel, and rear of residential development which is 

less durable and would not be able to prevent 

encroachment into the parcel.  The boundaries 

between the parcel and the countryside comprise of 

Tan House Lane to the north which is durable and a 

field boundary and Allsprings Drive to the east 

which is a mix of durable and less durable, with the 

less durable boundary not being able to prevent 

encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel was 

developed. The existing land use is open 

countryside to the north and a park and playing 

fields to the south. There is one residential dwelling 

in the north of the parcel off Tan House Lane. 

There is less than 10% built form but the parcel has 

significant dense vegetation in the centre of the 

parcel which limits long line views across the 

parcel. The topography of the parcel slopes down 

from west to east and in the southern part of the 

parcel there are long lines views to the east. 

Generally, the parcel supports a moderate degree of 

openness. Overall, the parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment due to its mix of durable and less 

durable boundaries and its moderate degree of 

openness. 

Moderate 

contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Great Harwood. The 

parcel is located 

within the 250m 

buffer area around 

the Great Harwood 

Conservation Area. 

The northern tip of 

the Conservation 

Area lies adjacent to 

the Green Belt whilst 

the remainder of it is 

separated from the 

Green Belt by 

residential 

development and the 

B5635. Given that 

part of the 

Conservation Area 

lies adjacent to the 

parcel, the parcel 

makes a moderate 

contribution to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore, all 

parcels makes a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to three 

purposes and no contribution to two purposes. In line with 

the methodology, the parcel is judged to make a moderate 

overall contribution. The parcel makes no contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas and no 

contribution to preventing towns from merging. The parcel 

makes a moderate contribution to safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment due to its mix of durable 

and less durable boundaries and its moderate degree of 

openness. The parcel also makes a moderate contribution 

to preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns and a moderate contribution to assisting in urban 

regeneration. 

Moderate 

contribution 

75 No contribution: The parcel is not 

adjacent to the large built-up area 

and therefore does not contribute 

to this purpose. 

No contribution: The 

parcel does not 

contribute to preventing 

towns from merging. 

Strong contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement of Great Harwood along the southern 

boundary which is comprised of Blackburn Old 

Road which is durable and would prevent 

encroachment into the parcel. The boundaries 

between the parcel and the countryside comprise of 

Goldacre Lane to the west which is durable and 

would prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if 

the parcel were developed, Dean Brook to the north 

and a private road to the east which are less durable 

and be unable to prevent encroachment beyond the 

parcel if the parcel were developed. The existing 

land use is open countryside and agricultural use. 

There is a small caravan site to the south of the 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Great Harwood. 

However the parcel is 

not within 250m of 

any relevant 

Conservation Areas 

and therefore does 

not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore, all 

parcels makes a 

The parcel makes no contribution to three purposes, a 

strong contribution to one purpose and a moderate 

contribution to one purpose. In line with the methodology, 

professional judgement has been applied to evaluate the 

overall contribution. The parcel has been judged to make a 

strong overall contribution. Whilst the parcel makes no 

contribution to three purposes, the parcel is well connected 

to the countryside, it has a strong-moderate degree of 

openness and the long northern and eastern boundaries are 

less durable and would not be able to prevent 

encroachment. The parcel therefore makes a strong 

contribution to fulfilling the fundamental aim of the Green 

Belt under paragraph 79 of the NPPF in protecting the 

openness of the Green Belt. The parcel makes no 

Strong 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

parcel and two farms within the parcel. There is less 

than 10% built form, the northern boundary is tree 

lined but there is generally low levels of vegetation 

within the parcel and the topography rises steeply in 

the centre of the parcel to Bowley Hill which limits 

long line views across and beyond the parcel which 

supports a strong- moderate degree of openness. 

Overall, the parcel makes a strong contribution to 

safeguarding the countryside from encroachment 

due to its mix of durable and less durable 

boundaries and its strong-moderate degree of 

openness. 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

contribution to restricting sprawl, no contribution from 

preventing towns from merging and no contribution to 

preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns. The parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

assisting in urban regeneration. 

76 No contribution: The parcel is not 

adjacent to the large built-up area 

and therefore does not contribute 

to this purpose. 

No contribution: The 

parcel does not 

contribute to preventing 

towns from merging. 

Strong contribution: There is very limited 

connection between the parcel and the settlement of 

Great Harwood to the eastern corner of the southern 

boundary which is comprised of Blackburn Old 

Road which is durable and would prevent 

encroachment into the parcel. The boundaries 

between the parcel and the countryside comprise of 

Goldacre Lane to the east which is durable, 

Blackburn Old Road to the south which is durable, 

and field boundaries and footpaths to the northern 

and western boundaries which are less durable. As 

such, there is a mix of durable and less durable 

boundaries, with the less durable boundaries being 

unable to prevent encroachment beyond the parcel 

if the parcel were developed and the durable 

boundaries being able to prevent encroachment. 

The existing land use is open countryside with 

agricultural use and some dense vegetation to the 

south west of the parcel. There is some residential 

development along Blackburn Old Road and a farm 

to the east of the parcel. There is less than 10% 

built form, generally low levels of vegetation within 

the parcel and the topography slopes down from 

south to north which promotes long line views to 

the north and supports a strong degree of openness. 

Overall, the parcel makes a strong contribution to 

safeguarding the countryside from encroachment 

due to its mix of durable and less durable 

boundaries and its strong degree of openness. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Great Harwood. 

However the parcel is 

not within 250m of 

any relevant 

Conservation Areas 

and therefore does 

not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore, all 

parcels makes a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes no contribution to three purposes, a 

strong contribution to one purpose and a moderate 

contribution to one purpose. In line with the methodology, 

professional judgement has been applied to evaluate the 

overall contribution. The parcel has been judged to make a 

strong overall contribution. Whilst the parcel makes no 

contribution to three purposes, the parcel is well connected 

to the countryside along most of its boundaries and it has a 

strong degree of openness and a mix of durable and less 

durable boundaries. The parcel therefore makes a strong 

contribution to fulfilling the fundamental aim of the Green 

Belt under paragraph 79 of the NPPF in protecting the 

openness of the Green Belt. The parcel makes no 

contribution to restricting sprawl, no contribution from 

preventing towns from merging and no contribution to 

preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns. The parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

assisting in urban regeneration. 

Strong 

contribution 

77 No contribution: The parcel is not 

adjacent to the large built-up area 

and therefore does not contribute 

to this purpose. 

Weak contribution: The 

parcel forms a less 

essential gap between 

Great Harwood and the 

Blackburn urban area, 

whereby development of 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement of Great Harwood along the eastern 

boundary, half of the northern boundary and part of 

the southern boundary, which is comprised of the 

rear of residential development and a footpath 

which are less durable boundaries would not 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Great Harwood. 

However the parcel is 

not within 250m of 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to two purposes, 

no contribution to two purposes and a weak contribution to 

one purpose. In line with the methodology, the parcel has 

been judged to make weak contribution. The parcel makes 

a moderate contribution to safeguarding the countryside 

from encroachment due to its durable boundaries with the 

Weak 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

the parcel would reduce 

the actual gap but not the 

perceived gap and would 

not result in the towns 

merging. Overall, the 

parcel makes a weak 

contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

prevent encroachment into the parcel. The 

boundaries between the parcel and the countryside 

are part of the northern boundary which is 

comprised of Blackburn Old Road, the western 

boundary comprised of Liners Lane and the 

majority of the southern boundary which is 

comprised of Clinkham Road. These are all durable 

boundaries that would prevent encroachment 

beyond the parcel if the parcel were developed. The 

existing land use is open countryside and 

agricultural land with some very limited built form 

in the south of the parcel. There is less than 10% 

built form, low levels of vegetation and the 

topography of the parcel is sloping from the north 

to the south which allows long line views to the 

south and thus the parcel supports a strong degree 

of openness. . Overall, the parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment due to its durable boundaries with 

the countryside and strong degree of openness. 

any relevant 

Conservation Areas 

and therefore does 

not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore, all 

parcels makes a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

countryside and strong- moderate degree of openness. The 

parcel makes no contribution to preventing unrestricted 

sprawl of large built-up areas of large built up areas and no 

contribution to preserving the setting and special character 

of historic towns. The parcel makes a weak contribution to 

preventing towns from merging. The parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to assisting in urban regeneration. 

 

78 No contribution: The parcel is not 

adjacent to the large built-up area 

and therefore does not contribute 

to this purpose. 

Weak contribution: The 

parcel forms a less 

essential gap between 

Great Harwood and the 

Blackburn urban area, 

whereby development of 

the parcel would reduce 

the actual gap but not the 

perceived gap and would 

not result in the towns 

merging. Overall, the 

parcel makes a weak 

contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

Strong contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement of Great Harwood along the eastern 

boundary which is comprised of the rear of 

residential development which is less durable and 

would not prevent encroachment into the parcel. 

The boundaries between the parcel and the 

countryside are to the north which is comprised of 

Clinkham Road which is durable and would prevent 

encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel were 

developed, and field boundaries to the south and 

west which are less durable and would not prevent 

encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel were 

developed. The existing land use is agricultural 

including one farm in the centre of the parcel. There 

is less than 10% built form, low levels of vegetation 

and a significant slope up to the to the north which 

supports long line views to the south and a strong 

degree of openness. Overall, the parcel makes a 

strong contribution to safeguarding the countryside 

from encroachment its mainly less durable 

boundaries and the strong degree of openness. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Great Harwood. 

However the parcel is 

not within 250m of 

any relevant 

Conservation Areas 

and therefore does 

not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore, all 

parcels makes a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes no contribution to two purposes, a strong 

contribution to one purpose, a moderate contribution to 

one purpose and a weak contribution to one purpose. In 

line with the methodology, professional judgement has 

been applied to evaluate the overall contribution. The 

parcel has been judged to make a strong overall 

contribution. The parcel makes a strong contribution to 

safeguarding the countryside from encroachment due to its 

mainly less durable boundaries and the strong degree of 

openness. The parcel therefore makes a strong contribution 

to fulfilling the fundamental aim of the Green Belt under 

paragraph 79 of the NPPF in protecting the openness of the 

Green Belt. The parcel makes no contribution to 

preventing unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas and 

no contribution to preserving the setting and special 

character of historic towns. The parcel makes a weak 

contribution to preventing towns from merging. The parcel 

makes a moderate contribution to assisting in urban 

regeneration. 

 

Strong 

contribution 

79 No contribution: The parcel is not 

adjacent to the large built-up area 

and therefore does not contribute 

to this purpose. 

Weak contribution: The 

parcel forms a less 

essential gap between 

Great Harwood and the 

Blackburn urban area 

and Great Harwood and 

Strong contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement of Great Harwood along the eastern 

boundary which is comprised of the rear of 

residential gardens and edge of allotment land 

which is less durable and would not prevent 

encroachment into the parcel. The boundaries 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Great Harwood. 

However the parcel is 

not within 250m of 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

The parcel makes no contribution to two purposes, a strong 

contribution to one purpose, a moderate contribution to 

one purpose and a weak contribution to one purpose. In 

line with the methodology, professional judgement has 

been applied to evaluate the overall contribution. The 

parcel has been judged to make a strong overall 

Strong 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

also Great Harwood and 

Rishton, whereby 

development of the 

parcel would reduce the 

actual gap but not the 

perceived gap and would 

not result in the towns 

merging. Overall, the 

parcel makes a weak 

contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

between the parcel and the countryside are to the 

north which is comprised of field boundaries and a 

private road, field boundaries and a small 

watercourse to the west which are all less durable 

and would not prevent encroachment beyond the 

parcel if the parcel was developed. The southern 

boundary with the countryside is defined by Lee 

Lane (B6535) which is durable and would prevent 

encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel were 

developed. The existing land use is agricultural 

including one farm in the centre of the parcel. There 

is less than 10% built form, low levels of vegetation 

and a significant slope from south to north which 

supports long line views to the south and a strong 

degree of openness. Overall, the parcel makes a 

strong contribution to safeguarding the countryside 

from encroachment due to its mainly less durable 

boundaries and the strong degree of openness. 

any relevant 

Conservation Areas 

and therefore does 

not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore, all 

parcels makes a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

contribution. The parcel makes a strong contribution to 

safeguarding the countryside from encroachment it has 

mainly less durable boundaries and a strong degree of 

openness. The parcel therefore makes a strong contribution 

to fulfilling the fundamental aim of the Green Belt under 

paragraph 79 of the NPPF in protecting the openness of the 

Green Belt. The parcel makes no contribution to 

preventing unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas and 

no contribution to preserving the setting and special 

character of historic towns. The parcel makes a weak 

contribution to preventing towns from merging. The parcel 

makes a moderate contribution to assisting in urban 

regeneration. 

80 No contribution: The parcel is not 

adjacent to the large built-up area 

and therefore does not contribute 

to this purpose. 

Weak contribution: The 

parcel forms a less 

essential gap between 

Rishton and the 

Blackburn urban area 

whereby development of 

the parcel would reduce 

the perceived and the 

actual gap but would not 

result in the towns 

merging. Overall, the 

parcel makes a weak 

contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to 

the settlement of Rishton along the eastern and 

southern boundaries which are comprised of rear of 

residential to the east and a field boundary to the 

south. Both of these boundaries are less durable and 

would not prevent encroachment into the parcel. 

The boundaries between the parcel and the 

countryside are to the north which is comprised of 

the Leeds and Liverpool Canal and to the west 

which is comprised of Cut Lane. Both of these 

boundaries are durable and would prevent 

encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel was 

developed. The existing land use is agricultural, 

with allotments and a small reservoir to the north 

eastern corner of the parcel. There is less than 10% 

built form, low levels of vegetation. The 

topography of the parcel slopes down towards the 

north east which supports long line views to the 

north and the east and supports a strong degree of 

openness. Overall, the parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment due to the durable boundaries and the 

strong degree of openness. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is not adjacent 

to a historic town and 

therefore does not 

contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore, all 

parcels makes a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to two purposes, 

a weak contribution to one purpose, and no contribution to 

two purposes. In line with the methodology, the parcel is 

judged to make a weak overall contribution. The parcel 

makes no contribution to checking unrestricted sprawl of 

large built-up areas and preserving the setting and special 

character of historic towns. It makes a weak contribution 

to preventing the merging of Rishton and the Blackburn 

urban area. It makes a moderate contribution to 

safeguarding the countryside from encroachment due to 

the durable boundaries and the strong degree of openness. 

The parcel makes a moderate contribution to assisting in 

urban regeneration. 

Weak 

contribution 

81 Strong contribution: The parcel is 

adjacent to the Blackburn urban 

area (specifically Whitebirk) 

along the half of the western 

boundary which is comprised of 

the edge of industrial 

Moderate contribution: 

The parcel forms a 

largely essential gap 

between the Blackburn 

urban area and Rishton 

whereby development of 

Strong contribution: The parcel is connected to the 

settlement along half of the western boundary 

which is defined by the edge of industrial 

development which is less durable and would not 

prevent encroachment into the parcel. The parcel is 

adjacent to the countryside along all boundaries 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Blackburn. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to two purposes, a 

moderate contribution to two purpose, and no contribution 

to one purpose. In line with the methodology, the parcel 

has been judged to make a strong contribution to the Green 

Belt. The parcel makes a strong contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas due to the less 

Strong 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

development which is less durable 

and would not be able to prevent 

sprawl into the parcel. Overall, 

the parcel makes a strong 

contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas due to the less durable 

boundaries with the built up area. 

the parcel would 

significantly reduce the 

actual and perceived gap 

between the towns 

however it would not 

result in them merging. 

The parcel also forms a 

less essential gap 

between the 

Blackburn urban area 

and Great Harwood 

whereby development of 

the parcel would reduce 

the perceived and the 

actual gap but would not 

result in the towns 

merging. Overall, the 

parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

which include Blackburn Old Road which is 

durable and a private road which is less durable to 

the north, tree lined field boundaries which are less 

durable and Cut Lane which is less durable to the 

east, the Leeds and Liverpool Canal to the south 

and a small watercourse to the west which is less 

durable. As such, there is a mix of durable and less 

durable boundaries, with the less durable 

boundaries being unable to prevent encroachment 

beyond the parcel if the parcel were developed and 

the durable boundaries being able to prevent 

encroachment. The existing land use is comprised 

of open countryside which is in agricultural use and 

there are a number of farms on the parcel. The 

parcel contains less than 10% built form, low 

vegetation and the topography is a steep slope to 

the north of the parcel which results supports long 

line views to the south and west. This supports a 

strong degree of openness. Overall, the parcel 

makes a strong contribution to safeguarding from 

encroachment due to the mix of less durable and 

durable boundaries and strong degree of openness. 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore, all 

parcels makes a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

durable boundaries with the built up area. The parcel 

makes a strong contribution to safeguarding from 

encroachment due to the mix of less durable and durable 

boundaries and strong degree of openness. The parcel also 

makes a moderate contribution to assisting in urban 

regeneration. The parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

preventing towns from merging. The parcel makes no 

contribution to preserving the setting and special character 

of historic towns. 

82 No contribution: The parcel is not 

adjacent to the large built-up area 

and therefore does not contribute 

to this purpose. 

Weak contribution: The 

parcel forms a less 

essential gap between 

Blackburn urban area 

and Great Harwood 

whereby development of 

the parcel would reduce 

the perceived and the 

actual gap but would not 

result in the towns 

merging. Overall, the 

parcel makes a weak 

contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

Strong contribution: The parcel is connected to 

Wilpshire located within Blackburn along the north 

western corner. This is defined by a track which is a 

less durable boundary that would not prevent 

encroachment beyond the parcel. The parcel is 

adjacent to the countryside along most boundaries 

which include Blackburn Old Road to the eastern 

and southern boundaries which are durable and 

would be able to prevent encroachment into the 

parcel. The northern boundary is comprised in half 

by the edge of Parsonage Reservoir which is 

durable which would prevent encroachment into the 

parcel and half by Knotts Brook which is less 

durable and would not prevent encroachment into 

the parcel. The western boundary represents the 

administrative boundary with Blackburn. This is 

comprised by Knotts Brooks and field boundaries 

which are less durable and would not prevent 

encroachment into the parcel if the parcel were 

developed. The existing land use is open 

countryside including agricultural use and there are 

two farms located within the parcel. The parcel 

contains less than 10% built form and low levels of 

vegetation. The topography is undulating and rises 

into the centre which limits long line views which 

supports a strong- moderate degree of openness. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Blackburn. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore, all 

parcels makes a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to one purpose, a 

moderate contribution to one purposes, a weak 

contribution to one purpose and no contribution to two 

purposes. In line with the methodology, professional 

judgement has been applied to evaluate the overall 

contribution. The parcel has been judged to make a 

moderate overall contribution. The parcel makes no 

contribution to checking unrestricted sprawl of large built-

up areas and no contribution to preserving the setting and 

special character of historic towns. The parcel makes a 

strong contribution to safeguarding from encroachment 

due to the less durable western boundary and part northern 

boundary however the remaining boundaries are durable 

and could contain development and prevent it from 

threatening the overall openness and permanence of the 

Green Belt. The parcel also makes a moderate contribution 

to assisting in urban regeneration. The parcel makes a 

weak contribution to preventing towns from merging. 

Moderate 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

Overall, the parcel makes a strong contribution to 

safeguarding from encroachment due to the less 

durable western and part northern boundaries and 

strong-moderate degree of openness. 

83 No contribution: The parcel is not 

adjacent to the large built-up area 

and therefore does not contribute 

to this purpose 

Moderate contribution: 

The parcel forms a 

largely essential gap 

between the Blackburn 

urban area and Rishton 

whereby development 

would significantly 

reduce the actual and 

perceived gap between 

the towns however it 

would not result in them 

merging. Overall, the 

parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

Strong contribution: The parcel is not directly 

connected to any settlements and is completely 

connected to the countryside. The parcel is adjacent 

to the countryside along all boundaries which 

include the Leeds and Liverpool Canal to the 

northern boundary, Cut Lane and Rishton Reservoir 

to the eastern boundary, a railway track to the 

southern boundary and Side Beet Lane to the 

western boundary. As such, all of the boundaries 

are durable and would be able to prevent 

encroachment into the parcel. The existing land use 

is open countryside including agricultural use and 

there are two farms located within the parcel. In 

addition, there is a small industrial works to the 

western edge of the parcel. The parcel contains less 

than 10% built form and low levels of vegetation. 

The topography slopes significantly up towards the 

east and south east and the parcel provides long line 

views to the north. As such, the parcel supports a 

strong degree of openness. Overall, the process 

makes a strong contribution to safeguarding from 

encroachment as although it has all durable 

boundaries with the countryside, it is completely 

connected to the countryside along all of its 

boundaries and it supports a strong degree of 

openness. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is not adjacent 

to a historic town and 

therefore does not 

contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to one purpose, a 

moderate contribution to two and no contribution to two. 

In line with the methodology, professional judgement has 

been applied to evaluate the overall contribution. The 

parcel has been judged to make a moderate overall 

contribution. Whilst the parcel is connected to the 

countryside along all of its boundaries and it supports a 

strong degree of openness, all of its boundaries are durable 

and would be able to prevent encroachment from 

threatening the overall openness and permanence of the 

Green Belt.  The parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

assisting in urban regeneration and a moderate 

contribution to preventing towns from merging. The parcel 

makes no contribution to checking unrestricted sprawl and 

to preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns. 

Moderate 

contribution 

84 No contribution: The parcel is not 

adjacent to the large built-up area 

and therefore does not contribute 

to this purpose 

Moderate contribution: 

The parcel forms a 

largely essential gap 

between the Blackburn 

urban area and Rishton 

whereby development 

would significantly 

reduce the actual and 

perceived gap between 

the towns however it 

would not result in them 

merging. Overall, the 

parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

Strong contribution: The parcel is not directly 

connected to any settlements and is completely 

connected to the countryside. The parcel is adjacent 

to the countryside along all boundaries which 

include a railway track to the northern boundary, 

Rishton Reservoir to the eastern boundary, 

Blackburn Road (A678) along the southern 

boundary and Side Beet Lane to the western 

boundary. As such, all of the boundaries are durable 

and would be able to prevent encroachment into the 

parcel. The existing land use is open countryside in 

agricultural use. The parcel contains less than 10% 

built form and low levels of vegetation. The 

topography slopes steeply up towards the north and 

north west and the parcel provides long line views 

to the east and north east. As such, the parcel 

supports a strong degree of openness. Overall, the 

No contribution: The 

parcel is not adjacent 

to a historic town and 

therefore does not 

contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to one purpose, a 

moderate contribution to two and no contribution to two. 

In line with the methodology, professional judgement has 

been applied to evaluate the overall contribution. The 

parcel has been judged to make a moderate overall 

contribution. Whilst the parcel is connected to the 

countryside along all of its boundaries and it supports a 

strong degree of openness, all of its boundaries are durable 

and would be able to prevent encroachment from 

threatening the overall openness and permanence of the 

Green Belt The parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

assisting in urban regeneration and a moderate 

contribution to preventing towns from merging. The parcel 

makes no contribution to checking unrestricted sprawl and 

to preserving the setting and special character of historic 

towns. 

Moderate 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

parcel makes a strong contribution to safeguarding 

from encroachment as although it has all durable 

boundaries with the countryside, it is completely 

connected to the countryside along all of its 

boundaries and it supports a strong degree of 

openness. 

85 No contribution: The parcel is not 

adjacent to the large built-up area 

and therefore does not contribute 

to this purpose 

Moderate contribution: 

The parcel forms a 

largely essential gap 

between the Blackburn 

urban area and Rishton 

whereby development 

would significantly 

reduce the actual and 

perceived gap between 

the towns however it 

would not result in them 

merging. Overall, the 

parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to 

preventing towns from 

merging. 

Strong contribution: The parcel is not directly 

connected to any settlements and is completely 

connected to the countryside. The parcel is adjacent 

to the countryside along all boundaries which 

include Blackburn Road (A678) along the northern 

boundary, the M65 junction 6 slip road to the 

southern boundary, Cowhill Lane which is a made 

road to the eastern boundary, and the M65 

roundabout to the western boundary which are all 

durable and would be able to prevent encroachment 

into the parcel The existing land use is open 

countryside in agricultural use and there is some 

residential ribbon development visible along 

Blackburn Road (A678). The parcel contains less 

than 10% built form and low levels of vegetation. 

The topography is undulating across the parcel 

which allows long line views in places. As such, the 

parcel supports a strong- moderate degree of 

openness. Overall, the parcel makes a strong 

contribution to safeguarding from encroachment as 

although it has durable boundaries with the 

countryside, it is connected to the countryside along 

all of its boundaries and it supports a strong- 

moderate degree of openness. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is not adjacent 

to a historic town and 

therefore does not 

contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to one purpose, a 

moderate contribution to two and no contribution to two. 

In line with the methodology, professional judgement has 

been applied to evaluate the overall contribution. The 

parcel has been judged to make a moderate overall 

contribution. Whilst the parcel is connected to the 

countryside along all of its boundaries and it supports a 

strong-moderate degree of openness, it has durable 

boundaries which could contain development and prevent 

it from threatening the overall openness and permanence 

of the Green Belt. The parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to assisting in urban regeneration and a 

moderate contribution to preventing towns from merging. 

The parcel makes no contribution to checking unrestricted 

sprawl and to preserving the setting and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate 

contribution 

86 No contribution: The parcel is not 

adjacent to the large built-up area 

and therefore does not contribute 

to this purpose 

No contribution: The 

parcel does not 

contribute to preventing 

towns from merging. 

Strong contribution:  The parcel is only connected 

to the settlement of Altham at its eastern most 

corner. Apart from this the parcel is completely 

connected to the countryside.  The parcel is 

adjacent to the countryside along all boundaries 

which include Burnley Road (A678) to the southern 

boundary and the River Calder to the northern 

boundary which are durable and would be able to 

prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if the 

parcel were development. The eastern boundary of 

the Skye Side Brook is less durable and would not 

prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if the 

parcel were developed. In addition, the western 

boundary is comprised of a small watercourse and a 

treeline which is less durable and would not be able 

to prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if the 

parcel were development. The existing land use is 

No contribution: The 

parcel is not adjacent 

to a historic town and 

therefore does not 

contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate contribution: 

All Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is not 

appropriate to state that 

some parts of the 

Green Belt perform this 

to a stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate contribution 

to this purpose. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution to one purpose, a 

moderate contribution to one purpose and no contribution 

to three purposes. In line with the methodology, 

professional judgement has been applied to evaluate the 

overall contribution. The parcel has been judged to make a 

moderate overall contribution. Whilst the parcel has a 

strong degree of openness it has a mix of boundaries and 

the durable boundaries could contain development and 

prevent it from threatening the overall openness and 

permanence of the Green Belt. The parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to assisting in urban regeneration. 

The parcel makes no contribution to preserving the setting 

and special character of historic towns, the checking of 

unrestricted sprawl and to preventing towns from merging. 

Moderate 

contribution 
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Ref Purpose 1: to check the 

unrestricted sprawl of large 

built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to prevent 

neighbouring towns 

merging into one 

another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist in 

urban regeneration, 

by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban land 

Justification for Assessment Overall 

Assessment 

comprised of open countryside which is in 

agricultural use. There is less than 10% built form 

within the parcel and low levels of vegetation in the 

parcel. The topography slopes down towards the 

east and north east which supports significant long 

line views towards the north, east and west of the 

parcel. As such, the parcel supports a strong degree 

of openness. Overall, the parcel makes a strong 

contribution to safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment due to its mix of durable and less 

durable boundaries with the countryside and its 

strong degree of openness. 



 

 

Appendix H 

Chloropleth Map of Parcel 

Assessment Findings – Overall 

Assessment 
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Ref 
Purpose 1: to check the unrestricted 

sprawl of large built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to 

prevent 

neighbouring 

towns merging 

into one another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment; 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist 

in urban 

regeneration, by 

encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban 

land 

Justification for Assessment 
Overall 

Assessment 

A Strong contribution: The parcel is adjacent 

to the Accrington urban area (specifically 

Oswaldtwistle) along the southern boundary 

which is comprised of the rear of residential 

development which is less durable and 

would not be able to prevent sprawl into the 

parcel. Overall, the parcel makes a strong 

contribution to checking unrestricted sprawl 

due to the less durable boundaries with the 

built up area. 

Weak contribution: 

The parcel forms a 

less essential gap 

between the 

Accrington urban 

area (specifically 

Oswaldtwistle) and 

Rishton, whereby 

development of the 

parcel would reduce 

the actual gap 

between the towns 

but not the 

perceived gap. 

Overall, the parcel 

makes a weak 

contribution to 

preventing towns 

from merging. 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to the settlement 

of Oswaldtwistle along the southern boundary which is 

comprised the rear of residential development which is less 

durable and would not be able to prevent encroachment into the 

parcel. The boundaries between the parcel and the countryside 

along the northern boundary is not defined by any identifiable 

features, and along the western boundary consists of an 

unnamed road. These are less durable and would not be able to 

prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel was 

developed. The existing land uses include the rear residential 

gardens that serve the houses along Blackburn Road (A678), 

allotments to the east, a bus depot and some open countryside. 

There is less than 20% built form and generally low levels of 

vegetation. There are limited long line views due to the existing 

built form and the residential gardens along the south of the 

parcel and the topography of the parcel has a gentle slope to the 

south. As such, the parcel supports a moderate degree of 

openness. Overall, the parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

safeguarding the countryside from encroachment due to its less 

durable boundaries and its moderate degree of openness due to 

the existing encroachment within the parcel. 

Moderate 

contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic towns of 

Church and 

Oswaldtwistle. The 

Church Canalside 

Conservation Area is 

located to the east of 

the parcel and is only 

separated from the 

parcel by open space. 

The 250m buffer 

around the 

Conservation Area 

covers the entire 

parcel. The parcel 

therefore makes a 

moderate 

contribution to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate 

contribution: All 

Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is 

not appropriate to 

state that some parts 

of the Green Belt 

perform this to a 

stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate 

contribution to this 

purpose. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution 

to one purpose, a moderate contribution 

to three purposes and a weak 

contribution to one purpose. In line with 

the methodology, professional judgement 

has been applied to evaluate the overall 

contribution. The parcel has been judged 

to make a moderate overall contribution. 

The parcel makes a strong contribution 

to checking unrestricted sprawl due to its 

less durable boundary with the built up 

area however there is already existing 

encroachment within the parcel and it 

has a moderate degree of openness, 

therefore it makes a moderate 

contribution to safeguarding from 

encroachment. In addition, it makes a 

moderate contribution to assisting in 

urban regeneration and a moderate 

contribution to preserving the setting and 

special character of historic towns. The 

parcel makes a weak contribution to 

preventing towns from merging.  

Moderate 

contribution 

B Weak contribution: The parcel is adjacent to 

the Blackburn urban area (specifically 

Knuzden) along the northern boundary 

which is comprised of Mount St James 

(B62340) which is durable and would be 

able to prevent sprawl into the parcel. There 

is some existing ribbon development visible 

along Moss Lane to the north eastern corner 

of the parcel. Overall, the parcel makes a 

weakcontribution to checking unrestricted 

sprawl due to the durable boundaries with 

the built up area. 

Weak contribution: 

The parcel forms a 

less essential gap 

between the 

Blackburn urban 

area and Accrington 

urban area 

(specifically 

Oswaldtwistle) 

whereby 

development of the 

parcel would reduce 

the actual gap but 

would not result in 

the towns merging. 

Overall, the parcel 

makes a weak 

contribution to 

preventing towns 

from merging. 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is connected to the settlement 

of Knuzden along the northern boundary which is comprised of 

Mount St James (B6234) which is durable and would be able to 

prevent encroachment into the parcel. The boundaries between 

the parcel and the countryside comprise of Haslingden Road 

(B6236) to the western boundary and Moss Lane to the eastern 

boundary which are durable and would prevent encroachment 

beyond the parcel if the parcel was development, and the 

southern boundary is comprised of field boundaries which are 

less durable and would not be able to prevent encroachment 

beyond the parcel if the parcel was developed. The existing land 

use is open countryside mainly in use for agriculture and there 

are is a farm to the south of the parcel. In addition, there are 

residential dwellings to the north eastern corner, the Knuzden St 

Oswald’s Church of England and Vass Motorsport Garage 

Repair Specialist to the western edge. There is less than 20% 

built form and generally low levels of vegetation. There are long 

line views to the south and south east and the topography of the 

site slopes down from east to west. As such, the parcel supports 

a strong-moderate degree of openness. Overall, the parcel 

makes a moderate contribution to safeguarding the countryside 

from encroachment due to its durable boundary with the 

settltment and its strong- moderate degree of openness. 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Blackburn. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate 

contribution: All 

Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is 

not appropriate to 

state that some parts 

of the Green Belt 

perform this to a 

stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate 

contribution to this 

purpose. 

The parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to two purposes, a weak 

contribution to two purposes and no 

contribution to one purpose. In line with 

the methodology, the parcel has been 

judged to make a weak overall 

contribution. The parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to safeguarding 

the countryside from encroachment due 

to its durable boundary with the 

settlement and its strong- moderate 

degree of openness. In addition, it makes 

a moderate contribution to assisting in 

urban regeneration. The parcel makes a 

weak contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl and preventing towns 

from merging. The parcel makes no 

contribution to preserving the setting and 

special character of historic towns. 

Weak 

contribution 

C Weak contribution: The parcel is adjacent to 

the Accrington urban area (specifically 

No contribution: 

The parcel does not 

Weak contribution: The parcel is connected to the settlement of 

Oswaldtwistle along the northern boundary and half of the 

Weak contribution: 

The parcel is adjacent 

Moderate 

contribution: All 

The parcel makes a weak contribution to 

three purposes, a moderate contribution 

Weak 

contribution 



Hyndburn Borough Council Green Belt Assessment 

Final Report 
 

      | Final | 6 March 2018  

\\GLOBAL\EUROPE\LEEDS\JOBS\250000\257113-00\0 ARUP\0-09 PLANNING\0-09-08 REPORTS\FINAL REPORT\FINAL ISSUE 06 03 18\HYNDBURN GBA FINAL REPORT ISSUE 06 03 18.DOCX 

Page J2 
 

 

Ref 
Purpose 1: to check the unrestricted 

sprawl of large built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to 

prevent 

neighbouring 

towns merging 

into one another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment; 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist 

in urban 

regeneration, by 

encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban 

land 

Justification for Assessment 
Overall 

Assessment 

Oswaldtwistle) along the northern boundary 

and half of the eastern boundary which are 

comprised of the rear of residential 

development which is less durable and 

would not prevent sprawl into the parcel. In 

addition, the parcel is connected to the urban 

area along the western boundary which is 

comprised of Tinker Brook which is durable 

and would be able to prevent sprawl into the 

parcel. Due to the shape of the built up area, 

development of the parcel could constitute 

rounding off of the settlement pattern. 

Overall, the parcel makes a weak 

contribution to checking unrestricted sprawl 

due to the mix of durable and less durable 

boundaries and potential for rounding off.  

play a role in 

preventing towns 

from merging. 

eastern boundary which are comprised of the rear of residential 

development which is less durable and would not prevent 

encroachment into the parcel. In addition, the parcel is 

connected to the urban area along the western boundary which 

is comprised of Tinker Brook which is durable and would be 

able to prevent encroachment into the parcel. The boundaries 

between the parcel and the countryside comprise of half of the 

eastern boundary which is comprised of Heron Way which is 

durable and would prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if 

the parcel were developed, and a private track road to the 

southern boundary which is less durable and would not be able 

to prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel was 

developed. The existing land use is woodland in the northern 

half of the parcel and allotments in the southern half of parcel. 

Whilst the allotment would count as an agricultural use there are 

sheds on many of the plots which would count as built form. As 

such, there is approximately 20% built form and 50% dense 

vegetation within the parcel which restricts views. As such, the 

parcel supports a weak degree of openness. Overall, the parcel 

makes a weak contribution to safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment due to its mix of durable and less durable 

boundaries and its weak degree of openness. 

to the historic town of 

Oswaldtwistle. The 

Rhyddings 

Conservation Area in 

Oswaldtwistle is 

located to the north 

east of the parcel, 

with the 250m buffer 

falling within the 

northern most section 

of the parcel. The 

parcel is separated 

from the 

Conservation Area by 

a number of rows of 

residential properties. 

Therefore the parcel 

makes a weak 

contribution to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is 

not appropriate to 

state that some parts 

of the Green Belt 

perform this to a 

stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate 

contribution to this 

purpose. 

to one purpose, and no contribution to 

one purpose. In line with the 

methodology, the parcel has been judged 

to make a weak overall contribution. The 

parcel makes a weak contribution to 

safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment due to its mix of durable 

and less durable boundaries, and its weak 

degree of openness. In addition, it makes 

no contribution to preventing towns from 

merging and a weak contribution to 

preserving the setting and special 

character of historic towns. The parcel 

makes a moderate contribution to 

assisting in urban regeneration and a 

weak contribution to checking 

unrestricted sprawl.  

D Weak contribution: The parcel is adjacent to 

the Accrington urban area (specifically 

Baxenden) along the northern boundary 

which is comprised of Hollins Lane and 

Manchester Road (A680) which is durable 

and would be able to prevent sprawl into the 

parcel. In addition, the parcel is adjacent to 

the urban area along the eastern boundary 

which is comprised of rear of residential 

development and along the western 

boundary which is comprised of the edge of 

Hollins Technology College which are both 

less durable and would not be able to 

prevent sprawl into the parcel. There is 

existing ribbon development along Hill 

Street and the parcel makes a contribution to 

preventing further ribbon development. Due 

to the shape of the built up area development 

of the parcel could constitute rounding off. 

Overall, the parcel makes a weak 

contribution to checking unrestricted sprawl 

due to the mix of durable and less durable 

boundaries and potential for rounding off.  

No contribution: 

The parcel does not 

contribute to 

preventing towns 

from merging. 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is well connected to the 

settlement of Baxenden including along the northern boundary 

which is comprised of Hollins Lane and Manchester Road 

(A680) which is durable and would be able to prevent 

encroachment into the parcel, and the rear of residential 

development along the south eastern boundary and the edge of 

Hollins Technology College along the north western boundary, 

which are both less durable and would not be able to prevent 

encroachment into the parcel. The boundary between the parcel 

and the countryside comprises of and unnamed track road along 

the south western boundary which is less durable and would not 

be able to prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel 

was developed. The existing land use is a recreation ground 

with football pitches to the north of the parcel and allotments to 

the south, which are considered beneficial uses. In addition, 

there is some residential development in the north western 

corner of the parcel. There is less than 30% built form and low 

levels of vegetation. The topography slopes down towards the 

south which supports significant long line views. As such, the 

parcel supports a moderate-weak degree of openness. Overall, 

the parcel makes a moderate contribution to safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment due to its mix of durable and 

less durable boundaries and its moderate-weak degree of 

openness. 

Weak contribution: 

The parcel is adjacent 

to the historic town of 

Accrington. The 

Christ Church 

Conservation Area is 

separated from the 

parcel by the A680 

however part of the 

parcel is within the 

250m buffer area. 

The parcel therefore 

makes a weak 

contribution to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns.  

Moderate 

contribution: All 

Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is 

not appropriate to 

state that some parts 

of the Green Belt 

perform this to a 

stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate 

contribution to this 

purpose. 

The parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to two purposes, a weak 

contribution to two purposes, and no 

contribution to one purpose. In line with 

the methodology, the parcel has been 

judged to make a weak overall 

contribution. The parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to safeguarding 

the countryside from encroachment due 

to its mix of durable and less durable 

boundaries and its moderate-weak degree 

of openness. In addition, it makes a weak 

contribution to checking unrestricted 

sprawl and a moderate contribution to 

assisting in urban regeneration. The 

parcel makes a weak contribution to 

preserving the setting and special 

character of historic towns and no 

contribution to preventing towns from 

merging.   

Weak 

contribution 

E Weak contribution: The parcel has a limited 

connection to the Accrington urban area 

No contribution: 

The parcel does not 

Moderate contribution: The parcel is adjacent to the settlement 

along its eastern boundary which consists of an access road and 

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

Moderate 

contribution: All 

The parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to two purposes, a weak 

Weak 

contribution 
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Ref 
Purpose 1: to check the unrestricted 

sprawl of large built-up areas 

Purpose 2: to 

prevent 

neighbouring 

towns merging 

into one another 

Purpose 3: to assist in safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment; 

Purpose 4: to 

preserve the setting 

and special 

character of historic 

towns 

Purpose 5: to assist 

in urban 

regeneration, by 

encouraging the 

recycling of derelict 

and other urban 

land 

Justification for Assessment 
Overall 

Assessment 

along a small section of the eastern 

boundary. The eastern boundary consists of 

an access road which is a less durable 

boundary and would not be able to prevent 

sprawl into the parcel. Due to the shape of 

the built up area, development of the parcel 

(alongside the adjacent parcel) could 

constitute the rounding off of the settlement 

pattern. Overall, the parcel makes a weak 

contribution to checking unrestricted sprawl 

as although the parcel has a less durable 

boundary, development would round off the 

settlement pattern.  

contribute to 

preventing towns 

from merging. 

is not durable. The parcel is relatively enclosed by the 

settlement. The parcel is connected to the countryside along its 

remaining boundaries. This includes Whinney Hill Road to the 

northern boundary which is durable and would be able to 

prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel was 

developed.  The western and southern boundaries are comprised 

of tree lines and field boundaries which are all less durable and 

would not prevent encroachment beyond the parcel if the parcel 

was developed. The existing land use is mainly open 

countryside in agricultural use and there is a small caravan park 

to the east of the parcel. There is less than 10% built form 

within the parcel and low levels of vegetation within the parcel. 

The topography slopes significantly down towards the south and 

east which supports long line views towards the south and east 

across the parcel. As such, the parcel supports a strong degree of 

openness. Overall, the parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

safeguarding the countryside from encroachment as whilst it has 

a strong degree of openness it is relatively enclosed by the 

settlement.   

the historic town of 

Accrington. However 

the parcel is not 

within 250m of any 

relevant Conservation 

Areas and therefore 

does not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is 

not appropriate to 

state that some parts 

of the Green Belt 

perform this to a 

stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate 

contribution to this 

purpose. 

contribution to one purpose, and no 

contribution to two purposes. In line with 

the methodology, the parcel has been 

judged to make a weak overall 

contribution. The parcel makes a 

moderate contribution to safeguarding 

the countryside from encroachment as it 

has a strong degree of openness but is 

relatively enclosed by the settlement. 

The parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to assisting in urban 

regeneration and a weak contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl. The parcel 

makes no contribution to preventing 

towns from merging, and to preserving 

the setting and special character of 

historic towns.   

F Moderate contribution: The parcel is 

adjacent to Great Harwood along the 

northern boundary which is comprised of 

residential properties, a field boundary and 

Railway Terrace road and Lee Lane 

(B6535), and half of the eastern boundary 

which is comprised of St John’s Street 

which are a mix of durable and less durable 

boundaries, with the durable boundaries 

being able to prevent sprawl into the parcel 

and the less durable boundaries being unable 

to prevent sprawl into the parcel. Overall, 

the parcel makes a moderate contribution to 

checking unrestricted sprawl due to the mix 

of durable and less durable boundaries with 

the built up area. 

Weak contribution: 

The parcel forms a 

less essential gap 

between Great 

Harwood and 

Rishton and Great 

Harwood and the 

Accrington urban 

area (specifically 

Clayton-le-Moors), 

whereby 

development of the 

parcel would reduce 

the actual gap 

between the towns 

but not the 

perceived gap. 

Overall, the parcel 

makes a weak 

contribution to 

preventing towns 

from merging. 

Weak contribution:  The parcel is connected to the settlement of 

Great Harwood along the northern boundary which is comprised 

of residential properties, a field boundary and Railway Terrace 

road and Lee Lane (B6535), and half of the eastern boundary 

which is comprised of St John’s Street which are a mix of 

durable and less durable boundaries, with the durable 

boundaries being able to prevent encroachment into the parcel 

and the less durable boundaries being unable to prevent 

encroachment into the parcel. The boundary between the parcel 

and the countryside along the southern, western and half of the 

north eastern boundaries consists of tree lining which is less 

durable and would not be able to prevent encroachment beyond 

the parcel if the parcel were developed. The existing land use 

comprised of a cemetery to the north west, allotments to the 

south, residential housing and a Primary School and associated 

field to the centre, a pub and hotel, an industrial building and 

Tom Smith Commercials Limited industrial works to the north 

east. As such, there is between 60-70% built form within the 

parcel and low levels of vegetation. The topography slopes 

down towards the south which supports some long line views to 

the south, but this is limited by the existing built form. As such, 

the parcel supports no degree of openness. Overall, the parcel 

makes a weak contribution to safeguarding the countryside from 

encroachment due to its less durable boundary with the 

countryside and lack of any openness due to the existing levels 

of built form.  

No contribution: The 

parcel is adjacent to 

the historic town of 

Great Harwood. 

However the parcel is 

not within 250m of 

any relevant 

Conservation Areas 

and therefore does 

not contribute to 

preserving the setting 

and special character 

of historic towns. 

Moderate 

contribution: All 

Green Belt land can 

be considered to 

support urban 

regeneration of 

settlements within 

Hyndburn and it is 

not appropriate to 

state that some parts 

of the Green Belt 

perform this to a 

stronger or weaker 

degree. Therefore all 

parcels make a 

moderate 

contribution to this 

purpose. 

The parcel makes a moderate 

contribution to two purposes, a weak 

contribution to two purposes and no 

contribution to one purpose.  In line with 

the methodology, the parcel has been 

judged to make a weak overall 

contribution. The parcel makes a weak 

contribution to safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment due to its 

less durable boundary with the 

countryside and the lack of any openness 

as a result of the existing levels of built 

form. The parcel also makes a moderate 

contribution to assisting in urban 

regeneration and the checking of 

unrestricted sprawl. The parcel makes a 

weak contribution to preventing towns 

from merging and no contribution to 

preserving the setting and special 

character of historic towns.  

Weak 

contribution  

 


